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LACUNA COIL / 46 

“Unless you want to close yourself in a 

~ cliché, people.don't care anymore about 
preconceptions about the music or if you 
have a woman in the band or stupid shit 
like that. They're just like, ‘okay, the 
music is good, | want to go see a good 
concert and | expect to see a good con- 
cert.” —Cristina Scabbia, lead singer 
and one of the “Hottest Chicks in Metal” 
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107 AVENUE / 5 

“This isn't the second-worst neighbour- 
hood. It's the worst. There are more drug 
deals, more hookers, more pimps, more 


= —The Boss, 180 Degrees bartender 


EAST OF MY USUAL BRAIN / 33 
“He's made me British in two straight 
plays, so he’s got something down.” — 
Belinda Cornish, local fount of talent 


ROYAL BISON FAIR / 36 

“| hope to show people that things are 
being made here that are worth having 
And maybe even indicative of somethina 
that could be called ‘Edmonton Culture 
—Raymond Biesinger, a man with a fin 
ger in many different pies 
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You can't always get what 
you want ... but threats help 


BRYAN BIRTLES / bryan@vueweekly.com 
ndian Affairs Minister Jim Prentice has buckled under pressure from Abo- 
riginal groups, some of whom threatened to blockade railways on Jun 29 
as part of a planned “Day of Action” to bring attention to long outstanding 
land claims. Prentice has promised to make “historic reforms to the specific 
claims process,” which will help to clear the backlog of 800 land claims that 
currently exists in Canada. 

There are two major problems with Prentice's assertion, the first and proba- 
bly most important being that why should anyone, Aboriginal or not, believe 
him? This is the guy whose government all but scrapped the Kelowna Accord, 
a group of agreements reached between the previous federal government and 
nationally recognized Aboriginal leaders that sought to improve the education, 
living and employment conditions of Aboriginals in Canada. If Prentice can’t 
convince his government to stick to a deal that has already been made, what 
would lead anyone to believe that he can be trusted to make a new deal that 
Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal Canadians will see as fair and equitable? 

And, furthermore, why now? Though Prentice would likely tell you that the 
threat of violent protests and blockades had nothing to do with his recent 
announcement, the timing is certainly curious. Attempting to avoid the violent 
disruption of the Canadian economy through rail blockades is the very last 
reason that Prentice should be seeking to hasten the land claim resolution 
process; he should do it because it’sAhe right thing to do, and ought to have 
been done decades ago. Canada didn’t negotiate with the FLQ when they used 
violent means in an attempt to for the French Canadian nation what they 
believed it deserved, and now/js no time to start bending to the will of those 
who seek to hold the coun ostage. 

Of course, these negotiations should have happened years ago, so they 
might as well happen now, since none of us are getting any younger and the 
problem will only get Worse as time goes on and bitter resentment continues 
to set in. But that the threat of violence is no reason to have a fire lit under 
your ass. W 
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=|LETTERS 


DEATH BY METALLICA, STORY BY JERK 


While it is probably factually accurate, the tone of your article 
about the teens who beat Stefan Conley to death getting off 
(“Media criticized as bus beating charges dropped,” May 17 - 
May 23) is disgusting. It is ironic that the story so heavily criti- 
cizes “mainstream” reporters, as instead of just presenting the 
facts it is obvious that [the writer] is pleased and relieved that 
the killers have been set free. 

Regardless of what led up to the killing, the fact is that 
these older teens (17-year-olds are not “kids") beat an 
unarmed man to death. If he was drunk, or if he got into a fight 
with a bunch of rowdy teens in his building, or if he liked or 
didn't like Metallica ... none of this changes the fact that he is 
dead at the hands of these young men. 

| am not a judge or a lawyer, and maybe the court's decision 
is the right one, but to take obvious glee in the release of 
killers and ridiculing their victim is in poor taste. 


ADAM MORTON 


SHEEPISH READER CHALLENGES EWE-NIQUE CLAIM (UGH ... ) 


| was compelled to write after reading your article about the park 
proposed by the River Valley Alliance that, if realized, will stretch 
from Devon to Fort Saskatchewan (“Massive park puts the river 
back into the River City,” May 17 - May 23). Your assertion that 
Leduc uses goats to cut grass causes me some constemation. 
This was in a recent Calgary Herald (sorry, | would have 
used a more local source, but it was the first thing that came 


VUEPOINT 


up, and it seemed to have enough authority), under the ATCO 
community profile section: 

“The city [of Fort Saskatchewan] employs a ewe-nique tac 
tic to keep grass and weeds down—a flock of 50 sheep kepi 
in line by an expert shepherd and sheep dogs helps maintain 
city lands.” 

First, | remember having seen the sheep in For! 
Saskatchewan many times, and second, the only portion of 
Leduc County that will be included in the proposed park is the 
Rabbit Hill ski hill; the city of Leduc is nowhere near the North 
Saskatchewan River valley. 

Now, whilst Googling, | could not find any evidence thal 
Leduc uses the aforesaid goats, but, to be fair, | also did ne! 
find any evidence to the contrary (and we all know the pial 
falls of relying on the internet for our definitive knowledge), s° 
you may very well be correct in making this claim. As far as 
this river valley park goes, however, itis a non sequitur. 


TJ MAIR 


DID WE DO A STORY ABOUT THIS? 


Passport Canada, | love you. 
| love that it took four months to process my passport appl 
cation. | love that you won't answer my questions over email 
preferring instead to call my phone and leave a message : 
call your information line. | love that the information line Pp 
ALWAYS either busy or saturated with a full wait ae 
(meaning that | can't even wait to talk to someone). | love y 
|'m probably not going to get my passport before the a 
which is when | leave for Vancouver, to meet some friends an 
plan a road trip to the United States. . 
So, again, | love you Passport Canada. Great job! 


CARLOS ALEXANDRE 


scent of apple blossoms 
blends with birch burning in 
the backyard firepit, and the 
aromatic alchemy works wonders on 
the taste of bottled beer. There’s the 
sound of songbirds and magpies, of 
kids playing in the park, of other 
backyard socials, of joyful hollering 
from a nearby group home. Next door, 
Baba putters in her garden as she has 
for millennia; on the other side, smil- 
ing Slavic neighbours converse quiet- 
ly in their porch swing. 

A perfect spring evening in Edmon- 
ton’s second-worst neighbourhood. 

Yes, the hard numbers are in and 
Central McDougall—according to a 
recently released city survey that used 
metrics defined by the U of A’s Popu- 
Jation Research Laboratory (crime, 
poverty, transience, property values, 
etcetera) to place each area of 
Edmonton into a comprehensive Shit- 
tiness Index—calculates out as just a 


= THE HOOD 
shade less crummy than zero-ranked 
Alberta Avenue. 

As you may have noticed in the let- 
ters pages and elsewhere, pretty 
much nobody in the city is happy with 
where the cold equations—which 
basically reduce down to richer=bet- 
ter—have left them. There are no 
anecdotal intangibles on the spread- 
sheet, but a neighbourhood is always 
much more than a crime statistic or a 
public-health datum and, frequently, a 
neighbourhood is much less than an 
income bracket or an asking price. 

I've lived just north of 107 
Avenue—the “Avenue of Nations’"—for 
2 little over a year, and the picture of 
my neighbourhood that emerges from 
the city’s numbers isn’t some libelous 
Caricature. It is a deeply troubled 
place. You either know or have a 
received image of some of the surface 
indicators: scarily dilapidated 
walkups, their lawns strewn with 
(rash tossed from balconies by tran- 
Sierit tenants making midnight moves; 
fucked-up beggars and grisly prosti- 
tutes; fights and knifings and mur- 


ders; crack. But have you seen the 
women in abaya and headscarves, 
chatting gently as they push a baby 
Carriage? Have you seen the smiling 
young Punks in Love and the new- 
Canadian entrepreneurs? Have you 
seen my backyard? 


ARISING TIDE FLOATS att boats—or 
maybe bloats all hopes—and though 
Central McDougall may only be dip- 
Ping its toe in the great Albertan mon- 
eywave, the same cycle that created 
(and eventually over-created) Whyte 
Avenue is at work. The week after | 
moved here, the local pornoteria 
closed its doors to be replaced by a fit- 
ness-€quipment outlet; a few months 
later, the notorious Red Cherry Night- 
club came under new management, 
its name changed to the hopeful “180 
Degrees"—turnaround times? 

Like most Edmontonians, the tough 
young bartender at the 180—they call 
her “The Boss’—disagrees with the 
Shittiness Index placement of the 
neighbourhood where she works. 

"This isn’t the second-worst neigh- 
bourhood,” she said. “It's the worst, 
There are more drug deals, more 
hookers, more pimps, more bad shit 
in this area than any other area.” 

As with a lot of people who live 
and work, or have lived and worked, 
in tough neighbourhoods, there’s an 
element of bragging to The Boss‘s 
trench-tales of pouring drinks in a 
“ghetto shithole” that can shade into 
outright barroom bullshittery. As if the 
actual killings, beatings and stabbings 
in the 107 Avenue area aren't enough, 
she gives me the grim tale—complete 
with CS!-level ballistic details—of the 
supposed shooting death of a cop 
during a drug bust a couple of weeks 
ago: “The bullet cracked his shoulder 
blade, and part of his collarbone went 
up through his throat and he suffocat- 
ed to death.” 

Benefit of the doubt: maybe news- 
papering in Edmonton has gotten so 
bad a cop-killing could go unreported; 
maybe this was some kind of deep- 
deep undercover thing and I've got a 
dynamite scoop. But bullshit or not, 
The Boss is dead earnest when 
describing the dread she feels when 
she gets word of a big crack bust. 


Isn't the second-worst neighbourhood—it’s the worst’ 
NS OF THE 107 AVENUE AREA RESPOND TO CITY HALL'S RECENT ‘a 


“T hate it," she admitted. “Knowing 
that everybody's going to be on edge, 
Not getting their fix ... I bet I'll break up 
a couple dozen fights in the next days 
after that.” She shows me the scar 
where “some bitch” bit her, complain- 
ing of the hassle of tetanus shots. 


FOR A 180 DEGREES regular named 


Lee, Central McDougall is just one 
more stop in a worldwide wandering 
that began with his birth in China to a 
Somali diplomatic family. After an 
education at Rutgers and time in 
Ottawa and Montréal, he came west 
for the same reason most anybody 
does—'l just got laid off from a job | 
was in. A friend of mine was working 
here, and he said ‘I’m making $14, 
man, and you're fighting over 10!'"— 
and found a place here, where 
Edmonton’s Somali and other African 
communities are concentrated. 
“Somalis, Sudanese, Eritreans,” he 


said, “they're not a part of what the 
hell is happening around here.” A fer- 
vent Ottawa Senators fan and an 
aspiring conceptual writer (The book 
I'm working on, it’s on the borderline 
between reality and fiction. Reality 
and alternative reality.”), Lee has big- 
ger concemms than the grinding vice of 
the neighbourhood he happens to find 
himself in. In the short term, he'd like 
to figure out a way to get the supervi- 
sor at the Wal-Mart where he works 
fired for the dickish way he treats the 
temps. In the long term, he wants to 
save his homeland, to deploy his sci 
ence and engineering education as a 
professional troubleshooter, to work 
with NGOs to “conquer the world.” 
Lee paints a picture of an entire 
alternative Africa, a generation that 
grew up outside the continent, just 
waiting for the right moment to return 
and solve Africa's problems. “I blame 
the older generation,” he said, “that 


UALITY OF LIFE’ RANKINGS 


medieval shit. I can’t wait for Science to 
take over. Somalia is Waiting for me.” 


CLOSER TO HOME, entrepreneur + 
Willauer is betting on Cent 
McDougall and 107 Avenue. A r i- 
dent of the Alberta Avenue area who 
felt “backstabbed” in her effort 
build her vision in her own ne 
bourhood, she opened London Influ- 
ence Fashion Emporium (LIFE) in 
May, selling clothing army-surplus 
gear, custom leather, piercing hard- 
ware and other alternative-lifestyle 
accoutrements in a former au 
shop on the corner of 105 street 

“With the amount of residential 
around here, | think the potential is 
phenomenal,” she said ‘Compare it 
to Whyte Avenue, but Whyte has gone 
so commercial. I love the underdog, 
the person who's not noticed.” D 

For Willauer, who used to runa 
shop called Suburbia in 100 square 
feet below the New City omniplex, LIFE 
is just the beginning of an ambitious 
plan: a whole block dedicated to a mix 
of residentiai and retail “one-stop 
shopping, something for everyone 
that’s in this lifestyle, where you won't 
be judged if you choose to be different 

“The people I've met and the artists 
I've met in the neighbourhood. t 
want things that are moze about pas- 
sion,” she continued 
believing in what you do 

The key to making it work, she says, 
is pride. "I'm not tough, but I have 
pride,” Willauer insisted. “If more peo- 
ple had more pride in their lives, in 
where they worked, then it would be a 
lot easier. There’s not enough business 
people that care about what they do 
more than money. [But] with the vari- 
ety of people, cultures and ages, this 
neighbourhood will be great for busi- 
ness in the future, absolutely. I lo 

Back at the 180, The Boss inad 
tently, almost perfectly, sums up 
present and possible future of Central 
McDougall and all the other bottom- 
feeders on the city’s ranking ladder 
It’s like Pleasantville in the middle of 
a ghetto.” 

She gestures to the cardinal direc- 
tions 

‘Ghetto, ghetto, ghetto 
antville.” w 
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There are many Stories to tell about AIDS pandemic 


28 MILLION AFRICANS INFECTED; ‘EVERY ONE OF THOSE PEOPLE DIES ONE-BY-ONE’ 


CAROLYN NIKODYM / carolyn @vueweekly.com 
i I do understand why people 
think that way. We always hear 
about the problems and we 
don’t hear the good news stories [out 
of Africa},” Stephanie Nolen says. 
“Like the piece that they ran in the 
Edmonton Journal—it was a lovely 
piece and | really appreciate them giv- 
ing that much attention to the story, 
but the pictures they ran were of little, 
skinny dying people. They didn’t run a 
picture of people wearing HIV positive 
t-shirts making demonstrations to 
demand treatment, or a granny with 


BY STEPHANIE HOLA 
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HIV/AIDS 


kids who are doing well; they ran 
dying people. No wonder we think it’s 
hopeless.” 

As the Globe and Mail's Africa cor- 
respondent—and one who pitched her 
editors on the idea of covering the 
AIDS pandemic on the continent— 
Nolen doesn’t miss the irony of her 
situation, either. But with 28 Stories 
of AIDS in Africa, the 35-year-old 
journalist strives to tell a different 
tale. A heart-wrenching one, to be 
sure, but also one that is anything but 
hopeless. 

Symbolizing the 28 million people 
living with HIV/AIDS in sub-Saharan 


Africa, each of the 28 Stories tells the 
story of an individual who has been 


affected by the virus—from children 
born with it to grandmothers tending 


to the children of their dead children 
to a Kenyan prostitute who is mysteri- 
ously immune. By focusing on the 
individuals, Nolen steers away from 


numbers that are unfathomable. 
Instead we are inspired by the actions 
regular folks are taking to combat the 
disease. 


Edmonton plant pumps out ‘cheap’ AIDS meds 


JOEL KELLY / joel@vueweekly.com 

The fight against AIDS, 25 years in, is so 
polarized that it's almost impossible not 
to look for a side to join. Maybe it’s 
because the cause has been champi- 
oned by so many celebrities, or that the 
issue raises with it uncomfortable ques- 
tions about the global distribution of 
wealth and resources, but in the face of 
such vivid suffering it is natural to seek 
out a corresponding guilty party. 

Guite often, the role of perpetrator is 
played by pharmaceutical companies. 
The only possible benefactors to the 
AIDS pandemic must deal with the 
allure of heaping profits clouding well- 
intentioned motives to create new drugs 
for treatment. However, to place the 
blame entirely on these companies 
misses out on the fascinating interplay 
between intellectual property and social 
justice, basic principles of capitalism 
with basic human morality. 

One such company, Gilead Sciences, 
manufactures its HIV drugs in Edmonton 
at Raylo Chemicals, a local industrial 
pharmaceutical plant. These drugs, mar- 
keted under the names Viread and Tru- 
vada, contain a cocktail of several active 
edients known as nucleotide ana- 
logue reverse transcriptase inhibitors, 
ning minimal side-effects with the 
e of a once-daily pill. They are 
arguably the most popular HIV drugs 


currently on the market. 

Gilead proudly touts its access pro- 
gram, established in 2003, as their con- 
tribution to fighting HIV/AIDS in the 
developing world. In it, treatment cen- 
tres in qualifying countries can apply to 
have Viread and Truvada shipped 
directly to them at a reduced “no-prof- 
it” price. The treatment costs 88 cents 
a day for Truvada and 57 cents a day 
for Viread; retail online prescriptions 
for these drugs in Canada cost around 
$62 per day for Truvada and $16 per 
day for Viread. 

According to Amy Flood, senior direc- 
tor of Public Affairs at Gilead, the Cali- 
fornia-based company’s “no-profit” 
prices are dictated mostly by the cost of 
raw materials and manufacturing, con- 
stituting a 90 per cent reduction over 
retail prices. 

“The access price doesn’t account 
for any research and development,” she 
said. 


NOR DOES IT ACCOUNT for any other 
costs, which Flood neglected to men- 
tion. Gilead, as a publicly-traded compa- 
ny, listed research and development 
costs as just 11 per cent of the compa- 
ny’s total 2006 expenses on their web- 
site, with the rest attributed to “selling, 
general and administrative functions.” 
These other expenses tell an inter- 


esting story of how the creation and 
distribution of potentially life-saving 
drugs came to rely on free market 
forces. Pharmaceutical companies are 
mammoth entities, partly out of neces- 
sity, and rely on reaping the financial 
returns from the high-stakes gamble of 
developing drugs. But just as the com- 
pany stands to make billions in profits, 
a mistake or failure can wind up costing 
the company just as much. 

The most famous case study of this is 
Merck Frosst’s arthritis drug Vioxx. Upon 
announcing the medication’s withdrawal 
from the market, the company suffered 
losses of $28 billion in stock value and 
potentially up to $18 billion in resulting 
lawsuits. : 

In this light, “profit” can mean many 
different things, depending on what side 
of the fence you're sitting on. Despite 
Gilead reporting a loss of over a billion 
dollars in 2006, they still managed to 
increase revenues by over 50 per cent 
and land a spot in Fortune 500's Top 100 
Fastest Growing Companies 2006. 

“Maybe non-profit is a confusing 
term—we're not making money, that's 
essentially it,” Flood said, noting that 
Gilead’s shareholders did not have a 
problem with the access program. “I 
think that everyone recognizes that there 
is not an opportunity nor it is it responsi- 
ble to make a profit in this area.” 


However, Flood was skeptical of calls 
from activists such as Stephen Lewis for 
free anti-retroviral drugs to be made 
accessible to African countries. 

“| don’t think a company supplying 
free drugs is a sustainable answer,” she 
said. “Expanding access is something 
that governments, agencies and compa- 
nies need to work all together on.” 

That being said, whatever Gilead’s 
financial picture may be, the only factor 
in determining the success of these 
access programs is if HIV victims can 
actually access these drugs. According 
to 2006 World Development Indicators, 
an average of 44 per cent of Africa 
lives on less than $1 a day; in some 
countries, that number climbs as high 
as 73 per cent. In these areas, it is 
clearly not feasible for HIV/AIDS vic- 
tims in need to be able to afford the 
drugs, even at the reduced price. Flood 
acknowledged this problem, admitting 
that “the cost is still obviously a signifi- 
cant one.” ’ 

However, she was optimistic that 
other efforts could soon drive down the 
price of these drugs in the countries. 
Namely, Flood described generic 
licensing agreements Gilead made last 
year with Indian-based pharmaceutical 


companies that will bring generic 


drugs to market “in the next few 
months.” In doing so, Flood espoused 


| 
~ generic drugs would dramatically help | 
| 
| 


One of the many problems with 
contracting the virus is the Stigma 
involved—whether you live in Canada 
or Botswana. And where there is Stig 
ma, there is a dearth of meéaningful 
conversation. Many of Nolen’s sub- 
jects have created inroads to long- 
term solutions just by being vocal, by 
refusing to die quietly. 


SOUTH AFRICAN ZACKIE ACHMAT, ¢<:, 


example, went on a very public anti- 
retroviral strike to bring attention to 
the fact that pharmaceutical compa 
nies were pricing treatment fa; 
beyond what was conceivably afford- 
able for a public healthcare system 
still recovering from apartheid—aboy 
$1200 per month—and vowed to stay 
on the strike until the healthcare sys 
tem could afford to treat everyone 
infected. : 

Although he was publicly attacked 
and ridiculed by government offi- 
cials—some of whom were telline 
people that the anti-retrovirals were 
poison—Achmat stayed the course 
until he became so sick that his fellow 
activists begged him to take the med 
ication again. They didn’t want to lose 
him or the momentum he gave to the 
movement. 

Tales like Achmat’s are what make 
28 Stories so incredibly hopeful. When 
we read about the potential for hum 
ble greatness, it gives the AIDS ep) 


CONTINUES ON NEXT PAGE 


her faith in the free market to solve | 
these problems. 

“The companies will be able to free | 
to set their own pricing,” she stated. | 
“We hope this will serve to increase — 
capacity and increase competition, driv- | 
ing down the price.” 


THIS MAY NOT TURN OUT to be the 
case, however, as critics have accused 
Gilead of forcing manufacturers to buy | 
raw chemicals only from approved sup- 
pliers, limiting room for manoeuvre 00 
price. Flood denied these allegations. | 
stating “they can source the raw mater’ 
als from wherever they want. There ae 
stipulations, but not from Gilead perse. | 
Flood said that suppliers need to secure 
World Health Organization qualifica- 
tions, something that all drug manufac, 
turers need to obtain. 
Generic drugs likely pose the best 
route to affordable HIV/AIDS drugs in 
developing countries, and gains are vis' 


ble on the immediate horizon—recent | 


announcements of licenses will bring | 
the price of generic Viread down to 40 
cents per day. Flood was confident that 


with access. a 
“India has one of the largest and mos! 
‘suecessful generic products in the world, 

_ she said. “We're confident that they °°” 


"meet these quality standards.” w 


SS 
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AIDS PANDEMIC 
demic a different face, one that does- 
n't necessarily include photos of 
"skinny dying people.” 

“There were a couple of miscon- 
ceptions that I was trying to dispel,” 
Nolen explains. “One is that ‘they,’ 
meaning Africans, aren't waiting for 
‘us’ to come and fix this problem. 
Actually, the response that has been 
mounted is amazing—with virtually 
no assistance by us at all—to say that 
here's a people with almost nothing, 
and here's the individual drama. 

“There are 28 million [infected], but 
every one of those people dies one- 
by-one.” 

Despite the positive thread that 
runs through each of the stories, 
about two-thirds through the book 
there is a noticeable shift in Nolen’s 
tone. It begins with the too-short tale 
of Mpho Segolmela, a girl who died of 
AIDS at the young age of 12. 

“| had wanted to do a big series for 
the [Globe and Mail] on Mpho, you 
know, and she was gone before | 
ver got to do it,” Nolen says quietly. 
"[ just thought that there was a literal 
device—like it’s only a page-and-a- 
half long ‘cause that's how long she 
got I don’t know that it was even 
conscious, but here I am trying to tell 
people's life stgries and still a life 
goes down on a page and a half. It’s 
just sad.” 

Nolen, however, uses Mpho’s fire- 
ball ways to segue into some of the 
nitty-gritty politcs of the pandemic— 
the things that make her angry. 


IN SOME OF THE POOREST African 
countries, the World Bank and the IMF 
have imposed economic restrictions 
5 conditions to loans, many of which 
are crippling. Governments are made 
to privatize companies that could 
earn them money over the long-term, 
they are not allowed to offer free edu- 
cation and there are quotas on 
healthcare spending—conditions that 
are supported by our government. If a 
country is held back from educating 


its Population, however, poverty is $ 


virtually inescapable. And if a country 
isn’t able to hire the doctors and nurs- 
€s because of spending quotas, 
mounting a defence against the 
Spread of the disease is made that 
much more difficult. 

However, when you read 28 Sto- 
-tles—and if you do, you will not 
‘egret a moment of it—you begin to 
See the complexities.and that, at this 
Point, things have to go beyond 


sick people the medication they need 


_ would be the solution. But when—as 


in some countries—the infection rate 
is 25 - 30 per cent, the whole system 
goes askew. 

“Well, it’s way easier to flyina 
box of pills, but where do you get 
your nurses and doctors from?” 
Nolen explains. “Even doctors are an 
obvious solution, and there’s been a 
lot of places focused on short-term 
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a 


la Nofén adniits that sheplike. 
many others, thought that getting 


sollitions. + -4 - 


“You actually need accountants, 
and you need supply-chain man- 
agers,” she continues. “You need all of 
these people, and you can’t really do 
an HIV program if you don’t also have 
a good anti-natal program. You need 
all of this stuff. Those things are so 
much harder to fix.” 

Throughout 28 Stories, Nolen takes 
pains to explain the different ways 
that the virus is both tearing apart 
communities and mobilizing people 


“as Never before, - 
“Just the day that I was leaving, | 
was asked to write a quick piece 
about the fact that the WHO treatment 
numbers have come in. And there 
were fewer than 100 000 people in 
treatment when I moved there and 
there’s 1.5 million now Everybody 
said that it couldn’t be done at all, and 
that’s a 13-fold increase,” Nolen says. 
“That's the good news. The bad news 
is that’s still one-quarter of the people 
who need it. Inevitably, are a million 


more»people woing to-diEF1 think 
Probably..So what, write off every- 
body else? Even in countries where 
one in three people have HIV, two- 
thirds of people don’t 

“The place where I feel the num- 
bers in the most visceral way—is 
when I go into a village and there will 
be nobody my age, which just hap- 
pens over and over,” Nolen adds. “The 
people are either 15 years older t 
me or 15 years younger—no y 
age— sometimes literally nobody.” w 
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supposed to be different, weren't they? 
servatives were supposed to bring 
transparency and grassroots democra- 
da’s parliament. “No more culture of 
nti they promised. Their literature swore 
that they would usher in a new style of politics. 
ways, this was the stated objective behind 
the mation of the Reform Party—that the 
tradit arties Were so entrenched in fortress 
pata busy playing petty politics and serving 
their own interests and not paying enough attention 
to the interests of everyday Canadians. 
Given that background, and the fact that we have a 
minority parliament, Canadians could not be blamed 
for being a bit optimistic as to how this government 
would govern, and what it might accomplish. 

Historically, most of Canada's major public policy 
accomplishments have come during minority govern- 
ments. The reason for this is that all parties are 
aware that the very survival of the parliament 
depends on the ability of parliamentarians to put 
petty partisan politics aside and work together to 
pass policy that is innovative, well thought out and 
representative of the needs and interests of a broad 
cross-section of Canadians. 

The governing party generally supports this type 
of collaboration because they know they are only 
ever one vote away from losing power; the opposi- 
tion signs on because they know Canadians do not 
have a lot of patience for frequent elections. The 
result tends to be a much more open and collabora- 
tive government than we are used to. 

This minority government, however, seems to be 
on an entirely different path than anything we have 
seen before. Instead of looking to Canadian parlia- 
mentary tradition for their cues on how to run a 
minority government, the Tories have opted instead 
to look at how George W Bush and American Repub- 
licans run their government. Under the Bush model, 
you shut down opinions you do not like, you use jin- 
goistic rhetoric to pre-empt debate and discussion, 
and you use procedural tricks to stop any votes that 


May not go your way. This seems to be Harper's new — 


style of politics. 


TAKE, FOR EXAMPLE, what happened a couple of 
Weeks ago at the Parliamentary Standing Committee 
on International Trade—a multi-party committee 
whose purpose is to review, advise on and recom- 
mend policy relating to trade issues. Recently, the 
committee was holding hearings on the Canada-US- 
Mexico Security and Prosperity Partnership (SPP}—a 
Set of trade agreements designed to push North 
American integration beyond what already exists 
under NAFTA and which includes everything from 
Pesticide levels and eneray policy to water and soft- 
wood |umber. 
{t was in this context that Dr Gordon Laxer, a U of 
A political economist and director of the Parkland 
. appeared before the committee to make a 
presentation on the implications of the SPP for Cana- 
dian energy security and climate change. Laxer's 
presentation was intended to point to the fact that 
Wwe are already exporting a majority of our oil and gas 
to the US, that we are already having to import some 
40 per cent of the oil we need in Canada and that we 
‘ave No provisions for a strategic reserve or for cut- 
‘ing exports in favour of Canadians iy case of an 
®mergeney. As such, argues Laxer, the SPP would do 
further damage to our energy security by further com- 
mitting us to provide energy first to the US market. 
| should say this is the argument Laxer was going 
‘o make. As soon as he started to speak, Conserva- 
‘ive MP Leon Benoit (Vegreville-Wainwright) inter- 


Of politics? 


fupted, saying that Laxer's presentation had No rele- ‘ 
vance to the topic of the hearings, ruled him out of K 
order and ordered that he stop his presentation. The ; 


\esues is @ forum for individuals and organizations 
1 Comment on current everts and broader issues 
of importance to the community. Their commentary 
1S not necessarily the opinion of the organizations 

they represent or of Vue Weekly. 


Opposition MPs on the committee disagreed and 
over-ruled Benoit’s decision. At that point, Benoit 
threw down his pen and his gavel, yelled out “this } 
meeting is adjourned” and stormed out of the room 


followed by all but one of the Conservative MPs on ‘ 


the committee. ; 


THE FRIGHTENING PART is that these events did not 
Occur in isolation. We have likewise seen Conserva- 
tives filibustering in committees to ensure that votes 
do not happen, we have seen other experts shut 
down in the middle of testimony and we have seen 
other Conservatives just walking out of meetings 
when they did not like what was happening. At the 
Same time, in the House of Commons, Conservatives 
have virtually stopped responding to opposition 
questions, choosing instead to volley personal 
attacks and insults. 


This is the same government that refuses to allow 
any questions, discussions or debate about Canada's 
role and mission in Afghanistan because it is “un- 
Canadian” and because to entertain discussion 
would show a lack of support for the troops. 

These are questions that are vital to the future of 
Canada and the public interest, put before a party 
whose entire raison d'etre was to restore accounta- 
bility and transparency to Ottawa. Those sentiments 
appear to have gone out the window in favour of 
arrogance and power politics, and Canadians who 
were hopeful that a minority government might 
result in some positive policies are instead dealing 
with growing frustration and resentment. 

Hopefully Canadians will get the chance soon to 
pass judgement on this “new style” of politics from 
the Conservatives, and hopefully that judgement will 
be harsh and absolute. It really is time to throw out 
this entrenched party along with their “culture of 
entitlement” and their focus on petty partisan poli- 
tics rather than the good of Canadians. | am certain 
the Reformers that founded the party would have it 
no other way. 


Ricardo Acuna is Executive Director of the Parkland 


Institute, a non-partisan public policy research insti- 
tute housed at the University of Alberta. 
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ROSS MOROZ / ross@vueweekly.com 
he federal government's deci- 
sion to axe a program that pro- 


vided funding to organizations 
hiring students for the summer is hav- 
ing dire consequences for dozens of 
museums in rural Alberta. 

In the fall of 2006, the Treasury 
Board quietly cut the budget of the 
Summer Career Placement Program 
by $55 million, changing its name to 
Canada Summer Jobs and introducing 
a new set of criteria for determining 
how funding is allocated. Now a wide 
swath of non-profit organizations 
from across Canada—everything from 
the SPCA to Big Brothers Big Sisters of 
Canada to a United Church camp for 
autistic children—are discovering that 
funding that they have counted on for 
years has now evaporated and are 
putting pressure on the federal gov- 
ernment to reinstate the funding. 

Now the Alberta Museums Associa- 
tion, which represents over 200 
museums in the province—many of 
which have routinely hire highschool 
and post-secondary students for years 
under the program, which funds part 
of the students’ wages—is warning 
that many of its members have been 
caught off guard by the change in pol- 
icy and are scrambling to find money 
to pay summer staff, many of whom 


= SUMMER JOBS 


have already been hired. 

“Our concern is that many muse- 
ums will have to cut school tours, 
reduce public hours or even close 
because of a lack of funding,” warned 
Gerry Osmond, the association’s exec- 
utive director. “There are a number of 
concerned citizens and museums 
across the province who feel that lack 
of student funding will seriously affect 
the sustainability of their museum.” 


THE NEWLY REDESIGNED program's 


more specific set of criteria for how 
funding is allocated is thought to be 
partially to blame for several organi- 
zations that previously received fund- 
ing being turned down this year. 
According to the Canada Summer 
Jobs website, "Priority will be given to 
proposals which: employ students liv- 
ing in communities with high youth 
unemployment rates ... and/or high 
crime areas [and] employ students 
facing barriers to the labour market, 
such as those with disabilities, visible 
minorities and Aboriginal students.” 
For Faye Kjearsgaard, manager of 
the Danish Canadian National Muse- 
um in rural Red Deer County, the new 


guidelines are laughably ill-suited to 
the reality of her organization. 

“There's no way that a rural com- 
munity could qualify—we don’t have a 
high crime rate or youth at risk or 
high unemployment,” she said, noting 
that not receiving the rather modest 
$5000 subsidy on which the museum 
has depended for years will make 
finances “much, much tighter.” 

“| have already hired for this posi- 
tion, and I just can’t find it in my heart 
to let this person go,” Kjearsgaard 
explained, noting that, while the 
Canada Summer Jobs program is less 
robust than the Summer Career Place- 
ment Program it replaced, the federal 


“government has responded to criti- 


cism from non-profits by claiming 
that the new program will provide 
$77.3 million to community groups, 
although where that money is being 
allocated remains a mystery. 

“Someone has gotten that money, 
but the lists have not been made 
available as to where the money has 
been allocated,” she said. “Where 
does this money go? We know who 
doesn’t have it.” 

Federal Human Resources Minister 
Monte Solberg, whose department 
runs the Canada Summer Jobs pro- 
gram, has acknowledged the outcry 
caused by the change in policy, prom- 


SMALL-TOWN MUSEUMS FACE SHORTFALL AS FEDERAL TORIES QUIETLY SLASH LONG-RUNNING PROGRAM 


ising that what he called “worthy 
groups” will somehow receive the 
funding they have been denied. 

“| note that there are sometimes 
examples of groups that ... perhaps 
should receive funding,” Solberg 
told the House of Commons on Thu, 
May 17. 

“| have asked my department to get 
to the bottom of this,” he continued, 
although the minister warned that the 
government cannot fund every organ- 
ization that applies. 

“Every year, thousands of groups 
are denied because there's always 
more applications than there are 
resources,” he said. “We do want to 
ensure that worthy groups and good 
students get opportunities, Mr Speak- 
er, and they will.” 


BUT FOR MANY OF the groups whose 


funding has vanished, Solberg’s 
promises are an unfortunate example 
of too little, too late. 

“Even if it is reinstated, I question 
whether it will help us at this point. 
How do we find students who aren’t 
already employed by the end of May?” 
asked Kathleen Raines, manager of 
the Historic Markerville Creamery 
Museum in rural central Alberta, 
whose organization had little time to 
make alternate arrangements after 


learning their application for funding 
had been turned down. 

“We weren't even notified that we 
were refused funding until the ninth 
of May, and our position began on the 
first," she explained, noting that the 
museum has depended on the pro- 
gram for many years. “We don’t get a 
penny of government funding—this is 
the only federal funding that has ever 
come to our institution and now it’s 
gone. 

“In previous years, we have applied 
for one four-month position and one 
two-month position, which means 
about $6000 worth of funding,” Raines 
continued. “We are two positions 
short this summer. My initial reaction 
was that we were going to be forced 
to look at reducing our hours, but the 
direction I have been given from our 
board is that we cannot do that 
because our advertising is already in 
print saying that we're open daily from 
now until Labour Day. As a stopgap 
measure we're trying to recruit volun- 
teers who can fill in.” 

Raines admits, though, that relying 


* on volunteers is not a tenable solu- 


tion to the shortfall. “We are in a com- 
munity of 43 people, and we are 
operating a museum that hosts 12 000 
visitors every summer,” she said. “You 
cannot do that with volunteers.” wv 


In Pakistan, the man’s too big, the man’s too strong 
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“The vast majority is with me,” said Pak- 
istan’s president, General Pervez Mushar- 
raf, a year ago. “The day | come to know 
I'm not popular, I'll quit. But more than 
that, they'll be out in the streets, and | 
would not be allowed to stay.” 

Well, they've been out in the streets 
for two months now, and it’s a good ques- 
tion how long the general will be able to 
stay in power. It’s an even better question 
what comes next. 

Of the world’s nine nuclear powers, 
seven are stable, predictable countries 
that basically support the status quo: the 
United States, Russia, China, India, 
Britain, France and Israel. The eighth, 
North Korea, may have one or two work- 
ing nuclear weapons, or maybe not. (Its 
test last October was an almost complete 
failure.) And then there is Pakistan, a 
one-bullet regime with Islamist radicals 
jurking in the wings and around 50 
nuclear weapons plus delivery vehicles. 

A year or so after Pakistan first tested 
its nuclear weapons in 1998, | asked an 
American defence analyst what he 
tought would happen if officers who 
vere seen as extremists took power in 
Pakistan. He said that there would be “a 
traffic jam over Kahuta” (then the main 
Pakistani Nuclear centre), as American, 
Indian and Iranian aircraft launched 
simultaneous, uncoordinated strikes 


aimed at eliminating Pakistan's nuclear 
capabilities. 

It's too late for that now: Pakistan's 
nuclear weapons are widely dispersed 
and well protected. But it does give a 


.measure of how horrified some other 


countries would be if Musharraf were 
replaced by a regime drawn from some of 
the more extreme elements in the Pak- 
istani military. The current agitation sug- 
gests an eventual transition back to 
civilian rule instead, but there are no 
rules in Pakistani politics. 

When General Musharraf seized power 
in a bloodless coup eight years ago, popu- 
lar disgust with the corruption of Pak- 
istan’s civilian politicians was so deep 
that he had real popular support for some 
years. Generals have run Pakistan for 
almost half the time since independence 
60 years ago, and on average the military 
regimes have been slightly less corrupt 
(although they have also repeatedly 
dragged the country into un-winnable 
wars). But Musharraf's life got much more 
difficult after the terrorist attacks on the 
United States on Sep 11, 2001. 


WASHINGTON, INTENT ON invading 
Afghanistan, demanded Pakistan's help 
with menaces. Musharraf claims that 
Richard Armitage, then US assistant sec- 
retary of state, warned Pakistan's intelli- 
gence director that if the country did not 
cooperate fully with the United States, it 
should “be prepared to be bombed. Be 
prepared to go back to the Stone Age.” 
So he cooperated. 
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Ever since, Musharraf has walked a 
tight-rope, pulled one way by Washing- 
ton’s demands and the other by the 
Islamic loyalties and fierce anti-Ameri- 
canism of most of the Pakistani public. A 
booming economy (seven per cent 
growth this year) has helped a bit, but 
the wealth doesn’t get spread very wide- 
ly: about one per cent‘of the country’s 
165 million people are rich, perhaps 
another three per cent would count as 
middle class, and the rest are poor. 
Much less than half the population is lit- 
erate, and only two million people in they 
whole country pay incomé tax. 


Pakistani governments both civilian - 


and military traditionally depend on 


NEWS 


appeals to nationalism and religious sen- 
timent to keep the impoverished majority 
quiet, but this has worked much less well 
for Musharraf since he was compelled to 
side with the United States in the “war 
on terror.” The surprise is that it has 
taken this long for a crisis to erupt, but 
now it has arrived. 

The trigger was Musharraf's attempt 
two months ago to dismiss Chief Justice 
Iftikhar Chaudhry in order to make way 
for a more malleable judge who would 
not challenge his intention to run for 
president again this November while 


‘remaining commander-in-chief of the 


army. (That is unconstitutional under Pak- 
istani law, but Musharraf got away with 


it in the rigged election of 2002, and he 
wanted to be sure he had no trouble this 
time either.) 

It was the straw that broke the camel's 
back. All the groups that felt abused or 
insulted by Musharraf's policies finally 
went out into the streets, and the 
protests continue: two weekends ago in 
Karachi, Pakistan's biggest city and finan- 
cial capital, 41 people were killed in 
street fighting. He may not be able to ride 
this out. If he cannot, what comes next? 

There are rumours of a deal between 
Musharraf and former Prime Minister 
Benazir Bhutto, leader of the Pakistan 
People’s Party, the biggest in the country. 
She has been living in exile for the past 
decade, but he would amnesty her and 
she would come home to be prime minis- 
ter again, leaving him in the presidency 
Nawaz Sharif, the ex-prime minister 
whom Musharraf overthrew in 1999, 
denies this, insisting that “(Bhutto) said 
to me she will not enter into any deal 
with Musharraf,” but stranger things 
have happened in Pakistani politics. 

Musharraf may be able to tough it out 
for a while longer, but the civilian politi- 
cians will probably be back in the end. 
There is, however, another, deeply wort!- 
some possibility. The Pakistani army 's 4 
black box, and nobody knows what is 
going to come out of it. w 


<_ 
Gwynne Dyer is a London-based inde- 
pendent journalist whose articles are 
published in 45 countries. His column 
appears regularly in Jue Weekly. 
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The Stanley Cup Final is set to begin on 
May 28 2007. On May 27, 2006 the Oilers 
had just finished off Anaheim in game five 
of their series. The Anaheim Ducks (who 
are not the Oilers) will be facing the 
Ottawa “Canada’s team by elimination 
only” Senators who are also not the Oilers. 


FIRST ROUND IS ON ANAHEIM The final 
puzzle piece in the Chris Pronger trade has 
been placed. There was a condition on the 
trade where the Oilers would receive the 
Ducks’ first round pick in 2008 should the 
team make it to the Stanley Cup Finals. 
They made it—so the Oilers get a first 
round pick next year to go with the Ducks’ 
first round pick this year. Barring any 
trades, the Oilers will have five first round 
picks to play with through this draft and 
next year's cattle call. That’s good news. 
The bad news: Jesse Niinimaki, Jani Rita, 
Michael Henrich, Michel Riesen. DY 


HOW TD STOCK A BAR WITH JUST ONE CUP 
In early April, our rivals down south part- 
nered with a group of Calgary restaura- 
teurs and opened a unique, pricey and 
extremely upscale sports-themed bar 
with the unfortunate name of Flames 
Central. Check their website (flamescen- 
tral.com) and you'll find the room is 
splashed with Flames logos and is also a 
feast for the eyes with 150 flat-screen 
TVs, luxury boxes and an upscale restau- 
rant called the Wildfire Grill. Luckily the 
menu designers avoided the tacky temp- 
tation to name meals after Flames play- 
ers and alumni. Then again, they could 
have featured the Tony Amonte Cristo 
sandwich, the Housley salad, the Falaf-Al 
Macinnis, Jim Korn Chowder, a choice of 
the Joe Stew-endyk or the Chuck Steak 
Koba-Stew, a plate of Kippers and, of 
course, Jerk Chicken. It would be great to 
see a similar joint in Edmonton celebrat- 
ing the Oilers although I’m not sure my 
dear Edmonton could sustain a multi-mil- 


lion dollar, upscale sports bar like those 
big shots in Cowtown. Our Oiler Central 
would be a little less white collar and a 
little more White Spot, | imagine. BY 


US VS U.S. For the third season in a row, 
the Stanley Cup playoff game will be 
between a Canadian team and an American 
team in a questionable hockey market. In 
2004, Calgary lost to Tampa Bay and they 
still don’t care much about hockey in Flori- 
da. Last year...we know how that one 
ended. Carolina sold out just 16 games last 
season—this is after winning the Cup. This 
year we have Ottawa and Anaheim. The 
Lightning were in their inaugural season the 
last time a Canadian team won a Stanley 
Cup (Montreal—1993), Anaheim started 
the next season and the Hartford Whalers 
didn’t become the Hurricanes until 1997. DY 


RETREATING INTO THE PAST Today (being 
May 24 if you got a fresh copy of Vue 
Weekly) is the 17th anniversary of the last 
time the Oilers won the Stanley Cup. The 
Oilers could have won their fourth Cup on 
May 24 of 1988 as well but that was the 
game in Boston with the infamous power 
outage. The game was tied 3-3 and a win 
would have given the Oilers a sweep. The 
game was replayed two days later and 
the Oilers won anyway. The Oilers also 
played on May 24, 1987 against Philly to 
win their third game of that Final series 
(they went on to win in seven games). 
That's two wins and a power outage on 
May 24 in Oilers history. DY 


THE FINAL, YO! Man, David can talk. All 
that typing, and not a peep about the 
upcoming final. No worries, though, I’m 
willing to put my 9-and-1 record on the 
line. The Ducks are a solid, young team 
with a great goaltender. The Sens are a 
solid, more experienced, deeper team with 
a pretty decent-when-he's-not-acting-crazy 
goaltender. The Sens have already dis- 
patched a couple of very good goalies this 
year, and | have no reason to think their 
high-powered offence won't be able to 
again. Yeah, you heard me right—Comrie 
wins the cup this year. Sens in 6. 18 
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Susan Zimmer 


| The author of 

| Love Coffee 
drops by 

to celebrate a 


the 2007 


Alberta Literary 


Writers }7¥ 
ates Awards 


of Alberta 


Join us for readings with selected 
authors from the short list. 


plus. 2 —- Join author Freda Jackson for the release of her 


novel, Searching for Billie, set in the wild, early days of 


Fort Edmonton. 
save 25% on all the globe and mail bestsellers everyday 


Sunday, May 27 at 2:00 pr, 


the FICTI@Nistas 


are coming! 


Join authors Roberta Rees, Lois 

Braun, Gayleen Froese and Margaret 
Macpherson for readings from a unique 
series for women fiction writers. 


Thursday 
May 31 
7:30 pm 


(780) 423-3487 
10702 Jasper Ave. 
www.daudreys.ca 
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05-2 1 -2007—The Corner Pub, Mundare 


Spice the.mix with ol’ Hank and Bobbie 
Gentry, and are rewarded with free 
loonies to continue DJing. 

The first time out here was a wintry 
large-objects tour, the second was a jaunt 
to the Big Egg, specifically. This time the 
Occasion is the Ukrainian Cultural Her- 
itage Village's spring Opening and festival 
of Ukrainian dance. We'd seen the sign 
on our way back from Vegreville. “600 
SHUMKA DANCERS!” How exciting is 
that? | tried (maybe | could have tried 
harder) to recruit every Ukrainian, sorta- 
Ukrainian and miscellaneous Slav | knew; 
my final cultural posse comprised myself, 
my parents, my fiancée and my room- 
mate: a Polish family, a Russian and an 
ancestral Uke. It'd have to do. 

Turns out the sign was a bit of a tease. 
The part of me that craves all things epic 
imagined 600 Shumkas simultaneously 
dancing, a whirling mass of feet, flowers, 
braids and baggy pants. Still, even doled 
out by the dozens, the dancers were pret- 


Mundare, again? Third time out here in 
less than six months, and the Giant 
Ukrainian Sausage is losing its novelty; in 
fact, it’s getting a bit creepy, with that 
weird kink in its loop, it's unwholesome 
matte finish, its left-in-the-sun-too-long 
wrinkles. There’s much more to this 
region —"Kalyna Country”—than iffy 
giant objects, though. Lots to attract the 
city-alienated looking for a place to be ... 
Wind-down of a whirl of a weekend, 
holiday Monday in The Corner Pub. Mid- 
aftemoon locals propping up the bar, VLT 
spinners, proprietor giving the country 
welcome: hearty spiced with wary. We 
dare the jukebox and an oldtimer tells us 
the rules: “I don’t care what you play, 
jong as you give us at least one Johnny 
Cash.” We forsake Johnny for Roseanne, 


ty awesome to watch. Watching the final 
high-kicking Hopak, | got kind of excited 
imagining a kind of Ukrainian remake of 
Gymkata, where a dancer blends Shumka 
with kick-boxing, creating an unbeatable 
hybrid martial art in order to take revenge 
on the ninjas that killed his father ... 

The Village itself is a trip, one of those 
“living museums” where the staff are all 
in character so you either have to play 
along or get really embarrassed: it’s like 
being at a dinner theatre, with cabbage 
folls and plowing instead of alfredo sauce 
and shrill sitcom parodies. My girl got a 
little light in her eye at the thought of 
working or volunteering here—probably a 
bad idea for someone who's been known 
to trance-channel Galician folk songs 
when the vodka deactivates her astral 
defences. She'd probably get so into 
character she'd become possessed, end 
up chasing some poor kid with an iPod 
down the dirt path shrieking "WITCH! 
WITCH!” 


STILL THE VILLAGE feeds those get- 
outta-town feelings ... | mean, jeez; these 
people built a nation living in freakin’ 
Cave-houses made out of turf! Why do | 
Need an apartment, a van, a Wii and 
three liquor stores in walking distance? 
All | need is some land to squat on, an 
axe, some chickens ... 

Ah, maybe I'm just feeling like running 
‘cause | didn’t manage to get what I'd 
wanted out of a city long weekend: May 
Long is one of those times, like New 
Year's Eve, when you feel morally obligat- 
ed to have the most brilliant partytime 
possible. Shindigs sprout like spring 
weeds—what is it about August that 
means so many May birthdays?—but a 
combination of party-greed and duty 
trapped me in a doomed do-everything 
venue-hopping plan. To hit more than two 
parties involves: 

© Military timing 

* Inhuman party-leaving willpower 


* A mint’s worth of cabfare, or a sober 
driver 

You end up like the lakeside dog in the 
fable—grab for too much and get no 
bone. Worse, | was the DD, and though it 
felt physically good to be bright-eyed and 
coherent, it sucks to be sober 
Everyone around you is turing into liq 
“Thizz ... thizzziz my bes’ frenn! My B 
frennn!” And you're standing there, star- 
ing at the scene, going “So this is ‘party- 
ing’, huh? Thought it was cooler’ 

They managed to party all right out 
here in Mundare; the Corner Pub rattles 
with dropped hints, rolled eyes and secre- 
tive smiles when the subject of the week- 
end comes up. Yeah, | could party with 
these people; the bar even has that nos- 
talgic smoke-reek that takes me back to 
my earliest drinking days. And all 2 
to do is keep the jukebox queue filled 
with old-time country and w 
How do you say “You've got yo 
deal” in Ukrainian? w 


| In Dating, Not So Much. 


personal assistant to help handle your dating 
introductions. Smart, right? It’s a much easier 


Isn’t it about time you met 
someone special you can share your passions with? At 


It’s Just Lunch” we are first-date specialists who meet 
with every client for a private, personal 
interview. We match you with other 
clients with similar interests and make all 
the arrangements for you to meet for 
lunch or drinks after work in an upscale, 
discreet, no-pressure setting. Scheduling, 


reservations, everything. It is like hiring a Dating For Busy Professionaise 


iM €ALGARY CALL 


D) i: 


FOLL- FREE 


and more dignified way to meet the right person 
for you. So if you’re a busy 
! 5 professional who simply doesn’t 
I have time to meet new people on 
your own, It’s Just Lunch offers a 
uniquely intelligent and personal 
service with excellent results. 
Call today. Start dating tomorrow. 


LUNCH!” 


iM 2OMGHTOH CALL ; 


403.264.6848 1.866.606.6848 780.470.5545 


OR FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT: www.ltsJustLuach.com 
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For many women—and for their partners 
and their mothers and the doctors trying 
to help them navigate the minefield— 
birth control options suck. The pill, 
despite its improvements over the years, 
though effective and doable for many, is 
for many others still a profoundly disap- 
pointing and even impossible solution. 

Its potential for causing weight gain, 
nausea, headaches, depression, anxiety 
and mood swings is enough to break up 
many young relationships, but its pro- 
foundly ironic ability to reduce or extin- 
guish sexual desire ices the cake. 

And though advocates still say with 
certainty that its ability to cause weight 
gain is a myth, they're clearly not listening 
to those who put on 10 or more pounds 
within the first few months of use. 


A newer hormone-based option being 
attractively marketed right now, the 
Ortho Evra patch, has been described by 


Time Magazine as the perfect 
birth control and one of the 
best inventions of 2002. Effec- 
tive and almost hassle-free it 
may be, but many experts now 
say it has harmed thousands of 
young women in its first five 
years of use. 

The patch delivers 60 per 
cent more estrogen than most 
birth control pills, and a Feb 
2007 report in the Journal of 
Obstetrics and Gynecology 
found a more than double inci- 
dence of blood clots over 
women on oral contraceptives. 


SINCE BLOOD CLOTS DON'T 


mean a lot to some of us, here’s one 


woman's scenario, just to bring 


Severe headaches and vomiting within 


EDMONTON 
PROFESSIONAL BASEBALL CLUB 


10233 - 96 Avenue, 
Edmonton, AB TSK 0A5 


(780 423-2255 


Fax: (780) 423-3112 


Open 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
Monday thru Friday 


CRACKER-CATS 


PROFESSIONAL BASEBALL CLUB 


TICKET PACKAGES 
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pany of Ortho-McNeil, who makes the 
patch) has settled a number of cases out 
of court for substantial sums of money, 
trying to keep a lid on the sto- 
ries. But unable to maintain the 
cost of settling quietly and for a 
top dollar, they have now also 
settled lawsuits in a number of 
state courts. They were facing 
about 1 500 claims of injury as 
of the end of last year. 

What's worse is that John- 
son & Johnson has also gone to 
some lengths to prevent nega- 
tive attention. It has bought the 
rights to internet domain names 
related to the patch (such as 
deathbypatch.com and ortho- 
evrakills.com) in an attempt to 
slow the spread of damning 
information. And they continue 
to insist that it doesn't pose a greater risk 
of side effects than the ordinary pill. 


days of applying the patch, hospitaliza- 
tion for blood clotting in the lungs within 
weeks, another clot in the brain. Stroke at 


20-something. I'm not making this up—it 
happens, and it happens too often. 
Johnson & Johnson (the parent com- 


it to life. 


a } 
sae JS - He a 


Telus Friday Night Home Opener 


BUT WE MUST trust our doctors, who 
must trust the drug approval system, nei- 
ther of whom are the least bit influenced 
by those making and profiting from our 
medicines—even though the track 
record of many pharmaceuticals would 
have the rest of us out of our jobs in a 
second. First it was the original high- 
dose pill, then Norplant (quietly taken off 
the market after over a decade of use), 
then Depo Provera, then hormone 
replacement therapy. 

And our march toward chemically 
altered female hormone patterns contin- 
ues. The newest actor is Lybrel, promising 
99 per cent effectiveness along with side 
effects that include a not-surprising list of 
synthetic-hormone side effects: blood 
clots, ectopic pregnancies, lost bone den- 
sity and unpredictable bleeding—this 
last one being the main reason cited by 
many of the women who quit the study, 
even though Lybrel’s main selling point is 
the eradication of monthly cycles. w 
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Dominion Sports Services Magnet Schedule Night 


Jr. Cats Bring a Buddy for Free Day 
United Cycle Team Poster Night 


City of Edmonton 100th Anniversary *Fireworks Night* 


Military Appreciation Night 
Education Day *Afternoon Matinee* 


ndstand “Play Your Way: (52 tickets/vouchers) 

Select your seats for the season or 

5400 use as many tickets as you want for 
5319 


* Applicable tomes & fees apply 


PLUS: cracker-Cat-Alley Party + Gel a ticket and feed or beverage voucher fer § 10 
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Though this be (family) madness, 
yet there is (Socratic) method in ‘t 


JENNIFER MARIE LEWIN / jennifer@vueweekly.com | 


hen T'saw an advertise- 
| f ment for Socrates in St 
Albert, featuring ancient 


ruins in the background, | thought I 
had discovered an unreported Greek 
restaurant! I packed up my family for 
the trip across town with visions of 
fried calamani and grilled lamb danc- 
ing in my head. 

The address led us to a bright, 
Denny’s-ish yellow awning for a family 
restaurant. We decided to try it any- 
way, especially because our birthday- 
partied-out preschooler was not in the 
most accommodating mood. Walking 
into the non-descript interior wasn’t 
reassuring, however. Besides the forest 
green booths, the interior lacked both 
colour and interest. 

Things began to look up when the 
menus arrived. Although not particu- 
larly Greek, the extensive list included 
a wide selection of appetizers, salads, 
pizzas, pastas, steaks and specialties. 
Without a dominant ethnic cuisine or 
Style, the menu reminded me of a 
higher-end, small town restaurant. | 
immediately felt strangely comfort- 
able, having grown up with such din- 
ing experiences. 

My husband, full of merely cake 
and chips himself, nodded his 
approval; he was pleased to see some 
heartier fare. Although the variety of 
salads looked appealing, I decided on 
the stuffed rainbow trout ($14.95). My 
husband, who never purposely 
ordered salad, pulled no surprises 
ordering the grilled veal cutlets 
($13.95); he also went with his usual 
Coke ($2.50). My daughter was excit- 
ed about the dino nugget dinner 
($5.50), which included both a drink 
and dessert. 

Shortly after we ordered, our server 
unveiled two steaming bowls of soup 
at our table. | chose the romantic- 
Sounding Swiss mushroom, while Joel 
Went with the more sensible beef veg- 
Stable. My soup was a creamy blend 
of onions, parsley and celery and I 
Was pleased to note the mild flavours 
of the onions and celery, not over- 


All our Breads 
O Grams Fat 
O Grams Sugar 


bok a Cheese & Egy Breads) 
484 Riverbend Square, 
Edmonton 


> nit EVERY DAY 


208 ST ALBERT ROAD, ST ALBERT 
cs 459.7880 


shadowed by salt or spice. 

My husband, on the other hand, 
was a little annoyed by the lack of 
beef in his beef vegetable soup. | 
found the broth light and full of celery, 
carrots, beans, and peppers, but this 
fact didn’t matter to the carnivore sit- 
ting across from me at the table. Near 
the bottom of his bowl, he dismally 
pulled out a scraggly piece of what 
appeared to be beef. 


HE WAS COAXED out of his grumpiness 


when the entrées arrived. His gener- 


Stay In - Take Oul - Catered 
Live Music Friday & Saturday Evenings 


SS 


FRESH START 


EUROPEAN BAKERY + BISTRO + CATERING 
www. freshstartbakery.com 


ous veal cutlets were smothered by a 
thick layer of bubbling mozzarella, 
cheddar and Parmesan. With a side of 
mashed potatoes and gravy, cooked 
vegetables and garlic toast, this was a 
hungry man’s meal. He found the veal 
a little chewy, but this did not stop 
him from inhaling the entire contents 
of his plate, except for the vegetables 
which he left untouched. 

I happily devoured his medley of 
beans, fresh cut carrots, and celery. I 
am always pleased to see a family 
restaurant's cooked vegetables that 
did not come out of the freezer sec- 
tion of the grocery store. My own dish 
was well-presented, especially if you 
can brave looking a trout in his eye as 
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Take a walk on the Wildrose side 


JASON FOSTER / greathead@vueweekly.com 

i he owner of Calgary's Wild 
Rose Brewing was meeting 
me at their new brewery and 

pub for a chat over beer. | followed 

Mike Tymchuk's directions to the let- 

ter and I was almost there. 

When the instructions told me to 
turn into the lot, I hesitated. Did I 
have the right place? The gravel park- 
ing lot and nearly rundown green 
hangar threw me off. This seemed 
more like someone's acreage Quonset 
than one of Alberta's premiere micro- 
breweries. 

The sign over the door told me I 
was at the right spot, though, so! 
kicked at the gravel stones and 
walked up to the entry. When I 
opened the door, my doubts vanished. 
This small, rustic pub held no more 
than 12 tables, plus a few stools at the 
bar. The atmosphere would have 
been intimate were it not for the 30- 
foot high, domed ceiling. The décor 
was simple, quirky and toned down. 

Beer, not interior design, ruled this 
place. 

1 asked for Tymchuk and he 
appeared a few moments later with 
his head brewer, Dave Neilly. Our first 
order of business was, of course, a 
beer. At their pub, Wild Rose Brewing 
offers eight beers on tap: four are 
their bottled mainstays and four are 
brewed exclusively for sale at this 
location 

I chose their Alberta Crude Oatmeal 
Stout, which was one of their brew- 


& | WILDROSE BREWERY 

5 | BLOG AFZ3, #2 4500 QUESHAY WOOD DRIVE SW 
= 

ery-only selections. This marvellous 
beer was night-black with a creamy, 
dark tan head that lasted through the 
drinking. The aroma was chocolaty- 
sweet with a backdrop of roast. The 
flavour followed a similar route: start- 
ing with a distinct chocolate note and 
clear malt presence, a strong, but not 
overpowering, coffee-like roast fol- 
lowed. The oats gave the beer a slight 
creaminess to smooth out the rough 
edges. The finish was dry and deli- 
cious. It was a bold, yet expertly 
finessed, oatmeal stout. 

Beer in hand, I was offered a tour 
of the brewery, which hid behind a 
metal bay door at one end of the bar. 
When the door was opened, the pub’s 
atmosphere changed completely as 
the building’s true nature was 
revealed. This well-designed brewery 
boasted a 3 600-litre capacity, 14 fer- 
menters and a second-hand British 
brewing system that gleamed with 
polished copper. The layout was effi- 
cient and spacious. 


AFTER THE TOUR, we headed back to 
the pub to chat over more beer. Tym- 
chuk explained that, after a career as 
a professional brewery designer, he 
opened the brewery in 1996. Recent 
years have seen Tymcuk take a more 
aggressive position in marketing and 
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expanding the company’s market. “I 
have a five year plan,” he says. 

Although initially counter-intuitive, 
moving to the hangar is part of this 
strategy: the brewery now sits a pint’s 
throw away from the busiest farmers’ 
market in the city. “Twenty-five thou- 
sand cars come to the market every 
week, and each one of them drives 
right by my sign,” says Tymchuk. 
“This expands the market base. Peo- 
ple pick up their vegetables and stop 
in for some lunch and a beer. We find 
if they come once, they come back 
again and again.” 

As the afternoon moved along, we 
sampled more beer and I got around 
to trying each of the eight beers on 
tap. Each of their beers was well- 


= zk 


A Full-Service Garden Centre 
specializing in... 


- Home-Grown Annuals & Baskets 
- Perennials, Trees & Shrubs 
- Yard Fountains & Statuary 
- Unique gardening gifts 
- Pots of all sizes & shapes 


crafted and nicely executed. Neilly, 
the head brewer, is a former 
Saskatchewan homebrewer who 
recently turned professional. His 
attention to detail shows in the excep- 
tional results. 

Wild Rose offers beer drinkers a 
curious selection of the bold and the 
mainstream, the aggressive and the 
pandering. Some beers, such as the 
stout and the Industrial Pale Ale (IPA) 
are undoubtedly among the best of 
their style. The IPA is generously 
hopped and provides a rounded, 
sweet hop aroma and flavour. While 
the malt behind the hops is toasty and 
toffee-like, the hops are the star of 
this beer. It is a real India Pale Ale. 

Some Wild Rose beers chart their 


restaurant 
and 


lounge 


own course, yet remain committed to 
high quality. The Velvet Fog, for exam- 
ple, is a cloudy American wheat beer 
that was a brave entry 10 years ago. 

“Cloudy beer was a tough sell, but 
the beer is so refreshing that it 
worked,” Tymchuk explained. “It is 
now our biggest growth beer.” 

Other Wild Rose selections, such as 
the Wraspberry Wheat Ale and the 
SOB Bitter, were easy-drinking, inof- 
fensive beers. The Wraspberry’s 
aroma was like a raspberry harvest in 
a bottle. The beer itself, however, was 
light and pleasant but nothing more 
The SOB needed more hopping to 
truly call itself a bitter. 

This eclectic mix is part of Tym- 
chuk’s grand plan: he seeks to open 
people's palates to new flavours and 
styles. Even if his version of a beer 
doesn’t meet classic standards, he is 
opening new doors. “It’s about build- 
ing a beer culture in Alberta,” noted 
Tymchuk. “The more we can broaden 
our customers’ horizons, the more we 
can do later.” 

Tymchuk's strategy makes sense to 
this beer geek. Microbreweries exist 
on the edge of a beer market that is 
dominated by boring pale lagers made 
by huge corporations. The more a 
brewery can develop people's appre- 
ciation for good beer, the bigger their 
potential market. 

Pretty smart. Smart enough to draw 
a hearty “Prosit!” from this Edmon- 
tonian to a group of beer lovers from 
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Wednesday May 30th 6:00pm 
Flower Power 


Bdible Flower Salad with Lavender Vanilla Vinaigrette © Nei 


n Sallis 


Zucchini Flower stuffed with Sticky Rice © Sauflower Seed Crusted Lamb 
Rosenater Raspberry Granita with Watermelon 
STOlperson 


fonians, life occasionally 
it our southern neighbour. 
ary fan. | think the city 
a0 American in its feel. 
looms for a night or 


ever encountered, Heck, they'll even help 
you select the right beer. The food menu is 
intentionally sparse (nachos and pizza), but 
the pizza is some of the best in the city. 

Hop-In-Brew owner Dick Hoppener 
likes to keep the pub low-profile. "| want 
it to be the secret place,” he claims, “the 
place people know about and come for 
the beer." 


) Hop-In-Brew has two types of clients. 
ell find some decent First there is the older, after-work crowd. 
“They like to come for the odd beers we 
have,” says Hoppener. The other type is a 
younger, more hip set who flock to the 
place on weekends. “Their beer tastes are 
not quite as refined”, says Hoppener. “They 
drink Newcastle.” Understandably, the pub 
changes dramatically at the end of the 
Week. If you want a quiet pint, “don't come 
on the weekend,” Hoppener warns. 


MANY CALGARY PUBS are following the 
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Y FOMONTONS ORIGINAL MIGRO-BREWERY 


Brewing Company 
Edmonton, Alberta 


INTRODUCING... 


the standard selection 


, Sterile business-suit When | entered the Hop-in-Brew (212 - 


12 Avenue SW), a homey, comfortable 
atmosphere caught my attention. This two- 
storey house was sectioned into small 
rooms downstairs and a larger space 
upstairs, which made me feel like | was at 
a house party. With a capacity of 106, this 
small place is designed for sitting around a 
table with a clutch of friends talking poli- 
tics or other—less weighty—matters. 
When | ordered a beer, the pub really 


, | trendy nightclubs. After search- 
ing out the comers of the city, however, | 
found some enjoyable little places that 
offered some character and good beer. 

The Hop-In-Brew has become my 
favourite Calgarian watering hole. As a 
converted home in “not the best" area of 
Calgary, this pub can be found along 
downtown's southern edge. Keep your 
eyes peeled, though: it’s easy to miss. 


stood out. Hop-In-Brew offers 15 beers on 
tap, nine of which are from microbreweries 
(more are available in the bottle). Two or 
three taps are devoted to each of Alberta's 
three microbreweries: Alley Kat, Wild Rose 
and Brew Brothers. There is also a house 
beer, a Belgian strong ale. Even the big 
beers are better than normal: they offer de 
Koninek from Belgium, for example. 

As a bonus, the staff was friendly and 
among the most beer-knowledgeable | have 


ALSO THIS SUMMER, 


Enjoy our Flagship brands: ) 
Charlie Flint, Aprikat, Full Moon, Amber | 


And our new summer seasonal from our long 
line of seasonal beers: 


Vo Te 


y as n = 7 aM Y a. 4 : 
A refreshing, modern take on an ancient ee) Gatien Wheat-based ale, 


an ideal beverage for a warm Alberta summer day! 


Ask for Alley Kat products at your local 
liquor store. 


drink. Brewed with Alberta honey, 
raspberries, malt and hops. 
© Now available in 650ml bottles. 


ALLEY KAT BREWING COMPANY + 9929-60 AVENUE » EDMONTON, ALBERTA - (780) 436-8922 » WWW.ALLEYKATBEER.COM 
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DISH 


R 


JACI 


OPEN 7 NIGHTS A WEEK 


EXPERIENCE 
PINE FRESH MARKET CUISINE 


like you never tasted! 


SQ42tI Street Reservations: 4341113 


Soya Lacquered Duck Breast 
House Made 


Fork Crushed Blue 


with Duck Sausage, 


Mascarpone Potatoes 


Winter Hash, 


Squash-Pear 


Balsamic-Fig Sauce. 


Plain..e Met, nur stromg spt: 


Dinner: Monday to Saturday from 5:00 p.m. 
LOCATED AT THE CORNER DF 97th & 
hardware grill 
ESERVATIONS:423-0969 


JASPER 


IFE N' [JEKEL™ 


Try SOME 


9114 91 AVE 
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WWW.HARDWAREGRILL.COM 


Great 

——— Sandwiches, 
Soups, Salads 

and Pies! 


TODAY! 


10646 170 ST 


ELLA JAMESON / ella@vueweekly.com 

ood TV airs a fantastic show 
F called Restaurant Makeover. 

Each week, they temporarily 
close a stagnant Canadian restaurant 
to overhaul their menu, kitchen and 
décor. The resulting makeover regen- 
erates enthusiasm in the restaurant: 
both the owner and the patrons are 
often thrilled. 

I'd love to see them get a hold of 
Bistro Praha. 

Bistro Praha has long been a down- 
town fixture. Consistently receiving 
good reviews from its established 
clientele, this restaurant hasn’t seen 
significant changes since its inception 
Over 30 years ago. 

With great anticipation, I took a 
date there last Tuesday evening. This 
was a first date—the sort that makes 
even the most confident woman 
tremble. Handsome, charming and 
smart, I couldn't wait to impress him 
with this well-known Bistro. 

We made reservations for 8 pm and 


12028 149 ST 


Edmonton landmark uninspired 
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BISTRO PRAHA 
10160 100A STREET 
424408 


EUROPEA 


walked past the patio of tables into 
the warm interior of the restaurant 
right on time. 

The space was surprisingly stark, 
with beige stucco walls and painted 
green ceiling tiles. A few pieces of art 
adorned the walls and the tired-look- 
ing infamous scenic mural still graced 
the rear wall. The weighty wooden 
tables and accompanying bistro 
chairs were nice, but table linens 
would have added an upscale finish. 

The host seated us near the rear of 
the restaurant and gave us a pair of 
tattered menus. A warning on the 
front page admonished us against 
rocking on our chairs: “take care of 
our furniture,” it warned. I smiled at 
the thought that must have gone into 


placing this cautionary notice. How 
many chairs had they lost to undulat 
ing bottoms over the years? 


WE PERUSED THE modest wine carte, 
but since we were unable to settle on 
a choice, we boldly decided to try 
some of the numerous European ales 
and lagers instead. I ordered a New 
Castle Brown Ale (England, 550m! 
$7.75) and my date settled on the 
Nastro Azzurro (Italy, 330ml $6.25) 

Waiting for our drinks, I sat back 
and scanned the other patrons. A 
table of four in their 40s, two tables o! 
similarly aged couples, and a single 
woman of indeterminate age sal 
alone at a table against the wall. | did 
n't get the “late-night hot spot” vibe | 
was expecting, but the night was not 
yet terribly late. 

Our aloof server unceremoniously 
placed our beers on the table before 
asking if we'd decided our order. No 
recommendations and no small talk 
this individual preferred a very hands 


W777 SVAVE EIVAVE EVAVE BAVAE W7, 


The Ultimate in & 
East Indian Cuisine... % 


« Thank you Edmonton b 
for yoting for us... 


BEST EAST INDIAN 


=> BEST BEER LIST 


EDMONTONIANS SPOKE... WE LISTENED... 


3 LUNCH AND DINNER BUFFETS ; 
3 2 DAYS 4 WEEK’ p 


Limo Package available - treat yourself to a Maharaja Room Dining Experience! 


eee é hag tid 463-9997 
S askatehewan Drive 433- Z 


OVaAVU OVAYU OVAVT GAVAD 
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tured a number of 
three alternatives. we 


scargot with garlic chili 
$6 75) and pickled rolled her- 


goth items appeared without delay; 
the escargot was presented with a soft 
roll of bread and the herring arrived on 
a bed of lettuce. Each of the three fish 
fillets were wrapped around a pickle to 
form rollmops, which is a German 
presentation, The rollmops were then 
topped with marinated onions and 
placed adjacent to a generous mound 
of sour cream. The herring was tender 
and the pickles were crisp. Overall, this 
was a pleasant dish. 

The escargots were tiny, but succu- 
lent and the bite of chili was an 
agreeable surprise. The garlic was 
pungent and abundant in this fine 
hors d’ceuvre. 

Having been directed by friends to 
order the steak a la tartare (half-order 
$17.75), my date had no difficulty in 
deciding on his entrée. First toying 
with the roasted goose, then the rain- 
bow trout, I struggled to finally settle 
on the schnitzel Parisienne (half-order 
$11.25). Schnitzel is one of my 
favourite dishes; having travelled 
across Austria on the all-schnitzel diet, 
| was excited to revisit my memories. 

Though the service could not be 
described as warm, it was certainly 
prompt. We quickly received a bowl of 
Romaine lettuce topped with Italian 
dressing and chunks of mozzarella 
cheese. Sadly, this was a rather unin- 
spired salad that neither of us finished. 

We ordered two more beers while 
waiting for our entrées to arrive. This 
time, 1 chose the Czechvar (the origi- 
nal Budweiser from Czech Republic, 
500m! $7.75) and my date opted for 


DISH 
WEEKLY 


THE URBAN FARMERS’ MARKET “Make 
it, bake it or grow it": the City Market's 
vendor mandate says it all. Last Saturday 
Was the first of the season, which runs 
until Oct 6. From 9 am to 3 pm every Sat- 
urday, rain or shine, wander north from 
Jasper Avenue on 104 Street for the best 
loval produce, baked goods and crafts in 
the open air bazaar. Ditch the claustro- 
phobia of Edmonton's other major venue 
and start building a relationship with the 


FOOD NEWS! 


h i v e 1 . 
ger ine: T he sparse 


the Hoegaarden,. Wheat Ale (Belgium, 
330m! $6.25). We shared the Czech 
lager and drank it first, enjoying its 
medium body and pleasant finish. 
Then we split the Belgian witbier, 
which was a Sweet-tasting beer that 
offered a surprisingly bitter finish, 


OUR SERVER BROUGHT out our entrées 
and we gently pushed our beer glass- 
€s aside to make room for the impres- 
sive dishes. The steak tartare was 
wonderfully presented on a platter of 
tye crisps with chunks of lemon, 
tomato and cucumber. The filet 
américain was tender, beautifully 
spiced and delicious atop the thinly 
sliced rye bread. 

My weiner schnitzel was breaded 
with an eggy Parisienne batter and 
plated alongside a small scoop of 
potato salad and one slice of cucum- 
ber. I asked for the requisite cranber- 
ties, lingonberries or whatever they 
might have in the kitchen, but unfor- 
tunately they had none to offer. Dis- 
appointed, the veal cutlet became less 
appealing to me, and I only managed 
to eat about half. 

Undaunted, we decided to top off 
our meal with two glasses of Taylor 
port ($8.50 each) and a Crepe “Henry 
Christian.” Steamed kiwi and orange 
liqueur filled the crepe, which was 
then topped with fresh whipped 
cream. This combination tasted slight- 
ly bitter, but the smooth Portuguese 
port rounded some of the edges. 

Bistro Praha wasn’t entirely a dis- 
appointment. The food, although 
somewhat prosaic, was actually quite 
good. Still, the philosophy of change 
would have this bistro revisit their 
menu, revamp their décor and recon- 
sider their hands-off service. After all, 
every good restaurant needs the occa- 
sional innovation. v 


people who actually produce your food. 


FLOWER POWER, MAN Every Supper- 
club, Henry Song of Four Rooms cranks up 
the intensity. He has wrought fantasies 
out of curry and produced gourmet hot 
dogs. This Wed, May 30 at 6 pm, witness 
his latest five-course wonder. Begin with 
an edible flower salad in lavender vanilla 
Vinaigrette and a zucchini flower stuffed 
with sticky rice. Wash down your sun- 
flower seed-crusted lamb with rosewater 
raspberry Granita and watermelon. At 
only $70 a person, call 426.4767 to 
reserve your spot. 


Dish Weekly spills the beans on culinary 
happenings around town. Got an event, 
an announcement or some unsubstantiat- 
ed gossip? Email dish@vueweekly.com or 
fax 426.2889. 
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8701-109 Street 


Collect all 3 puzzle pieces, put the puzzle pieces together to receive'a free appetizer opening week. 
eS Soon, aubileatie Viebanmee Cucdute. 
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Lounge & Eatery 


A9D6 year 
tradition 


that exceeds all 
expectations 


11361-Jasper Ave. 
for reservations call 488-0984 
free parking heland balla 
also search teddy’s at 
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Eritrean/Ethiopian/Somolian Food 


Eritrian Coffee 


Organic Foods & Eritrean Tea 


— 


10603-107Ave 424.9929 


oa el ea aa ta 
OILER ¢ TAPROOM 


Fees Hay eee ine” 


return of Dionysus 


£2 NICE LEGS 


JAMES LYLE 
= nicelegs@yueweekly.com 


2000 TSANTLI METOXI 
MT ATHOS, GREECE 


Despite their best efforts, some coun- 
tries just don’t have a strong reputation 
for making good wine. Greece is one of 
these countries. 

Last year, | read a restaurant review 
that criticized a Greek restaurant for not 
serving Greek wine as its house wine. | 
thought that this was unfair, since 
Greek wines that have received positive 
reviews are rarely available in Canada. 
After chatting with the restaurant 
owner, | went home with a bottle of 
Greek wine, which | stored and prompt- 
ly forgot about. Since | recently came 
across this bottle, | thought it was about 
time to open it up and go Greek. 

Upon opening this plum coloured 
Cabernet/Limnio blend, | noticed that its 
colour changed from very watery at the 
edges to deep in the centre. When pour- 
ing my first glass, | was concerned to 


detect almost no odour. 


Sadly, my first taste was limp: with 


weak structure, the wine's only pres- 


ence was in the middle of the palate. As 
the wine moved to the back, the flavour 
was tart and tanniny. At that point, | 


was ready to give up on this wine. 

| decided to leave it for 15 minutes, 
then return for another taste. When | 
returned, the wine was deeper and 
more solid through the taste, but the 
front still lacked fruit and the back 
lacked substance. 

Although this was a decent wine, it 
was still far from good or extraordinary. 
Sometimes, offering your customers a 
good bottle of wine is better than hon- 
ouring your restaurants’ origins. Too bad 
Greek wine makers haven't made this a 
harder decision. w 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 17 


growing trend of carrying a house beer 
alongside their standard selections. The 
quality of most of these house beers is 
often suspect. For example, Unicorn 
Pub on Stephen Avenue is a decent, if 
unoriginal, basement pub that offers an 
impressive 18 beers on tap. Its house 
brew, Twisted Horn, is supposed to be a 
blonde ale. Quite frankly, the stuff was 
undrinkable. This beer was cloyingly 
sweet with a harsh, lingering aftertaste 
of soap and sugar. | couldn't finish the 
pint. 

Many Calgarians relax at Bottle- 
screw Bill’s (140 - 10 Avenue SW), 
with its “Around the World in 80 Beers” 
club that offers stamps for every type of 
beer you drink. Their bottled beer menu 
offers 80 selections! This is an impres- 
sive list with a little bit of everything for 
the beer tourist. The range is wide, but 
so is the quality, including everything 
from classic British ales and Belgian 
beers to substandard Australian and 
African pale lagers. 

The less impressive draught list 
sticks with Big Rock and standard 
imports. Their house beer, Buzzard’s 
Breath, is an amber ale that meets the 
low quality of Calgary house beers. This 
insipid and watery ale offers neither a 
distinct hop nor a hearty malt flavour. 

Calgary's local brewpub, Wildwood 
(2417 - 4 Street SW), guides patrons 
into a cavernous basement pub that is 
located beneath their elegant restau- 
rant. All of their beer is made on-site. 
Oddly enough, the pub's Calgary 
Flames-inspired décor has made its way 


dei Th arc of r-L oe 


into the beer. The beers’ names are 
hockey references such as Kipper Pil- 
sner, J12 Golden Ale (Iginla’s number) 
and Lord Stanley Dark Ale. 

This brewery keeps the style of the 
beers vague: “dark ale” rather than 
porter, for example. | can see why. Over- 
all, their beers are timid. The dark ale 
has some nice chocolate notes, but not 
enough body to round out the beer. The 
golden ale has a gentle sweetness, but 
is too thin. The Pilsner needs more hops 
to push it out of the standard lager cate- 
gory. The Cherry Ale has cherry aroma, 
but no additional flavour. They are ali 
cleanly brewed and quite drinkable, but 
nothing stands out of the crowd. 

The most unusual pub location I’ve 
seen is a little off the beaten track. Wild 
Rose Brewing (see story 777) is situated 
in a retired army hangar near the Calgary 
farmers’ market. This new brewery pub 
is small, spartan and somehow endear- 
ing. The atmosphere is sparse, but its 
intimate connection with the brewery 
(its separated only by a retractable metal 
curtain) makes the spot interesting. Of 
course, the beer is all Wild Rose. In addi- 
tion to their standard varieties, they also 
offer four pub-exclusive beers. These are 
the beers they experiment with. My par- 
ticular favourite is the Alberta Crude Oat- 
meal Stout. 

A city as large as Calgary is sure to 
have some happy little beer secrets. I've 
found a couple of spots to call home 
and | am certain others await my explo- 
ration on future trips. However, one 
thought will sustain me through the 
harshest of Cowtown disappointments 
there will always be a beer for me back 
home, at the end of the QEIl. w 
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turewell.com 
an epidemic, yet doting 
tinue to subsidize its 


can restaurants fit into 
keep your family on the 


has some bright spots, 
st still dodge torpedoes 
tions. For example, 


but only on nutritionally 
ydas, not juice or milk. 
menu, but it’s mostly 
fat-soaked batter. And yes, they'll get 
fries with that. One popular chain’s 
kids menu lists a cheeseburger with 
fries for a total of 760 calories. That’s 
about what most kids ages four to 
eight require in an entire day—not to 
mention enough sodium and saturat- 
ed fat to sink a battleship. 

When the Center for Science in the 
Public Interest surveyed the US's top 
20 sit-down restaurant chains, they 
were stunned to find that every chil- 
dren's menu offered fried chicken in 
some form and the only “vegetable” 
offered was usually french fries. One 
of North America’s most luxurious 


USE THE NET Most restaurants now post 
their menus online. (Do a search for Name 
of Restaurant Plus Kids Menu). When 
computer-sawyy kids take part in restau- 
t of time, it can disarm 
the car or restaurant. 


PLAN AHEAD When you have no choice 
but a restaurant where kids order 
grease-laden foods, make bag lunches 
with healthful appetizers and hope the 
kids will fill up on them in the car before 
you reach the restaurant. 


PLAY GROWN-UP Flatter kids by waving 
away the children’s menu and saying, 
“Oh, my children prefer to order from the 
adult menu.” Then steer attentions to 
healthful appetizers and low-fat finger 


SOCRATES 


you eat him. | especially enjoyed the 
stuffing of fresh diced tomatoes, 
green onions and parsley. With just a 
hint of lemon and pepper, it gave an 
added boost to the pleasantly mild 
flavour of the fish. My sides of baked 
potatoes and cooked vegetables, 
along with the whole fish, proved too 
much for me and I packaged up half 
of my food, 

The only one at our table who was 
unhappy was our little daughter. The 
meal began smoothly enough with 
‘aw Carrots and celery with dip. Her 
French fries were fine. The dino 
Nuggets were a disaster. 

Instead of T-rex and his pals, Sap- 
phira's plate contained boring, plain 
old nuggets. Perhaps this did not 
affect their taste, but for a three-year- 
old, this was like not browning a 
®reme brdlée. Fortunately, a revolt 
as prevented by a quick-thinking 
mommy, who suggested that these 


kids are all righ 


=IKIDS 


hotel chains boasts a room service 
children’s menu that offers five items: 
grilled cheese with fries, hamburger 
with fries, a hot dog with fries, or 
chicken fingers with fries. Take your 
choice for $9.95 a pop. The fifth choice 
is a peanut butter and jelly sandwich. 


THANKS TO AN increasing number of 
chefs who are wising up, parents are 
no longer alone in this fight. Marriott 
hotels feature a Fit for Life menu that 
shows detailed nutritional informa- 
tion and includes organic vegetables 
and Certified Angus Beef. For kids, the 
Marriott day begins with the “Fit for 
Life Kids’ Healthy Start Buffet,” a 
small version of the adult buffet. Here 
kids find oatmeal, granola, fresh fruit 
and a choice of breakfast breads. At 
lunch or dinner, kids can order the 
cheese quesadilla made with a low- 
carb wrap. 

Both Wendy's and McDonald's now 
offer kids’ meals with milk or juice 
instead of soda and with fruit in place 
of fries. At the Olive Garden, the kids’ 


foods found on the main menu. 


SAY THANKS When a restaurant has a 
great kids’ menu, voice your approval to 
the server, cashier, manager, chef and on 
comment cards. As a repeat customer, 
mention that healthful eating is what 
brought you back. Progress is being 
made at a snail's pace; praise from par- 
ents can help speed it up. 


EXPERIMENT Break out of the meal- 
with-a-prize habit and try new restau- 
rants known for healthy choices. The 
novelty of new surroundings should get 
you through the first visit to, say, a Sub- 
way. With luck, the kids will soon clam- 
our to go to a new favourite restaurant 
that also offers more healthful foods. 


were in the shape of unhatched dino 
eggs. Along with a generous drink of 
chocolate milk, our food critic was 
appeased and merrily ate her dino 
eggs with a generous portion of sweet 
and sour sauce. 

Congratulating ourselves on avert- 
ing a catastrophe, we decided to skip 
dessert and leave while everyone was 
happy. While my husband paid the 
$37 bill before tax and tip, | gathered 
up my messy daughter's belongings. 
She looked around as if finally clueing 
in that this was not the restaurant we 
described to her. 

“Mommy,” she asked, “where is 
all the dancing music?” | explained 
that this was not a Greek restaurant, 
but a family restaurant. She looked 
puzzled. “But don’t families like to 
dance?” 

Perhaps they do, but you won't find 
Greek music at Socrates (or dino- 
shaped nuggets for that matter). What 
you will find is reasonably priced, 
tasty food in a family-dining environ- 
ment. Save the plate smashing and 
safari cuisine for another occasion. v 


menu offers spaghetti with low-fat 
tomato sauce, while at Old Spaghetti 
Factory outlets kids can get spaghetti 
with a healthful sauce and a side 
salad or fresh fruit. All kids’ meals 
come with a drink—choices including 
milk or juice. 

Roger Berkowitz, CEO of Legal 
Seafoods, first heard about trans fats 
at a meeting at Harvard University a 
few years ago. When the term was 


GET ENTERTAINED Look for restaurants 
that offer entertaining food presentation 
father than the same old crayons and puz- 
zles. Japanese steak houses, for example, 
dazzle kids with flashy stir-fry presenta- 
tions while producing a healthful repast. 


TRY HIGHBROW Don't think your children 
are unwelcome at gourmet restaurants. 
Many pride themsélves on pleasing dis- 
cerning parents and their kids. The best 
testaurants, where everything is cooked 
to order, are also the best places to take 
kids who have food allergies. Wee ones 
can get wiggly during custom food prepa- 
fation, though, so ask your favourite chefs 
how to speed up the process, perhaps by 
calling ahead to order a first course or to 
let them know what you'll be having. w 


t—if you feed them right 


explained to him, he set about elimi- 
nating them from his kitchens. New 
Oils were ordered and one baked 
goods supplier was fired because it 
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couldn't produce trans fat-free oyster 
crackers. The company also tests for 
mercury in its tuna and swordfish 
Now this company’s restaurants offer 
kids healthful options including lob- 
Ster that is cut up and put back in the 
shell for easier eating and fish-sh 
pasta for kids who are allergic 
seafood : 
Meanwhile, trans fats are falling off 
menus like leaves off an autumn oak 
They're gone at Rosen and Peabody 
hotels, Universal Studios, Walt Disney 
World and all of New York City : 
Bertucci’s restaurants give 
ball of pizza dough to play with 
they wait for their own pizz 
prepared with fat-free dough a 
In a brick oven. Unlike e 
have partnerships with 
companies, Bertucci’s teams 
dairy that provides low- 
Chili's Bar & Grill introdu 
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healthy kids’ plates last year. w 
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10145 - 104 Street 
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homefiregrill.ca 
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send’ your listings to 


OUR BIGGEST ISSUE OF THE YEAR! 


SUMMER STARTS 


HUNDREDS OF SPECIAL LISTINGS AND ESSENTIAL } 
PREVIEWS OF THE SUMMER'S HOTTEST CONCERTS, 
MOVIES, FESTIVALS AND ATTRACTIONS! 


iw : Sail ; ATTENTION ADVERTISERS! FOR HSG MARKETING 
enema INFO, CONTACT ROB LIGHTFOOT AT 780.426.1996 


cori AN EVENT? GET A FREE LISTING! 


PHOTOGRAPHS BY FRANCIS TETRAULT 


ALL Dogs FROM THE EoMonTon HUMANE Society 


Dress by In Wear (Etzio) 
Gold shoes by Miz Mooz (Wener Shoes) 
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Dress by Vero Moda (stzio) 
Shoes by Hispanita (Wener’s) 


Velvet is an affectionate 5 year old = 
Labrador retriever with David Bowie eyes. oe 


tie = 


Red paisley top by C’est Moi; dakota shorts by B.B.; dragonfly necklace by Aimee jewelry 
red patent flats by Miz Mooz; grey shoulder bag by Missco (C'est Sera) 
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HOST A PLEASURE PARTY. IT’S DISCREET, TITILLATING, MODERN FUN 
FOR EVERYONE, IN A PRIVATE AND PROFESSIONAL ENVIRONMENT. 


INTERESTED IN BECOMING A HOME PARTY CONSULTANT? 
PHONE 483-621! OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE INFORMATION. 


GF: Home Dleasure Dartics 


SHOP ONLINE... 
WWW .HOMEPLEASUREPARTIES.COM 
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he 


Tatty is a cocker spaniel mix. He is only 
seven months old. He likes long walks, 


Grey pocket dress by Vero Moda (atzio) ~ 
Brown snake shoes by San Miguel (Wener's) 


Halter top by Kitchen Grange (etzio) 
Mini skirt by Industry (etzio) 
Sandals by Geox (Wener's) 
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nd view current animals 
isit www.edmontonhu- 
iety.com right now. 

There may be 300 animals 
at the shelter. The orphans 
range from hamsters, birds 
and guinea pigs to the degu. 
This current location has 
housed the society since 
1951; they are moving to 
North West Edmonton for a 
larger location. If you would 
like to become a dog walker 
or volunteer for a variety of 
needs call 471.1774. hy , bi 
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STYLE CREDITS 


Photography and Styling 
FRANCIS TETRAULT 
Blacklabphotography.com 


Concept, Location Styling, 
Writing and assistant 
RENEE POIRIER 


Hair and Makeup 
ICON HAIR ARCHITEXTURE 


Hair 
KARA LILLY SHWETS 


Makeup 
RENEE POIRIER 
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Agency a 
MODE MODELS WEST EDMONTON MALL 
444-1834 
SOUTGATE CENTRE 
436-3371 
KINGSWAY GARDEN MALI 
AT4-1151 


Society Host and Dog Handler 
JESSICA CROSSLEY 


Location 
SOME WHERE IN EDMONTON 


ave a chance t 


plus a lot more cool stuff! To win you m 
if you're not already a subscriber 


In that issue you'll h 


SPRING STYLE 


Brown nylon dress by Poplin 
Turk leather necklace and bracelet by Aimee Jewelry 
Brown shoes by Nine West (C'est Sera) 


Mia is a German Shepard mix full of personality and charisma; 
she looks forward to Oktoberfest every year. 


Yellow top by Dept.; white blazer by Iris; sporty skirt by Lija; 
white necklace by Aimee Jewelry; white patent shoas by Enzo Angiolini (C'est Sera) 
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REVOLUTIONARY HAIR 
10508 -124 street ph, 439-8880 


CLOTHING, SHOES 
& ACCESSORIES 


FOR SPRING & SUMMER 2007 


3239 - 104 ST. 
PHONE 434.7435 


SPRING STYLE 


CHEMISTRY 


CLOTHING 


8223 - 104 ST. 
PHONE 436-2655 
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ns Opening June. 


‘Axel is a smart, handsome, aves attention and wasa |. 
___| tock star in his former life. aa 
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Brown dress by Signal; black 
leggings by C'est Moi; black 
desire necklace and black 
bracelet by Bauxo; black harrow 
shoes by Anne Klein; abstract 
bag by Caracol (C'est Sera) 
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Opticians & Sunglass Specialists 
255-140 St. Albert Road 
Village Landing - 459-4944 


Commun 
Visi 
Assoc 


255-140 St. Albert Road 
Village Landing - 460-3888 


10515-109 Street 423-3937 
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nai Roberto Cavalli. 
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Hugo Boss — 
Oakley 
Versace 
Dunhill 
Lacoste 
Miss Sixt) 


Gucci 


"Acne Jeans. Adidas Stella McCartney, April 77. &C California,.CGheap Monday, Corpus: Der 
sBeveiopment. Diese}. Dry Korn. Earnest Sewn, EDUN, Eila Moss. Energie lipe Fornarina. Free‘People 

» Freshjive, Full Circle. G-Star, Haze! Brown, Hugo Boss, Loomstate. Miss 60, Mon Petit Oiseau, Nice Collective, \ 
Denim, Rare. Stussy, Splendid. Tara Jarmon. Trovata, True Religion and more! 


 g222 gateway boulevard edmonton (next to artifacts) - 780.988.1637 Q ravitypo D 


TAILORED GOODS 
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vio BERRY / david@vueweekly.com 

tewart Lemoine has something 

of a reputation when it comes 
2 to writing characters for actors: 
sk nearly anyone who's taken on a 
ole the Edmonton playwright has 
eated especially for them, and you'll 
ear a similar story of soul-capturing 
mnesse, usually punctuated with 
hrases like “fly on the wall,” “uncan- 


yy” or just simply “perfect.” 
Belinda Comish’s story is no differ- 


ent 

Though Teatro La Quindicina’s 
pcoming premiere of East of My 
Vsual Brain will mark only the sec- 
ond time the improv staple and co- 
founder of Panties Productions has 
wworked with Lemoine, Cornish knows 
full well how ably he picks up on the 
‘quirks and idiosyncrasies of an actor 


hat's shown itself, in her case, in a 
fairly curious place. 

"He's made me British in two 
siraight plays, so he’s got something 
down,” admits Cornish, whose 
straight-faced London accent quickly 
gives way to a throaty chuckle. “Seri- 
‘ously, though, for the second time in a 
"row lie's accidentally given my charac- 
fer the perfect name. In Grand Time at 
the Rapids, he gave me the name I've 
wanted to give my daughter [Thalia], 
and this time he's named my character 
Bianca, which is what I wanted to 
change my mame to when I was a 
teenager. That's almost miraculous.” 


BESIDES SHARING A name with Cor- 
nish’s idealized teenage self, Bianca is 
also the character that sets the chain 
of events within Bast of My Usual Brain 
in motion, It's upon seeing her admir- 
ing some ias that eccentric Hun- 
Qerian author Istvan Madaras (Teatro 
alum Ron Pederson, in town for the 
show) decides to put a stop to his 
book tour and devote his time towards 
‘ying to find out more about her. 

The one problem with that plan is 
that Istvan is far too shy to do so him- 
Sell, necessitating the enlistment of 
‘icreasingly confused bookstore clerk 
Eric Thaw (Ryan Parker), who's sent off 
inio the city to find her and report back 
‘o Istvan with only a cryptic descrip- 


and weaves them into a role—a fact | 


Aan 
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OF MY 
USUAL BRAIN 
WRITTEN &OVRETED STEWART LEMOINE 
STARRING RYAN PARKER, RON PEDERSON, BELI- 
DA CORNISH 
VARSCONA THEATRE (1092-83 AVENUE, 
S17 $20; AY WHAT YOU CAN TUESDA; 
STOSATURDAY MATINES 


tion and a promise of limitless 
resources to aid him towards that task. 

As with most Lemoine plays, 
though, the plot is really only half the 
fun. As Cornish explains, the play 
really is about ideas, though not in the 
way that’s usually meant; Lemoine 
and his trio aren’t going to be explor- 
ing socialist paradigms or Derridean 
deconstruction, but actual ideas—the 
jumbled up mess of things that fly 
through our head with only occasion- 
al rhyme and reason. 

“There's a point in the play when 
Istvan asks Eric to come back to him 
with one of my thoughts, which is 
such a bizarre little idea, when you 
think about it: what exactly does that 
even mean, to get someone's 
thoughts?” explains Cornish. “It’s not 
necessarily a feeling, and not really an 
opinion—we've actually sat down a 
few times and had a lot of really good 
discussion kind of around this sort of 
stuff, so I can only imagine what it 
will do to the audience.” 

Don’t worry too much about getting 
twisted into intellectual knots, 
though. As Cornish explains, like 
most Teatro shows, though My Usual 
Brain is dealing with some heady 
ideas, it’s down in the breezy, effort- 
less, prominently-featuring-an-eccen- 
tric-Eastern-European-author kind of 
style that’s as enjoyable to watch as it 
is to perform. 

“It really is that sort of classic 
Teatro conceit about the average sort 
of person forced to deal with these 
two complete oddballs, though they’re 
really quite charming oddballs,” Cor- 
nish says with a smirk. “Bianca's the 
type of person whose diary I would 
really like to read—though I’m sort of 
glad | don’t have to write it, if you 
know what I mean.” vw 


GS) CLEARLY LASIK 


* 10 years experience 
¢ Performing LASIK in Alberta since 1999. 


ONSULTS & EXAMS FOR LASIK & PRK _1.877.951.2 


60 JASPE! 
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ANOTHER REASON WE’RE 
THE CLEAR CHOICE... 


NOW OFFERING ALBERTA’S 
ONLY Vue LASIK! 


ING 12 MONTHS* cleartytasik.com 


paat . re! ie a ee 2 
* $0 down, 0% financing is a limited offer, and may be ‘subject to credit approval. Some restrictions may apply. Call for details. 
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FOR THE WEEK ENDING MAY 24, 2007 
1. Wilco - Sky Blue Sky (nonesuch) 
2. Feist- The Reminder (arts & crafts) 
3. Arcade Fire - Neon Bible (merge) ; 
4. Mavis Staples — We'll Never Tum Back (anti) 
5. Grinderman — Grinderman (anti). 
6. Dinosaur Jr. - Beyond (fat possum) 
7. Ry Cooder—My Name Is Buddy (nonesuch) 
8. Kings Of Leon — Because Of The Times (rca) 
9. Modest Mouse - We Were Dead Before The Ship Even Sank (epic) 
10. John Prine & Mac Wiseman — Standard Songs For Average People (oh boy) 
11.Blonde Redhead - 23 (4ad) 
12.Various —A Tribute To Joni Mitchell (nonesuch) 
13.Lucinda Williams - West (lost highway) 
14.Neil Young — Live At Massey Hall 1971 (reprise) 
15.Bill Callahan —- Woke On A Whale Heart (drag city) 
16.1!! — Myth Takes (warp) 
17. Peter Bjom And John — Writers Block (almost gold) 
18. Arctic Monkeys — — Favourite Worst Nightmare (domino) 
19. VNV Nation — Judgement (metropolis) 
20.John Wort Hannam — Two Bit Suit (black hen) 
21.Rick Holmstrom — Late In The Night (m.c. records) 
22. Tom Waits - Orphans (anti) 
23. Elliott Smith - New Moon (kill rock stars) 
24. Harry Manx & Kevin Breit - In Good We Trust (stony plain) 
25.Bill Bourne - Boon Tang (cordova bay) 
26. Amy Winehouse — Back To Black (universal) 
27.The Shins - Wincing The Night Away (sub pop) 
28.01 Montreal — Hissing Fauns, Are You The Destroyer (polyvinyl) 
29. You Say Party We Say Die ~ Lose All Time (paperbag) 
30. LCD Soundsystem - Sound Of Silver (dfa) 

NG 


TIM ARMSTRO 


A POETS LIFE 


With a killer old-school two-tone groove, 
helped along by Hellcat labelmates 

The Aggrolites, A Poet's Life is loose, 
infectious, and shamelessly danceable. 
First single “Into Action” features a 
mod dance groove, a horn chart 
Motown would be proud of, and the 
alluring co-vocals of Skye Sweetnam — already 
a bona-fide hit on west coast stations from SF to San 
Diego, this is a song destined to capture the world. 


1/MECATUNESEDMONTON 
0355 Whyte Ave. Shop online at megatunes.com 434-6342 


hese boots are 
made for dancing 


SHERRY DAWN KNETTLE / sherry@vueweekly.com 
he boots worn by Argentina’s 

Malambo Fusion Dance com- 

pany look like regular boots, 
but inside the heels are little nails that 
make noise when the dancers stamp 
their feet and tap their toes, creating 
raucous rhythms in a manner similar 
to tap dancing. 

Besides their feet and the drums 
that accompany them, however, 
these dancers have other rhythmic 
instruments, says company member 
Francois Beausoleil. The dancers 
manoeuvre balls tied to the end of 
ropes, which they swing in circles as 
they dance. The balls hit the floor in 
synchronization with the combined 
rhythms of the music and foot 
stomping. 

The malambo form originated in 
Argentina, but the musicians and 
dancers in this troupe hail from Spain, 
Argentina and North America. The 
company members met while touring 
with Cirque du Soleil, and they 
include not only some of the best 
malambo and flamenco dancers in 
the world, but also flamenco guitarist 
Caroline Plante 

“She's the best female flamenco 
player in the world,” says Beausoleil, 
who explains that because flamenco 
guitar is traditionally male dominated, 
women who succeed in the profes- 
sion must be exceptionally talented: 

Every year, the St Albert’s Interna- 
tional Children’s Festival plays host 
to a steady stream of acts like the 
Malambo Fusion Dance company, 
introducing audiences to theatre, sto- 
rytelling, dance, music and puppetry 


A | TUE, MAY 29-SAT, JUN? 
INTERNATIONAL 


CHILDREN’S FESTIVAL 
VARIOUS TIMES & LOCATIONS 
DOWNTOWN ST ALBERT, $2 $9.50 / EVENT 


PREVU 


from around the world. 

“Presenters from Vancouver, Seat- 
tle, Calgary and Philadelphia get 
together about a year ahead to chat 
and plan things out,” says Troy Funk, 
marketing manager of the festival. 
“It's more economical to share artists 
and costs. It allows us to bring in 
huge, spectacular shows.” 


THIS YEAR'S PERFORMERS come from 


countries east and west, including 
Russia, Germany and Peru. 

Among them are the Vietnamese 
Water Puppets, who use a pool of 
water as a stage, based on an art form 
that originated over 800 years ago 
when Vietnamese farmers used rice 
paddies for puppet shows. Glittering 
fairies dance and fiery dragons wage 
battles, making waves and splashes. 
The skilled puppeteers wade waist 
deep in water with puppets and props, 
making the water's activity a crucial 
character in the performance. 

While the festival features some of 
the best talent from all over the world, 
its diverse cultural themes are 
expanded with the best national and 
local talent available. 

There’s hoop dancer Dallas Arcand; 
aboriginal storyteller, dancer and 
flutist Amanda Woodward; and The 
Silly People, who teach juggling, plate 
spinning and diabolo—a big spool 


which is twirled and tossed using 
sticks and strings. 

Local percussionist Bob Fensk 
also teaches children of all age 
construct percussion instruments wit! 
milk jugs and to use basic rhythms to 
create a catchy new song and dan 

In his workshop and performanc 
titled Moo-vin’ to the Rhythm, F 
demonstrates his collection of percus 
sion instruments gathered fron 
around the world and talks about th 
names of the various gongs, cym» 
and drums. 

“Kids get a laugh out of the ditle 
ent names,” he says, mentioning tne 
caixixi, which is pronounced ka-she 
she, and the dumbek, a Middle Eas! 
em drum. His collection also incluce 
Tibetan prayer bowls, which “sing 
a stick is moved around the rim of tht 
bowl. 

This is Fenske’s first Children’s Fes 
tival, but he’s an experienced perc 
sion instructor who teaches childre! 
in the schools. 

“They just love it. They Te 
enthused,” he says. “It’s a chanc* 
show Kids that there’s all this stufl 
there.” 

The festival is rounded out by '0' 
ing performers and activities, 2!" 
with luck, the weather will coopera‘¢ 

"It’s so wonderful and powerlul! Pp 
the kids to witness these shows W'" 
full out, grand, beautiful costumes 
music and theatre. We present | 
with great, intelligent material. 
know what's happening, and they & 
so much from it,” he says. “It’s 29° : 
their imagination and where ‘"" 
takes them.” v 
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THE (Propuct) 0’ MOTOKRZR K1™ 
IS DESIGNED T0 HELP ELIMINATE AIDS IN AFRICA 
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www.motorola.com/red 


AVAILABLE AT €) ROGERS 
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‘MARY CHRISTA. O'KEEFE / 


still were doing it,” contends 
Raymond Biesinger, local 
musician/illustrator/man-about-town. 

Following in the indie handiworks 
tradition of Arts vs Crafts or The 
Grand Bazaar—themselves a sort of 
warped nostalgic homage to the kind 
of granny-gathering craft and bake 
sales found in church basements a 
couple times a year—Biesinger brings 
us his version. 

“These things were started by some 
very smart people who are now doing 
other things—like running successful 
restaurants,” he continues. (Bazaar’s 
Julianna Mimande opened the fabulous 
eatery, Bacon, earlier this spring). 

And so, into the void steps the 
Royal Bison Fair. The aesthetic is 
different than its predecessors— 
instead of the Bazaar's fun camp or 
the faux-naiveté of Arts vs Crafts, he 
offers a stark black-and-white 
poster, all immense Russian con- 
structivist type. 

“It's just giant letters saying CRAFT 
AND ART FAIR,”—Biesinger bellows 
these four words—“in a way that’s say- 
Ing ‘this isn’t the Butterdome.’ But 
even ‘craft’ and ‘art’ don’t fit all the 
vendors.” 

While earlier alternative fairs 
included entertainment for more of a 
“happening” feel, Royal Bison is as to- 
the-point as its poster. 

“Bands can be alienating and limit 
the number of people who could have 
been interested in coming. | feel like a 


marychrista @veeweekly.com 
, he truth is, Mwouldn’t be - 
; doing it if people before me 


aurea urnaw 
BISON FAIR 


Pain MUSIC IANNIS SUC 


zit 


curator big giant group show,” 
Biesinger states. “I'm matching up 
areas and looking at contents to have 
everything flow.” 

He sheepishly reveals the ultimate 
in organizational geekiness: a com- 
puter screen glimpse of a graphic 
illustration charting the fair’s venue, 
orderly rows of tables clustered into 
Biesinger’s sections A, B, and C. 


AH, WE SHOULDN'T poke fun. Surely a 


rigorous approach can only benefit 
these events. 

“Well, the risk is mostly gone. It’s 
not an entirely new idea and it has an 
audience, and there are lots of com- 
parable things I’ve done, like putting 
on rock shows or booking our Vertical 
Struts tours or promoting a local 
venue, like the departed Seedy’s,” 
Biesinger explains. “But really, it’s a 
lot of work. I was fortunate the girls 
who went before me were willing to 
share what they learned, like charging 
two dollars at the door keeps table 
prices low, so more vendors can see 
themselves trying it.” 

Biesinger set out to lure a wider 
variety of vendors than previous fairs 
had. He wanted a bigger emphasis on 
“art,” more conscious community rele- 
vance, and gender parity—in other 
words, “not so the guy is just being 
dragged along behind his lady.”. 


Royal Bison vendors include the 
usual suspects—indie fair vets, hipster 
crafters, and mainstays like comic 
book artist Bob Prodor—but also 
accomplish Biesinger’s aforemen- 
tioned goals. 

"There are 45 vendors. More than 
half are first-timers. There are at least 
five artists whose ‘real’ pieces of work 
sell for $500 or more, but they see this 
as an opportunity to do something 
different and fun that still has some- 
thing to do with their art. They think, 
‘what can I make that's cheap and 
cool?” Biesinger enthusiastically lists 
some of Royal Bison’s artier vendors: 
“Nick Johnson from Field & Stream is 
showing his great little drawings, 
Penny Buckner is doing this sort of 
fair for the first time, Nat Danchuk, 


who just had a show at Latitude 53, is 
doing postcards and other small 
things. One artist is painting and sten- 
ciling on top of found art, like stuff 
from Goodwill or garage sales. And 
Jody Shenkaruk’s pinhole camera 
work. Institute Parachute is a bunch 
of recent BFA students who are a total 
wild card. | just said, ‘Come do this 
and do whatever you think is interest- 
ing because I like your aesthetic!’ 
Janet Stein actually casts her own 
jewelry—real metalsmithing artist.” 
Biesinger’s illustration colleagues 
also appear in force. From “Betty” cre- 
ator Gerry Rasmussen (‘he has a chil- 
dren’s book called Sniffy the Beagle,” 


* notes Biesinger) to Lyle Bell’s rock 


posters, there is as wide a variety of 
illustration as can often be found at, 


Another one bites the dust and dies hard 


DIRTY LAUNDRY 


JOEL SEMCHUK 


E 
—< 
us dirtylaundry @vueweekly.com 
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“No more Ms Nice guy,” snarled majority 
owner Diane, threatening to sell the 
team. Goalie Hogie Oogachaka’s wife is 
now a nun, and the team’s Captain, Der- 
rick Capilano, lost his trophy wife Jamie 
Majors. Thankfully, though, minority 
owner Ty Knotley is putting cocaine back 
in the Coke at his Burger Barons, and bar- 
owner Laurel Canyon is in love with com- 
mentator Skeets; she feels like-her soul is 
full of roses 

Playing Montréal, the Die-Hards were 
down 3-2 in the Stanley Cup final. Ten- 
sions were high because the team’s ex- 


young superstar, Dwayne Minsky, is now 
Captain of the Canadiens. That didn’t 
stop Minsky ultrafan Stephanie 
Spellcheck from getting drunk on tequila 
and spewing out her desire to sabotage 
the game for Dwayne, though. 
Stephanie's companion Holly said little 

. just passed Stephanie a joint when 
they walked in on Ty and organist Jean 
Hammond having sex. 

“It's a medicinal fuck,” explained Ty, 
Jean painting out that her hands were 
covered in blisters after playing the organ 
for over 14 overtime periods. 

And a great deal ensued in the inter- 
missions. Here's Hogie crying, missing his 
wife, threatening to quit, spitting out 
frustrations: “| can’t even pray to God 
because the Bastard’s fucking my wife!” 
At least Jean was there to tell him that if 


he ever “needs a friend” he can call her. 
Meanwhile, Jamie Majors angrily threw 
bedroom furnishings into a bag and 
cursed her husband. “You're a has-been!” 
she cried, then left with the mattress. 


During the last overtime, Hogie realized 
that his wife got him to where he was, 
then he fell asleep ... when he woke up, 
he scored the winning goal. 

Team Doctor Beuno Excellente fell 


say, The Works festival. - 

‘There are also leather workers . 
stationary made with recycled p 
some cute soaps and cute crafts, ; id 
a place that turns old computer; into 
jewelry,” Biesinger adds. ’ ‘Hopefully 
this succeeds and we can do Royal 
Bison again and again. I would W. 
to put more stress on not just havir 
local designs made from materia 
from faraway, but also more |, 
objects of recycled material from };, 
in Edmonton. I'd like it to be a one 
tion of local economy and envj;, 
conscious.” 


TO THAT END, Biesinger has welcormeg 
C)SR and a coalition of seven Edm, n 
ton-based record labels to se ur 
tables, along with a “publisher's se, 

tion” populated by people behing tj), 
Edmonton Small Press Association 
and local, recently launched maoa- 
zines Notebook and Here & No,» 
among others. 

“We also have Dr Scientist Sound_ 
locally made guitar pedals. Lyle ¢| 
endorses them! We'll have a testin 
booth in the back with an amp and 
guitar,” he offers. “Plus some Nokomis 
design people are doing cute easy 
dresses and silkscreened tea towels 
and Deadwear does dude clothe 
seriously hardcore man-wear.” 

Of course, Biesinger will also be ply 
ing his recent artistic excursions too 

“I hope to show people that thing 
are being made here that are worth 
having,” he concludes, “and mayb: 
even indicative of something that 
could be called ‘Edmonton Culture 


ant 


asleep during a radio interview on Lazy 
Larry's morning radio show. Lazy Lavy 
nearly latched onto a luscious-!oo\ 
Jamie Majors but was interrupted by Sw! 
Minsky’s thoughts on love and marria’ 
.. and then Beuno’s request to wat! 
Larry had to settle for a threesome 

Still glowing in her love, Laurel invii 
Jamie Majors to be her Maiden of Honou' 
It was unfortunate that the plane Skee! 
was in got shot down over Houston 

Everyone toasted Skeets: “He was |! 
soul of an era,” they sang, “but now ‘ie 
dead.” 

So with Laurel sobbing on the floor « 
her bar and everyone around her chee" 
the Die-Hards’ victory, we leave you '° 
next week for the final game of the Stan 
ley Cup final between the Die-Hards a” 
Montréal. w 


MAY 26+271 the ROYAL BISON CRAFT + ART FAIR is at 8426 GATEWAY Bivd. 


4S vendors * $2° 


10- “Spm 


* just north of the OLD STRATHCONA FARMERS' MARKET - 


sponsored by: VUE a 


focally made jewelry, clothing, records, art, posters, bags, accessories, 


soaps, literary journals, stationary, zines, photographs, etc. 


see fifteen.ca/theroyalbison 
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‘One of the pleasures in writing this still- 
ung column has been my discovery of 
jhe beautiful, wildly diverse and consis- 
tently unusual books lovingly made by 
Gaspereau Press, a little operation run 
ut of Kentville, Nova Scotia. 

| suspect Gaspereau probably doesn’t 
‘sell their wares by the truckload, but 1'll 
het just about everyone who's purchased 
or been given one of their editions treas- 
ures it as a handsome, well-crafted 
‘object whose contents contribute some- 
thing uniquely worth- 
while to Canada’s 
cultural and intellectual 


life. Plus, they feel real- a R U D E A U 


ly nice in your hands. 
But enough gushing. 
The preamble’s basically 
a way of settling down to 
the business of consider- 
ing a pair of otherwise 
unrelated titles from 
Gaspereau's recent and 
plentiful spring crop. In 
keeping with Gaspereau’s 
commitment to publish- 
ing the most commonly 
orphaned forms of con- 
temporary literature, the 
works in question are, 
fespectively, a slim book 
of spare poems chroni- 
cling a journalist/poet's 
month-plus in the East- 
em Sahara and a some- 
what meatier volume 
containing a libretto for a 
few opera about a par- 


ticularly divisive former Broken 


Prime Minister written 
by a prolific poet/essay- 
ist who shares that PM's 
middle name. 

In a certain sense, | 
got nearly as much out 
of the three-page for- 
ward to Harry Thurston's 
Broken Vessel: Thirty- 
five Days in the 
Desert ($15.95) as | did from its 35 
poems, none of which exceed one page in 
‘ength. Thurston, who accompanied a 
team of archeologists while researching a 
_ fion-fiction work on Dakhleh’s “everlasting 
Oasis,” provides in his preface an evoca- 
‘ive deseription of a desert’s near-halluci- 
Natory effect on the senses, the deceptive 
uality of physical proximity and the mag- 
ification af distant sounds, while, by. con- 
‘fast, also comprehending the ways in 
whieh a desert offers meditative clarity 
through its “starkness and hard borders.” 

The poems themselves, however, vary 
considerably with regards to striking upon 
some elear, specific sense of the desert’s 
singular power over the traveller's psy- 
oe. Some are fluid, inspired and fecund 
well beyond their duration; some feel 
“AGemourished and occasionally rely on 
‘ackneyed imagery. 

At times Thurston finds compelling 
Prisms through which to observe the 
desert’s cycle, seeing in it a realm con- 
Structed of debris that “clatter / under- 
‘cot, / until blasted / into oblivion,” the 

broken vessel” finally merging with the 
landscape, which in its totality is some- 


Our poems and PE 


HARRY THURSTON 
THIRTY-FIVE DAYS 


thing unbroken. In one poem Thurston 
envisions a “ghost of a lake” levitating 
above the desert floor. In another he 
regards humans from the vantage point of 
an animal indigenous to the desert, 
equating us with wind: dangerous, but 
only passing through. 

Yet perhaps some of Thurston's poems 
whither from the limitations of their barren 
muse, Observations like “Sand conquers 
everything” or “Rain returns / us to our 
senses” do little to renovate our ongoing 
lyrical exploration of this primordial place. 
And perhaps it's no wonder that the poems 
feel most relevant when they direct us to 
the desert’s unknowability, as when 
Thurston writes: “We need things / that 
cannot be found. / If 
they do not exist, / all 
the better.” Thurston‘s 
eloquence in this last 
piece seems ironically 
tied to the implication 
that some great journeys 


like our visit to the moon 
/ or to that other star / | 
guess you go for nothing 
/ if you really want to go 
that far.” 


COHEN HAD A few 
things to say about 
Pierre Trudeau some 
years back, too, but 
George Elliot Clarke pro- 
poses more than 
enough of his own ideas 
about the controversial 
politico for us to chew 
on as we hum along to 
Trudeau: Long March, 
Shining Path ($21.95), 
the utterly irreverent, 
extremely idiosyncratic 
biographical opera he 
eee ne wrote with DD Jackson 
that premiered last 
month in Toronto. 

Clarke, a_ self- 
described “Baptist- 
Marxist,” seems most 
interested in Trudeau as 
a dynamic encapsulation of a certain 
dream of political force, finesse and fail- 
ure, tracing the man’s philosophical and 
political education through comical, myth- 
ical, sometimes hysterical encounters 
with Mao, Castro, Kennedy, Jacques 
Fanon and Nelson Mandela, measuring 
Trudeau's wavering convictions against 
those of these iconoclastic peers. 

Trudeau literally first emerges from “his- 
tory’s fog” as a grown man ripe for action, 
a titan of confidence and audacity. When 
asked by Mao in 1949 if he’s communist or 
capitalist, Trudeau answers that he’s simply 
a “canoeist,” before promptly seducing 
Chinese poet Yu Xuanji. When decades 
later journalist Simone Cixous asks him 
“Aren't you exhausted by all the attacks?” 
Trudeau answers, in snappy rhyme, “I'm 
comfy in battle fatigues—and in slacks.” 

Trudeau, wrapped in a red and white 
cover that subtly posits its subject as the 
central leaf in our nation’s flag, reads as so 
polemically dense, chronologically com- 
pacted and rhythmically cock-eyed, I'm not 
sure if its core purpose is entirely clear, but 
| can’t say | minded, with it being so much 
fun and so recklessly provocative. w 


i. | simply don’t bear great 
: fruits. Like Leonard 
el Cohen once sang, “It’s 
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Miller isn’t any easier on 
the eyes After the Fall 


DAVID BERRY / david@vueweekly.com 
here are an awful lot of big 
| ideas in After the Fall, 
Arthur Miller's essentially 

autobiographical account of the 
‘SO0s—Red Scare, Marilyn Monroe 
and all—but it’s ultimately a pro- 
foundly personal story, one of a man 
trying to come to terms with who he 
is and what he’s done 

MFA directing candidate Stefan 
Dzeparoski certainly isn’t afraid to 
roll up his sleeves and wrestle with 
the themes, but in doing so, he 
seems to lose some sense of the 
very real personal struggles going 
on, and as a result a play that strives 
to be both intellectual and affecting 
engages the mind but loses the 
heart 

The main problem comes, per- 
haps unsurprisingly, in Ian Leung’s 
performance as the Miller stand-in 
Quentin, a character so thinly veiled 
in Miller's script there’s no point 
whatsoever in changing the name 
The play takes the form of 
Miller/Quentin reliving episodes of 
his life with occasional commentary, 
usually in the form of explaining the 
behaviour that leaves many of the 
other people in his life bewildered at 
best, and hurt or hostile at worst 

Though Leung picks up the often 
sed but irrevocably rational 
ffection of Miller‘s personal 
ctions quite well, it’s really the 
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asides where his performance suf- 
fers. He delivers his lines less like 
he’s actually thinking through what 
happened and more as if he’s come 
to a conclusion long ago, explaining 
away everything in a pat, rehearsed 
manner that belies none of the emo- 
tion or bewilderment he's resisting 
so strongly while they're happening. 

Miller’s script is actually quite 
refreshingly honest for a vanity proj- 
ect. Though he hardly fully indicts 
himself, he doesn’t escape blame, 
and ultimately seems to suggest that 
all the characters don’t so much 
have failings as differences that 
morph into problems when put in 
such close quarters. In Leung's read- 
ing, however, Miller's self-criticisms 
seem flaccid, the half-hearted cen- 
sures of aman more concemed with 
appearing magnanimous than hon- 
estly figuring out anything, and as a 
result the play occasionally picks up 
an “I'm so misunderstood" tone that 
hardly engenders sympathy for its 
protagonist. 


Apply early to determine funding eligibility! 


THE REST OF DZEPAROSKI'S work is 


certainly interesting, but can’t really 
be counted on to pick up the slack 
left by its protagonist. The most 
obvious are the video projections, 
which provide interesting visuals but 
not a whole lot beyond that. 

More interesting, to my mind, was 
the way Dzeparoski contrasts 
Miller's/ Quentin's male and female 
relationships: there’s a noticeable 
undertone in the script of the eternal 
mystery of females, and Miller seems 
to suggest in part that he repeatedly 
fails them because he doesn’t under- 
stand them—there’s a line about his 
not even noticing when he's talking 
to one—but Dzeparoski doesn’t let 
him off quite so easily. Quentin 
relates just as poorly, if not more so, 
with the men in his life—his brother 
and father are nothing more than 
video images, and he’s always more 
fascinated with the women on stage 
than with the men, often abandoning 
male conversation in favour of even 
nothing. 

It’s not exactly women 
Quentin/Miller finds unable to 
explain so much as people, a fact he 
himself doesn’t quite seem to get 
that Dzeparoski teases out nicely. It’s 
just a shame that Quentin can't 
relate better to the audience than 
anyone else he seems to come 
across. V 


Porkka’s Roots are showing 


SHERRY DAWN KNETTLE / sherry@vueweekly.com 


hen Karen Porkka was 
growing up in Southern 
Alberta, her father often 


gathered rocks from the land as he 
worked the family farm. 

“He was always bringing home 
rocks that were special shapes and 
sizes and colours,” says Porkka, who 
helped her father design and build 
rock gardens with them. 

She left home to study the arts, 
focusing on music, but after return- 
ing to Alberta she often visited the 
farm, where she and her father chose 
rocks that she brought back to her 
home in Edmonton. Those rocks are 
now making their way to Mile Zero’s 
dance studio for the season's last 
instalment of the eclectic Salon 
Series and into a show called Rural 
Roots, an exploration of the country- 
side in all its forms. 

For the production, Porkka is 
choreographing a tribute to her 
father, who died last year. The work 
involves creating a landscape using 
the rocks from the farm. 

“Basically the area will be covered 
with them, and we'll carve a path 
through,” she says. 

The work, Groundlessness, is 
named after a Buddhist teaching. 

“You plant yourself and create a 
life, and in reality everything around 
you is groundless, and can be turned 
upside down,” she says, describing 
her father’s interest in Buddhism, his 
life and his concerns about her 
choice to immerse herself in music 
and the arts. 

For the piece, she’s also compos- 
ing her own pre-recorded experi- 
mental music, using flute, voice and 
guitar, simulating various sounds 
including the wind that easily comes 
to mind when thinking of a Southern 
Albertan farm. 

While music comes naturally to 
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Porkka, who also has some dan: 
background, choreographing mean 
breaking out of her comfort zone 

“Us been a little daunting, bu: | 
have to do it,” she says. 


BUT THEN FARMING is a topic tha 


comes easily to lots of local dancers 
and choreographers. Many grew up 
on farms, including Amber Borotsi 
who hails from rural Manitoba. 

A few years ago Borotsik collabo- 
rated on and performed in Scythe, a 
dance theatre project about rural 
depopulation. For the last year, sh 
and Jesse Gervais have been rework 
ing the piece, preparing to present 
the new version in September. |! 
tums out the timing for Rural Roo! 
was perfect for them to show 
excerpts from Scythe. 

“Right now, the choreography i 
based on improvisation,” Borotsik 
explains. "This is our first tim: 
exploring the excerpts as improvisa 
tion rather than as choreography 

“Scythe is inspired by abandonin; 
a family farm,” she adds. “Land 
tied to ancestry—it's been passed 
down from generation to generation 

“When you do decide to sell it 
can be the end of family traditior 
Some families have that farm a 
their identity, and once they've los! 
that they have to reassess who the) 
are.” 

Borotsik’s piece is about 10 mi! 
utes long, and is one of many shor 
pieces by various artists from diffe! 
ent disciplines, spanning topics such 
as birds returning home in spring 
time and the effects of city ligh! 
upon the night sky. w 
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ALLERY 12310 Jasper Ave (482- 
‘10am-5pm * COOL FIELDS: 
ings by Karen Yrkovich * May 26-June 8 
i : Sat, May 26 (2-4pm), 
D , GALLERY 10186-106 
on-Sat 10am-5pm (closed all 
ry: BREW-HAHA: Fun and fab- 
ts; until July 14 © 
AKED TRUTH: Artworks 
until May 26 * Artworks by 
craft artists; June 2-July 14 


‘ANT GALLERY OF ALBERTA Enterprise Square, 
100, 10230 Jasper Ave * Open Mon-Wed 10:30am- 
‘om, The 10; (4-8pm free admission); 
Sun Ham-Spm * CHINA SENSATION: New Art 
om Chenadu; until June 10 ¢ FLAT; An exhibition 
fing artworks by nine Edmonton artists; until 
ay 27 « UNFLAT David Cantine; until June 10 « 
ART OUTBOORS: featuring the ten original-works of 
ait that are featured in the Art Outdoors billboards; 
until May 27 ® BACK TO THE FUTURE: Featured 
artworks by Franklin Carmichael, George Reid, AY 
ackson, Tom Thomson, Frederick Varley, JEH 
Macdonald, Comelius Krieghoff, Lawren Harris, 
Ansel Adams, Maxwell Bates, pein Nicoll, and 
‘pany more; until June 10 * Davey Thompson a 
‘hands-on workshop; Sat, May 26 (1-4pm) ¢ Drop-In 
fours: Sat and Sun (12:30, 1:30, 2:30 and 3:30pm) 


SLECTRUM DESIGN STUDIO AND GALLERY 

2419 Stony Plain Rd (482-1402) © Open Tue by 

‘appointment; Wed-Fri 11am-5:30pm, Sat 11am- 

4pm, clased long weekends * COLLECTION 2006: 
lew artworks by various artists 


feni|« Open Tose ibm Sp Sar gon 8 
(492-2081) © H i 1 |, Sat 2-5pm ¢ 

REACHING OUT WITH HOPE AND HEALING: Artworks 
‘by Robert Popa, 1952-1992; until June 9 © A TRACE 
GF PASSAGE Printworks by Kyla Fischer; until June 9 


FRINGE GALLERY 10516 Whyte Ave (432-0240) 
Spen Mon-Sat $:30am-pm © Recent artworks by 
Violet Gwens © Until May 30 


(AT MULNER-STANLEY A. MILNER 
ARY Main Fi, Sir Winston Churchill Sq (496-7030) 
Open Mon-Fri ; Sat Sam-Spm; Sun 1-5pm 
© THE WRITTEN Featuring works by the 
‘Evmonton Calligraphie Society; until May 30, demon 
_Strations on Sun (1-4pm) © Pre fion of Art and 
‘Design by MacEwan College; June 1-20 
UU 10215-112 St (426-4180) © 

; Sat 12-4pm ¢ FRONT 
ROOM: LITTLE, e Golbys constructed 
‘images were created out of anger in response to 
‘ie day marriage debate in Canada. They address 
‘Ssues of censorship, freedom of expression, gay 
ality, ine between art and pornography; 
until June 16 © THE DRAG KING PROJECT: Artworks 
y Toni Latour; until June 16 


‘THE GALLERY ON MAIN 4910-50 Ave, nd level, 
Fairs 2 2007 SPRING SHOW: 
various painters, fs, glassmakers, 
and sculptors $257) a reception: Fri, 
26 (7-10pm) * Open house: 
27 (1-5pm) 
athcona Place, 10831 
| Open Mon-Fri Sam-4pm 
ring pottery, woodwork, 


2 

June 16 * Opening reception: Thu, May 2 pn 
LANDO GALLERY 11130-105 Ave (990-1161) 
Fine art auction, www.landoartauctions.com featur- 

ing works by Nicholas de Grandmaison, Allen Sapp, 
William Hadd McElcheran, and many others « 
Auction: Sun, May 27 (2pm) # Preview: Fri, May 25 
(10am-6pm); Sat, May 26 (10am-5pm); Sun, May 27 
(noon until sale time) 


LATITUDE 53 GALLERY 10248-106 St (423-5353) 
° VISUALEYEZ 2007: Performance art festival 
curated by Todd Janes * Until May 27 

LOFT GALLERY AJ Ottewell Ants Centre, Red 
Barn, 590 Broadmoor Blvd, Sherwood Park (467- 
4481) * Open Sat 10am-4pm; Thu 5-3pm © TIME 
FOR CHANGE: Artworks by Jane Antoniuk, Karen 
Moir, Sonja Marinoske, Anne McCartney, Diana 
Sapara, and Lynda McAmmond 


MacEWAN COLLEGE MacEwan Rm, City Centre 
Campus, 10700-104 Ave * 16TH ANNUAL ASIAN 
HERITAGE ART EXHIBIT: Tat Ming Yee's Student Art 
Group * Until June 8 (8am-4pm) 


McMULLEN GALLERY U of A Hospital, 8440-112 
St (407-7152) * Open Mon-Fri 10am-8pm; Sat-Sun 
1-8pm * A CONSERVATION PORTRAIT-NATURAL 
HABITATS AND SPECIES: Multi-media artworks of 
the landscape, flora and fauna by Cindy Barratt and 
Elaine Funnell; until May 27 « HAT—STORY: 
Artworks by various artists © June 2-July 28 « 
Opening reception: Thu, June 28 (7-9pm) 


MCPAG 5411-51 St, Stony Plain (963-2777) © 
Open Mon-Sat 10am-4pm; Sun 10am-6:30pm © 
The Dining Room Gallery: Artworks by Mary 
Pityn Doinchuk; until June 28 


MULTICULTURAL HERITAGE CENTRE 5411-51 St, 
Stony Plain (963-2777) © Open daily 11:30am-4pm ¢ 
SASSY LADIES: A display highlighting the “sassy” side 
of women including a revealing collection of intimates 
from the early years ® Until May 28 


NINA HAGGERTY CENTRE FOR THE ARTS 
Stollery Gallery, 9704-111 Ave (474-7611) © Open 
Mon, Wed, Fri 9:30am-2:30pm; Tue, Thu 6:30-4pm; 
6-8pm © COME WHAT MAY 2007: New artworks 
by Nina Haggerty studio artists © Until May 25 « 
Reception: May 24 (4-7pm) 


ORTONA GALLERY 2nd FI, 9722-102 St * Open 
Sat and Sun 12-6pm or by appointment ¢ STICKS 
AND STONES—MAKE MY BONES: Mixed media art- 
works by lva Janiga * Through May 


PETER ROBERTSON GALLERY 10183-112 St (452- 
0286) © Open Tue-Sat 10am-5:30pm; Thu 10am-8pm ¢ 
New artworks by Robert Christie, Johathan Forrest, 
Peter von Tiesenhausen and Susan Qwen-Kagan 


THE PORTAL GALLERY 9414-91 St (702-7522) © 
Open Mon-Wed 12-5pm; Thu-Fri 12-8pm; Sat 12- 
7pm ¢ WARMTH: Figurative and landscape paint- 
ings by Alberta artists ¢ Until June 16 


PROFILES PUBLIC ART GALLERY 19 Perron 
Street, St. Albert (450-4310) © Open Tue-Sat (10am- 
Spm), Thu (10am-8pm) © HIGH ENERGY Xil: 
Artworks by students of St. Albert High schoo! stu- 
dents; until June 2 ¢ HOME BODY: Artworks by Kim 
Bruce, Elizabeth Clark and Bev Tosh; June 7-30; 
Opening reception: Thu, June 7 (6-9pm) ¢ Drop-in 
art for the Artist at Heart: May 31, June 14, 28 


PROVINCIAL ARCHIVES 8555 Roper Rd (427-1750) 
© Open Mon-Sat Sam-4:30pm; Wed 4:30-Spm © 
IMMORTAL NATURE'S AGELESS HARMONY: THE 
BOTANICAL LANTERN SLIDES OF WILLIAM 
COPELAND MCCALLA: Hand-coloured glass lantern 
slides of flowers and plants-by William Copeland, 
1914-1938 © Until Sept. 1 © Free 


ROYAL ALBERTA MUSEUM 12845-102 Ave « 
COOL AND COLLECTED: See the unseen from the 
Museum's collections; until July 2 ¢ GALEN 
ROWELL-A RETROSPECTIVE: Landscape photographs; 
until July 2 ¢ PROJECT RENEWAL: a glimpse of the 
Museums redevelopment plans; until July 2 


SCOTT GALLERY 10411-124 St (488-3619) * Open 
Tue-Sat 10am-Spm * COLOUR SPAIN: Landscape 
paintings of Mojacar by Lynn Malin; until May 29 © 
WOMEN ARTISTS 100 YEARS: Featuring artworks by 
Phyllis Anderson, Noni Boyle, Sharon Delblanc, 
Gwen Frank and many others; June 2-19; opening 
reception: Sat, June 2(2-4pm) 

SNAP GALLERY 10309-97 St (423-1492) ¢ Open 
Tue-Sat 12-5pm * /NVENTIONS AND UNCOMMON 
PLACES: Printworks by Jérg Rothenpieler; until June 
2 Artworks by Blair Brennan; June 7-July 21; 
opening reception: June 7 (7-9pm)* Outer 
Gallery: FRESH AND BITTERSWEET. Senior-level 
printmaking from the U of A; until May 31 


SPRUCE GROVE ART GALLERY » MOMENTS: 
Artworks by Doris Charest * Until May 26 


TA ARTS BARNS 10330-84 Ave (423- 


_ 1492) # SNAP-SHOT OF THE PAST: Local, national, 


and international print works from SNAP’s archives 
© Until mid June 


URBAN ROOTS 82 Ave, 104 St, Alley * FOR- 
WARD: Progressive Canadian graffitti curated by 
John Drager © Until July 15 

JARA GALLERY 3rd Fi, Harcourt House, 10215- 
ip St (421-1731) * Open Mon-Fri 10am-4pm; Sat 
12-4pm * MACBETH'S HORRIBLE IMAGININGS: 


BOOKS 10702 Jasper Ave (423-3487) » 
Reading by Susan Zimmer, author of / Lave Coffee: 
Fri, May 25 (12-1:30pm) * An Evening with the 
Authors: meet the authors shortlisted for the 2007 
Alberta Literary Awards; Tue, May 29 (7pm) « 
Readings by Gayleen Froese, from her book Touch; 
Roberta Rees, from Long After Fathers; Lois Braun, 
from The Penance Drummer, and Margaret 
Macpherson, from Released; Thu, May 31 (7:30pm) 
BLUE CHAIR CAFE 9624-76 Ave (469-8755) « 
Story Slam: An opportunity for writers to share 


their work, explore their talents and show off « 
Third Wed each month © $5 (donation) 


CITY ARTS CENTRE 10943-84 Ave (433-2932) « 
Story Tellaround: TALES Edmonton (The Alberta 
League Encouraging Storytelling) # June 8. (8- 
10pm) * First visit ts free, thereafter $3 

* Creative nonfiction at the Mac featuring Running 
Uphill by Fil Fraser * Sun, May 27 (2pm) 

KASBAR LOUNGE Basement of Yiannis Tavera, 
10444 Whyte Ave (914-8620) © Rapture: Open stage 
poetry with the Raving Poets band every Wed (sign- 
up: 7:30pm; show: 8pm) until May 30 

MANDOLIN BOOKS 6419-112 Ave © Book launch 
and discussion with Susan Scott's Al/ Our Sisters, 
introduction by Ray Martin © Thu, May 24 (7pm) 
NAKED CYBER CAFE 10354 Jasper Ave © Music, 
poetry, and performance art open stage hosted by the 
Naked Eclectic Electric Orchestra * Every Thu (8pm} 


ROSIE'S BAR AND GRILL 10475-80 Ave (433- 


~ 2932/439-7211) * Midsummer Madness by TALES 


Edmonton * Thu, June 7(7-pm) © $5 


3 BANANAS CAFE AT CHURCH HILL SQUARE « 
WOW ~ Wired on Words: We all have something to 
Say, amateurs and professionals alike. Let this cre- 
ative writing process guide you into self-discovery 
© Meetings bi-monthly, Sun (4-6pm) e-mail feelga- 
odbewellin2007@qmail.com for info 


UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA Rm 1-22, Education 
South Building, www.caa-alberta.org * Canadian 
Authors Association meeting featuring presentation 
on Quiet Listening and Creative Practice by Joe 
Simons © Fri, May 25 (8pm) 


EET § ‘i 
THE COMEDY FACTORY 2414 Gateway Boulevard 


(469-4999) © Thu (8:30pm), $11; Fri (8:30pm), $20; Sat 
(8pm), $20; Sat (10:30pm), $20 « Every Wed (8:20pm): 
Wacky Wednesday, $5 © Lorenzo ‘Hitman’ Thomton; 
May 24-26 © Chris Molineux May 31-June 2 

THE COMIC STRIP 1645 Bourbon St, WEM, 8882-170 
St (483-5999) * Open nightly 8pm, Fri 8pm and 
10:30pm, Sat 8pm and 10:30pm, Sun 8pm « Kelly 
Taylor, Lars Callieou, and James Uloth; until May 27 © 
Hit or Miss Mondays; Mon, May 28 © Altemative 
Comedy Night Tue, May 29 ¢ Joe Derosa, Matt 
Wojicicki, Dan Bodribb, Rob Pue; May 30-June 3 


CROWN AND ANCHOR PUB 15277 Castledowns Rd 
(472-7696) © Ha-Ha-Off comedy * Every Thu (9pm) 
NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE © Comedy 


Extravaganza: First Tue each month; ne minors; 
8:30pm (door), Spm (show) * $5 


RIVERSIDE BAR AND GRILL 367 St. Albert Rd 
(460-1122) © Wednesday Night Live Open stage 
for comedy, and music hosted by Barbara May and 
the Tumbling Dice (8-10pm) * No cover 


SHAW CONFERENCE CENTRE 9797 Jasper Ave 
* Love 2 Laugh: Ogie Alcasid, Ai-Ai Delas Alas « 
Sun, June 3 (7pm) 


YUK YUK'S KOMEDY KABARET Londonderry . 
Mall (481-9857) * Open Wed-Thu 8pm, Fri-Sat 
8pm and 10:30pm © Sun: Industry Night; $10 « 
Wednesday Crash and Burn * Brad Muise, Tyler 
Hawkins and Bill Macintosh; May 24-26 


THEATRE 


AFTER THE FALL Timms Centre for the Arts, U of A 
Campus (420-1757/492-2271) * Studio Theatre * By 
Arthur Miller, directed by Stefan Dzeparoski ¢ An 
autobiographical work which deals with the questions 
of guilt and innocence * Until May 26 (8pm); matinee: 
May 24 (12:30pm) © $8-$20 at the Timms Centre for 
the Arts (one hour prior), TIX on the Square 


DIE-NASTY—DIE-HARDS SIGN LARAQUE! 
Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 Ave (433-3399) « The 
Legendary live improvised soap opera, This season, the 
Canadian Comedy Award-winning improv troupe Die- 
Nasty presents The Die-Hards: the greatest NHL hock- 


ey team that never was ® Every Mon (8pm) * Season ~ 


Finale: Mon, May 28 $10 (door) _ 


EAST OF MY USUAL BRAIN Varscona Theatre, 
10329-83 Ave (433-3399 #1/420-1757) © “New play 
by Stewart Lemoine starring Ron Pederson, Belinda 
Cornish and Ryan Parker in a tale of young book- 
store clerk Eric Thaw whose perceptions of life in 


Doctors 


& Derriéres 
Posing for a global cause 


Until June 9 {Tue-Sat 8pm; Sat matinees Zpm) « 
$20 (adultl/$17 (student,senior/Equity) at 
the Square; Pay-What-You-Can: Tue/first Sat mat 
(May 26); Sat mat (June 2 and 9): $10 


FROM CRADLE TO STAGE Walterdale Playhouse, 
10322-83 Ave (439-2845) © Three Original one act 
plays by local playwrites. The Traveling Nude by 
Phil Kreisel, Perdu by Katherine Koller. and Pieces 
by Kristen Findlay * Until May 26 (Tue-Sat 8pm). 
Sun matinees (2pm) ® $12 (student/senior\/$14 
(adult) at TIX on the Square 


GENTLEMEN PREFER BLONDES Mayfield Dinner 
Theatre (1-800-661-9804) * A funny, classy, sexy musi- 
cal with music by Julie Styne and lyrics by Leo Robin. 
Lorelei Lee, 2 gold-diaging blonde bombshell, and her 
street-wise showgirl friend Dorothy Shaw, take a vaca 
tion cruise through Europe * Until June 24 


GRANNY GHOST WHISPERER Jubilations Dinner 
ieee, 8882-170 Street, WEM (484.2424) © Until 
lune 3 


OLIVER! Citadel Shoctor Theatre, 9828-1014 Ave 
(425-1820) © Musical by Lionel Bart, based on the 
Story Oliver Twist by Charles Dickens ¢ Orphaned, and 
forced to live in a brutal workhouse, young Oliver 
wants more than the pitiable hand dealt him by fate 
Sold to the local undertaker, he escapes into the seamy 
underworld of Victorian London where he falls in with 
a gang of child pickpockets * Until June 3 © Tickets 
available at the Citadel Theatre box office 


. OH SUSANNAI Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 Ave 


(433-3399) * The Euro-style variety spectacle. hosted 
by international glamour-gal Susanna Patchouli and her 
divine co-host Eros, God of Lave * Sat, May 26 (11pm) 
® Tickets available at the door 


SPRING FLING Reed's Bazaar and Tea House in Fort 
Edmonton Park (434-5564/420-1757) ¢ Shadow 
Theatre's fundraiser, a casual and classy evening fea- 
turing theatre, music and art with a silent auction. 
Music by Jocelyn Ahif. Kathleen Rootsaert, Tom 
Edwards and David Belke star in a special Improv 
interlude. Sneak a peek at Shadow’s 2006-2007 sea- 
son, with readings by Coralie Caims, Lora Brovold 
John Sproule, John Hudson, and many others * June 
3 (8pm) © $50 at TIX on the Square 


TEENSGTHE TURN FESTIVAL Citadel Theatre (425- 
1820) * SubUrbia by Eric Bogosian; May 26 (2pm) « 
Into the Woods by Stephen Sondheim and James 
Lapine; May 25, 27 (7pm) * Violence in Edmonton, a 
work-in-progress; May 24 (7pm), May 27 (3:30pm) » 
Vinegar Tom by Caryi Churchill; May 24 (8:30pm, May 
27 (2pm) ® Teens@the Tum Cabaret: May 26 (7pm) © 
Students Club Shorts: May 22 (8:30pm) 


MAY 24 - MAY 30, 2007 


39 


WUEWEEKLY 


Tua 


Deep LET EEE LL 


SHREK THE THIRD / 44 


rt 


With the Brothers Quay, something weird this way comes 


JOSEF BRAUN / josef@vueweekly.com 

Nn a recent, much discussed essay 
I for Film Comment on 

the necessity of film 
canons, filmmaker/critic 
Paul Schrader included in 
his criteria for cinematic "ROOK 
greatness the quality of “strangeness.” 
He lifted the term from literary critic 
Harold Bloom, who described 
strangeness as that element which 
“we can never altogether assimilate.” 

Strangeness, writes Schrader, 
“enriches the traditional notion of 
originality, adding the connotations of 
unpredictability, unknowability and 
magic.” And strangeness is perhaps 
one of the key distinctions between 
great craftsmanship and great art: 
unapologetic about its ambiguities, it 
invites the audience to puzzle, won- 
der and release themselves from the 
tyranny of expectation. 

However, strangeness and its limi- 
tations is a topic that comes to mind 
a lot when I revisit the films of 
Stephen and Timothy Quay, who've 
made several of the most extraordi- 
nary animated shorts of the last 
quarter century. Elliptical, bizarre, 
abound with Freudian phantasmago- 
ria and often wordless, their films, at 
least upon first viewing, often walk a 
fine line between mysterious-com- 
pelling and insular-incomprehensi- 
ble, to the point of viewer 
withdrawal. It’s tempting to say they 
function better as a showcase for 
visual art, for obsessively fussed over 
tableaus, rather than anything as 
time-based as film, but such a state- 
ment would ignore the startling, 


Let's get animated with Judge's and Hertzfeldt’s toon 


CAROLYN NIKODYM / carolyn @vueweekly.com 


nimation has a way of reflect- 
A= our world back 
to us in ways that 
can be both relevant and 

irreverent, both serious and 
silly—and often in the THIS ROCKS 
same film. Its ability to shape our 
reality into whatever a director 
desires makes it a form like no 
other—its inherent magic makes it 
intrinsically accessible. 

If you've seen either of the first two 
incarnations of The Animation Show, 
then you'll be familiar with curatorial 
choices of Mike Judge (Beavis and 
Butt-Head and Office Space) and Don 
Hertzfeldt (Oscar-nominated animat- 
ed short Rejected). Their choice of 
toons have subtle humour and a 
bleaker side 

The Animation Show 3 contin- 
ués on this path, including another 
Hertzfeldt offering, and Butt-Head 
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essential component of movement 
that practically defines this work. 
Metro Cinema is showing the 
majority of their shorts in Tales of 
The Brothers Quay, two programs 
playing over the course of this week- 
end (May 25 - 28) that shouldn’t be 
missed by anyone with the slightest 
curiosity. Given the enigmatic excess, 
1 think the trick with some of these 


FAI, MAY 25, SUM, MAY 27 & THU, MAY 31 (7 PM); 
SAT, MAY 26, MON, MAY 28 (9 PM) 


THE ANIMATION SHOW 3 
VARIOUS DIRECTORS 

CURATED BY MINE JUDGE, CON HERTZFELO 
MFTRO CNEMA, S10 


puts on his best cigar-smoking jacket 
to introduce us to some of the best 
shorts to cross the desks of the two 
animators. 

City Paradise, one of the collection’s 
dreamiest films, comes from Gaélle 
Denis. Tomoko, a young woman, 
moves to London from Japan, and is 
almost literally a fish out of water as 
she tries to make a place for herself in 
her new home. Using 2D, 3D, as well 
as live-action animation, Denis 
explores her subject through the jux- 
taposition of deep reds and grim 
greys. Tomoko discovers an under- 
ground world in a local swimming 
pool, and it’s a place that opens her 
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films is to enter them with a certain 
degree of context, some knowledge of 
the artist's intent. It goes against the 
mighty dictum of a movie standing up 
on its own, with no extra-filmic info 
invading your viewing experience (a 
policy I generally prefer to abide), but 
there’s just no denying that these 
films yield considerable riches to 
those who watch them with some 
idea as to what the hell they're sup- 
posed to be about. 


IDENTICAL TWINS BORN 60 years ago 


in Norristown, Pennsylvania, The 
Brothers Quay, pretty damn strange 
figures in their own right (they origi- 
nally considered careers as gym- 
nasts), studied illustration at the 
Philadelphia College of Art and the 
Royal College of Art in London, where 


they later began their career in film- 
making. These village-bred, archaical- 
ly bent American expats were no 
doubt delighted to be that much clos- 
er to Eastern Europe, the home of the 
artistic and literary traditions (Kafka’s 
diaries was reportedly a galvanizing 
force) that inform all their work. 

In The Cabinet of Jan Svankmajer 
(1984), an homage to the celebrated 
and supremely demented Czech ani- 
mator, the Quays introduce the hol- 
low-skulled, expressionless dolls that 
will play a pivotal role in future proj- 
ects, most memorably in Street of 
Crocodiles (1986), where a number of 
them crop up, swarming the protago- 
nist puppet, light passing eerily from 
behind their empty eye sockets. 

Street plunges the viewer into a 
predominantly soot-tinged urban 


eyes up to the beauty all around her— 
even in her real world. 


MANY OF THE FILMS have something 
to say about the human condition. 
Hertzfeldt’s Everything Will Be Okay 
finds its inspiration in the existential 
musings of Hesse and Kafka, with its 


FILM 


protagonist Bill realizing how mean- 
ingless his life has become—just a 
series of boring routines. Similarly, 
Joanna Quinn's Dreams & Desires: 
Family Ties—screened last January as 
part of the Best of the Ottawa Anima- 
tion Festival—follows Beryl, an ama- 
teur filmmaker with unrealized goals 


labyrinth, a subterranean post-indu 
trial metropolis of dusty wires, grimy 
windows, dancing pins and scre\ 
and, a major Quay ingredient, phan 
tom drawers. At one point a slab of 
raw meat is spread out over a map 
I'm not certain this goes anywher 
Still, it’s fascinating, unfathomably 
detailed and textured, and it seems to 
get better with repeat visits 

In This Unnameable Little Broon 
(1985) the epic of Gilgamesh is the 
alleged source material. In any cas« 
it's a point of reference. A room floats 
in a void, Dali-esque tennis rackets 
droop over high-tension wires, and 
there’s a peep show provides views of 
a pendulous organ swinging inside 
female viscera. The central figure 


CONTINUES ON PAGE 42 


show 


of grandeur. 

Max Hattler’s Collision takes a look 
at the wider world. Using the geomc! 
ric shapes and colours of Islamic pat 
terns and the American flag, the more 
abstract piece explores what happet's 
when two worlds collide. A more 
irreverent result comes from Frango's 
Caffiaux and Thomas Salas's Versus 
with the Reds facing off with the Blue: 
to stake an Olympian-style claim 0" 
the island between them. 

The most irreverent, however, '° 
Pes’s Game Over. Using stop actior 
the audience is given a chance |° 
relive the glory of old video games 
The Centipede board is made of cup” 
cakes and muffins, while Spa 
Invaders is played out with plas“ 
bugs. Pac-Man, Frogger and Astero'a 
are similarly rendered. While G@!"'* 
Over seems to be the odd man ou! a 
the lineup, it does make for 2 nice 
finish. v 


ARAUN / josef@vueweekly.com 
| + iawing compulsively at the 


synthetic fabric of 
modern anxiety, 
invites you to listen i) 

5p hear something. That humming 
synd? What is that humming sound? 
ore to the point, what's that sound 
der that humming sound? That 
syerage you're drinking —who made 
4t? Did you watch them make it? 
dis it just you or are the lights 
kering ... in Morse Code! 

Seriously, Bug gives you the creeps, 
yen if the people in it are, you know, 
wt of their goddamned minds. Or 
naybe they're just forming the logical 
inks, from speculation to paranoia to 
ne uncovering of some magnificent 
inister truth. Some meetings feel too 
bviously like destiny, and when 
enes (Ashley Judd), holing up with 
heap liquor and drugs in a middle- 
nowhere rented room, meets Peter 
Michael Shannon), a tall, soft-spoken 
anger who resembles a handsome 
artian, sparks fly. They even set off 
he smoke alarm. 

Agnes's rather nasty ex (Harry Con- 
ick Jr) is out of the pen, but the 
phone keeps ringing and nobody’s 
here, so vagabond Peter might as 
well stay the night. The connections 
between these lonely folks are multi- 
orm, but it’s particularly conspicuous 
hat Agnes lost a child and Peter a 


this a Bug which | 
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vital BY WILLIAM FRIEDKIN 
ITTEN BY TRALY LETTS 


lth STARRING ASHLEY JUDD, MICHAEL SHANNON, 
HARRY CONNICK JR, LYAN COLLINS 


mother. An uncanny trust is formed 
right away, consummated in a strange 
sexual union. Post-coitus, Peter starts 
finding microscopic insects in the 
sheets, and maybe Agnes sees them 
too. Are the insects a product of their 
binding of fluids? Can this get any 
weirder? (The answer is yes.) 


ADAPTED BY TRACY LETTS trom his 
own play, Bug is claustrophobic like a 
Petri dish. Eggs are hatched. Largely 
confined to the musty motel, it’s virtu- 
ally hermetically sealed, self-con- 
tained to the point of making its own 
tules, even its own genre—not quite a 
horror film, not quite a love story, but 
feeding off both templates. 

It's also the most dazzling thing 
directed by aging movie brat William 
Friedkin in a very long time, gliding 
from strange cut to strange cut ina 
relay of creeping zooms and looming 
shadows. He swoops over a horizon- 
less blue desert like it’s an alien land- 
Scape, does unnerving things with 
onions and grocery carts, and leads 
us toward unbridled mania ever so 
gently, incrementally. Just as impor- 
tantly, he trusts in his actors, particu- 
larly Judd, who slides with absolute 


ANNOUNCING 
Four NEW Programs 


conviction from toughness to fearful- 
ness to playfulness. 

Ironically, while Letts’s play is the 
thing—and Bug feels unmistakably 
like a play—I’m not entirely sure the 
source material’s quite'as strong as 
what's been done with it. It starts very 
seductively, gets terrifically complicat- 


3-D Modeling for 
Animation & Games 


VFX for Film & 
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Animation Art & 


ed, then rushes headlong and hysteri- 
cally toward the ecstatic oblivion of 
early Sam Shepard. It ends as a sort of 
babbling, theme-heavy, Philip K Dick- 
friendly mess, yet Friedkin and com- 
pany mould it into vivid cinema Bug 
is, after all, very much a story of 


transfiguration w 


see before me? 


mobile 


1) Umbrella 
Rihanna 


2) Paralyzer 
Finger Eleven 


3) Girlfriend 


Avril Lavigne 


=f) Don’t Matter 


kon 


5) Glamorous 
Fergie 


6) This Is Why I’m Hot(Chorus) 
MIMS 

7) This ts Why I’m Hot 

MIMS 

8) Super Mario Bros. 


Super Mario Bros 


9) Beautiful Liar 
Beyonce & Shakira 


10) Smack That feat. Eminem 
Akon 
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CAROLYN NIKODYM / carolyn @vueweekly.com 
Ster the Wedding is one of 


those rare films 


where you can see 
the director thinking, 
where there are no loose THS ROCKS 
scenes could be considered throw- 
“away. From its opening frames right to 
its ending, Susanne Bier's (Open 
Hearts) film has everything in its place. 

On paper, the storyline could seem 
a bit contrived. Danish expat Jacob 
(Mads Mikkelsen) runs an orphanage 
in southern India that is chronically 
low on funds. He is compelled to 
return to Denmark when Jorgen (Rolf 
Lassgard), a wealthy businessman 
there, offers the project $4-million 
dollars—on the condition that Jacob 
close the deal in Copenhagen. While 
Jacob's there, however, Jorgen plays 
the puppetmaster, dangling an old 
family secret that changes the course 
of Jacob's life forever. 

This is where my job gets diffi- 
cult—I don’t want to give away too 
much. It isn’t After the Wedding is a 
thriller or even that some of the plot 
isn't easily conjectured, but there is a 
subtle suspenseful thread that runs 
through it that weaves the film its 
many layers. 


IT DIDN'T TAKE LONG for me to stop 
waiting for the La Chiffre blood tear 
to creep out of Mikkelsen, who 
played the Casino Royale villain. 
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FAL MAY 25 
& | AFTER THE WEDDING 
“ee | DIRECTED BY SUSANNE BIER 
| WRITTEN BY BIER, ANDERS THOMAS JENSEN 
STARRING MADS MIKKELSEN, ROLF LASSGARD, 
SIDSE BABETT KNUDSEN 


Between Bier’s exceptional camera- 
eye and Mikkelsen’s understated and 
compelling performance, there was 
so much more depth to drink in. Mix- 
ing together an ounce of stoicism, a 
cup of pathos and a dash of deep- 
seated anger, Jacob comes across as 
a man both shyly conflicted and 
openly confident. 

The way Jacob sputters and stut- 
ters about the work of the orphanage 
to the businessman who holds the 
power of its survival or the way his 
body assumes more space when his 
back is forced up against a wall is 
really quite mesmerizing. Mikkelsen 
completely inhabits his character, 
giving him not just depth but total 
personhood—f that makes sense. 

Likewise, Lassgard rejects the 


temptation to make Jorgen the stereo-" 


type of the overbearing, powerful 
businessman. He is certainly larger 
than life, ably filling his massive man- 
sion with personality, but his mortal 
humanity also seethes just under the 
surface until it bubbles over near the 
film’s end. Again, I don’t want to give 
too much away, here, but I will say 
that, with the scene in question, I 
have never seen anything like it—and 
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you'll know it if you see it. 

The biggest joy of all, though, is 
watching Bier at work. Using close- 
ups of eyes, or a single eye, of fingers 
on skin or a throat, she conveys a 
sense of letting us into her charac- 
ters. And the quick cuts to and from 
memories give us glimpses of life 
beyond she what she tells us. 

The way each scene is set up is 
another clue that we are seeing both 
everything Bier wants us to see and 
only what she wants us to see. When 
Jorgen gets drunk, for example, he 
gets belligerent, trying to assert his 


\. 


virility, he is in his dead animal 
room. The mounted heads of deer 
surround him, watch him, and seem- 
ingly and silently mock him. Again 
Bier uses closeups, volleying 
between a deer's glass eye, Jorgen’s 
wife's (Helene, played beautifully by 
Sidse Babett Knudsen) mouth and 
over to his eye. 

What Bier ends up with is melo- 
drama without the theatrics, emo- 
tional depth without the 
sentimentality and familiarity with- 
out the cliché. And its a joy to watch 
her work. w 
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seems Cybernetic, Emblemic of the 
Quays’s preoccupation with Mech a 
nisms and machine nudity. Nature jg 
Stifledin both content and form 

Consistently impressive jn all this jg 
the sheer scope: these worlds are fab. 
ricated completely, as much Works . 
décor, and especially architecture a 
they are filmic mise-en-scéne. \; ae 
the impression these Suys make filing 
simply to get lost in the worlds ti,.. 
create. And why not? You Might giy 
12 minutes to an elaborately stag. d 
photo by (fellow twin) Joel-Petey 
Witkin, or a Bosch painting, so why, 
not take a guided tour of Quay land 


AMI CONVINCING YOU or putting yo, 
off altogether? Let me Say this: |'q 
argue without reservation that In 
Absentia (2000) is a chilling little mas. 
terpiece. And that helpful conte, j 
Was suggesting is actually hinted 3) in 
the film’s closing titles: it’s Inspired by 
letters Emma Hauck (1878-074, 
wrote to her husband from a men; | 
asylum, palimpsest-like letters vith 
one layer of text written over anothe; 
a blur of psychic anguish on pape: 

From the haunting Opening image 
of a dusky, desolate landscape, t 
pencil leads arranged on windowsills 
to the sinister curtains blowing from 
inside a balcony window, to Emma's 
hands rubbing the back of her neck 
as though unable to locate the source 
of some deep ache, every moment 
accumulates to some condensed por 
trait of a fractured individual. Ligh 
flashes and flits throughout the 
rooms and the landscape as though 
trapped and searching for a way out 
animating objects along the way 
intangible force trapped by a greater 
unseen force. 

The last major ingredient of thx 
Quay films I'll mention—the only o: 
not created by the brothers them- 
selves—is the music, which for / 
Absentia was provided by avan 
garde legend Karlheinz Stockhausen 
imbuing something like the sharpen 
ing of a pencil with tremendous 
lence. Music might be the key 
sympathizing with the Quays's w: 
as a whole, the source of its lori 
and weird lyricism. 

I've heard that the Quays wan 
of shorts now, but the decade separ 
ing the completion of their two !! 
action features, Institute Benjani 
and The Piano Tuner of Earthqua! 
isn’t a promising sign with regards | 
their ability to secure financing. | 
shame, because for all my questions 
about their films, it makes me sad | 
imagine a world in which such sing! 
lar creative eccentrics can't flourish ¥ 
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ott Weinberg, eFilmCritic.com * Mattew Leyland, 8 


"Gory, Funny, Scary... A horror-comedy for fans of 


: ; oe i ° Shaun of the Dead and American Werewolf in London." 
e 
; ai - Jane Crowther, Total Film Magazine 
ScotiaBank 
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DAVID BERRY / david @vueweekly.com 
otwithstanding the fast-food, 
plastic-toy market- 


ing campaigns and @ 


occasional poop jokes, 

Shrek as a franchise has 

always seemed far more for TH SUCKS 
parents than their kids. Sure, the kids 
get to laugh at bubbling mud or Eddie 
Murphy's relentlessly annoying side- 
Kick shtick, but most of the humour is 
of the ironic pop culture variety, as if 
entertaining the kids is only an after- 
thought, second place at best to wink- 
ing asides to their parents. 

Partly because of that—and partly 
because every film comes as a pack- 
age of entertainment, complete with 
aforementioned marketing tie-ins and 
a gift-wrapped alterna-pop sound- 
track courtesy of Dreamworks’ record 
division—Shrek has always seemed 
like particularly joyless kids’ enter- 
tainment: compare this trilogy to any 
three of Pixar’s films (save maybe the 
relatively lacklustre Cars) and qualita- 
tively they may be a bit of a wash, but 
as far as sheer enjoyment goes, every- 
one—creators and audience—just 
seems to be having more fun. 

Through the first two movies fea- 
turing the big green ogre, that fact 
was éasy enough to ignore, largely 
because of the aforementioned quali- 
ty: they were prosaic laugh factories, 
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NOW PLAYING 


SHREK THE THIRD 

DIRECTED BY CHRIS MILLER & RAMAN HUI 
WRITTEN BY ANDREW ADAMSON, JEFFAEY PRICE, 
PETER S SEAMAN, JOHN ZACK 

VOICED BY MIKE MYERS, CAMERON DIAZ, 

EDDIE MURPHY, ANTONIO BANDERAS, 

AUPERT EVERETT, JUSTIN TIMBERLAKE 


but at least they were (fairly) consis- 
tently funny, through some combina- 
tion of Mike Myers’ verbal mugging 
and a Zucker-style approach to pop 
culture and/or fairytale references 
(through everything you can think of 
at it, something will hit). When the 
conveyer belt sputters, though, as it 
clearly does in this laugh-an-hour 
third instalment, it sure is easy to 
remember how thoroughly banal 
Shrek can be. 

Though it manages to stay above 
the bottom tier of computer-animated 
cash-ins—your Barnyards, your Shark 
Tales—thanks partly to pedigree, 
Shrek the Third doesn’t try a whole 
lot harder than those unfortunates, 
letting its frequently grating charac- 
ters go at every cheap, easy gag they 
can find (there’s actually a flapping 
dickie among the ye oldes and zany 
teenbonics, though they spare us the 
“me so solly”). There might well be 
three movies’ worth of material to be 
mined from skewering fairy tales with 
as many fart jokes as possible, but it 
seems as if the production team pretty 
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thoroughly gave up after number tw: 


THE STORYLINE OF THE MOVIE is actu. 


ally among one of the funniest bits 
though it’s of course entirely uninten- 
tional. When Fiona’s Frog King father 
croaks—that’s one of the few jokes 
the producers don't jump on, actually 
so apologies for using it—it’s up to 
Shrek to track down the only other 
heir to throne (King Arthur, played by 
Justin Timberlake, because hey, might 
as well cash in on the pop culture as 
much as possible), lest he have to 
take it for himself and desert hi 

beloved swamp. That mission is com 

plicated by the fact Prince Charming 
has rallied the fairytale villains to get 
their happily ever after by taking over 
the Kingdom, and Shrek's nervous 

ness about Fiona’s pregnancy 

Making the protagonist of what’ 
ostensibly a children’s movie absolut 
ly petrified of kids is both hilarious and 
some indication of the thought and 
care that went into the productio! 
that’s either gloriously cynical o! 
remarkably ill thought-out, though m) 
instincts point to the former. 

As it stands, there’s more or less 
only one reason | can think to see 
Shrek; a fight scene involving the CO! 
Snow White screeching the beginning 
to “Immigrant Song” to call down an 
attack of forest creatures. Thal on 
scene is far creepier than anything 
else in the movie is funny. ¥ 
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DING Mads Mikkelsen, 
idse Babett Knudsen 
ctor Susanne Bier's 


in India and who discovers 
|tering secrets when he 


ON SHOW 3 Mike Judge 
: jand Don Hertzfeldt (Reject- 
ain to put together a com- 
nated shorts. Read Carolyn 
s review on page 40. ZEIDLER HALL, 
25, SUN, MAY 27 & THU, MAY 31 (7 

(MON, MAY 26(9 PM) 


shley Judd, Michael Shannon and 
Harry Connick Jr star in The Hunted direc- 
tor William Friedkin’s thriller about an 
unhinged war vet, who shacks up in a 
creepy motel with a woman and who 
sees insects everywhere. Read Josef 
Braun's review on page 41. 


JESUS CAMP A documentary by The Boys 
of Baraka directors Heidi Ewing and 
Rachel Grady that explores the world of 
Evangelicals in middie America. ZEIDLER 
HALL, THE CITADEL; THU, MAY 24 (7 PM) 


MAN'S FAVORITE SPORT? Rock Hudson, 
Paula Prentiss and John McGiver star in 
Gentlemen Prefer Blondes director 
Howard Hawks’s romantic comedy about 
the consummate sportsman who is 
coerced to enter a fishing competition 


even ie he’s never done it before. 
AOYALALBERTA MUSEUM; MON, MAY 26 (8 PM), 


PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: AT 
WORLD'S END Johnny Depp, Orlando 
Bloom and Keira Knightley star in Gore 
Verbinski’s final instalment of a swash- 
buckling trilogy. 


TALES OF THE BROTHERS QUAY 1 & 2 4 
collection of 13 films by the identical 
Quay twins, who find their inspiration in 
Easter European arts to create miniature 
puppet worlds. The films are divided into 
{wo programs. Read Josef Braun's review 
i ths 40. Program 1: FRIMAY 25 (9 PM) & 

MAY 28 (1PM): Program 2: SAT, MAY 26 (7 PM) & 
SAN HALL THE CITADEL 
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FRI, N 


seen eeesuessancnce nae 


All showtimes are subject to change 
at any time. Please contact theatre 
for confirmation. 


CHABA THEATRE-JASPER 


8094 Connaught Dr, Jasper, 
852-4749 
SPIDERMAN 3 (PG, frightening scenes, 
not suitable for younger children) Fri, Sat 
6:25, 9:30; Sun-Thu 8:00; Sat-Sun 1:30 
SHREK THE THIRD (PG) Fri Sat 7:00, 
9:10 Sun-Thu 8:00 Sat-Sun 1:30 


| CINEMA CITY 12/MOVIES 12_| 
Cinema 12: 963-90 St. 463-5481 
Date of issue only: Thu, May 24 


BRIDGE TO TERABITHIA (PG, may 
frighten young children) Sat-Mon 11:35; 
Daily 2:15, 5:05, 7:50, 10:15; late night 
show 12:20; Kids Kabin Fever: 2:15 


REIGN OVER ME (14A, mature themes, 
Coarse language) Sat-Mon 11:00; Daity 
1:35, 4:10, 7:00, 9:35; late night show 
12:05 


300 (18A, gory scenes) Sat-Mon 11:10; 
Daily 1:50, 4:30, 7:10, 9:45; late night 
show 12:15 


FIREHOUSE DOG (PG) Sat-Mon 11:25; 
Daily 2:00, 4:40, 7:25, 9:50; late night 
show 12:20 


LUCKY YOU (PG, coarse language) Sat- 
Mon 11:05; Daily 1:40, 4:15, 7:05, 9:40; 
late night show 12:10 


TMNT (PG) Sat-Mon 10:55; Daily 1:10, 
3:05, 5:15, 7:30, 10:05; late night show 
11:55 


THE REAPING (144, frightening scenes) 
Sat-Mon 11:45; Daily 2:10, 4:35, 7:15, 
9:20; late night show 11:25 


GHOST RIDER (14A) Sat-Mon 11:15; 
Daily 1:55, 4:25, 6:55, 9:15; late night 
show 11:35 


MUSIC AND LYRICS (PG) Sat-Mon 
11:30; Daily 2:15, 4:45, 7:20, 9:30; late 
night show 11:50 


PREMONITION (PG, frightening scenes 
not recommended for young children) 
Sat-Mon 11:40; Daily 2:05, 4:20, 7:40, 
10:10; late night show 12:25 


ARTHUR AND THE INVISIBLES (G) 
Sat-Mon 11:50; Daily 2:20, 4:50, 7:45, 
10;00; late night show 12:00 


NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM (PG, not rec- 
ommended for young children) Sat-Mon 
11:20; Daily 1:45, 5:00, 7:35, 9:55; late 
night show 12:05 

Movies 12: 130 Ave 50 St, 472-9779 
Date of issue only; Thu, May 24 


BRIDGE TO TERABITHIA (PG, may 
frighten young children) Thu 1:55, 4:50, 
7:25, 9:45 

REIGN OVER ME (144, mature themes, 


coarse language) Thu 1:20, 4:10, 6:55, 
9:35; Fri-Sat 12:00 


300 (18A, gory scenes) Thu 1:50, 4:40, 
7:20, 9:50 

NORBIT (PG, crude content, sexual con- 
tent, not recommended for children) Thu 
2:00, 4:45, 7:40, 10:00 

FIREHOUSE DOG (PG) Thu 1:35, 4:20, 
7:00, 9:20 

LUCKY YOU (PG, coarse language) Thu 
1:15, 4:05, 6:45, 9:25 

TMNT (PG) Thu 1:10, 3:10, 5:05, 7:10, 
9:15 

PREMONITION (PG, frightening scenes 
not recommended for young children) 
Thu 1:40, 4:35, 7:35, 9:40 

THE LOOKOUT (14, coarse language) 
Thu 2:05, 4:25, 6:50, 9:10 


"THE REAPING (14A, frightening scenes) 


Thu 1:25, 4:15, 7:15, 9:45 
GHOST RIDER (14A) Thu 1:30, 4:30, 


Say 


lias 


7:05, 9:30 


NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM (PG, not rec- 
ommended for young children) Thu 1:45, 
4:55, 7:30, 9:55 


10200-102 Ave, 421-7020 
SHREK THE THIRD (PG, no passes) 


Daily 12:15, 1:15, 2:40, 3:45, 5:00, 6:45, 
7:20, 9:15, 9:50 


PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: AT 
WORLD'S END (PG, violence, not rec- 
ommended for young children, no pass- 
€s) Daily 12:00, 1:00, 2:00, 4:00, 4:45, 
6:30, 8:00, 8:30, 10:00 


GEORGIA RULE (14A, mature theme, 
sexual content) Fri-Tue Thu 12:30, 3:10, 
7:10, 9:45; Wed 12:30, 3:10, 9:45 


28 WEEKS LATER (18A, gory scenes) 
Dally 12:45, 3:20, 7:15, 9:35 


SPIDER-MAN 3 (PG, frightening scenes, 
not recommended for young children) 
Daily 12:20, 3:30, 6:50, 9:55 


WAITRESS (PG, sexual content, mature 
themes) Dally 12:40, 3:40, 7:00, 9:30 


4211-139 Ave, 472-7600 
PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: AT 
WORLD'S END (PG, violence, not rec- 
ommended for young children, no pass- 
es) Fri-Sat 12:00, 4:00, 8:00, 1:30, 5:30, 
9:30, 1:00, 4:45, 9:00, 12:30, 4:30, 8:30, 
2:00, 6:30, 10:00; Sun 12:00, 4:00, 8:00, 
1:30, 5:30, 9:30, 1:00, 4:45, 9:00, 12:30, 
4:30, 8:30, 2:00, 6:30; Mon-Thu 4:00, 
8:00, 5:30, 9:30, 4:45, 9:00, 4:30, 8:30, 
6:30 
SHREK THE THIRD (PG) Fri-Sun 12:40, 
3:20, 7:00, 9:35, 1:10, 3:40, 7:30, 9:50, 
3:10, 6:40, 9:05; Mon-Thu 3:20, 7:00, 
9:35, 3:40, 7:30, 9:50, 6:40, 9:05, 3:10 


SPIDER-MAN 3 (PG, frightening scenes, 
not recommended for young children) Fri- 
Sun 12:20, 3:30, 7:10, 12:50, 3:50, 6:45, 
9:40; Mon-Thu 3:30, 7:10, 3:50, 6:45, 
9:40 

28 WEEKS LATER (184A, gory scenes) 
Daily 9:55 


GALAXY-SHERWOOD PARK 


2020 Sherwood Drive, 
416-0150 

PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: AT 
WORLD'S END (PG, violence, not rec- 
ommended for young children, no pass- 
es) Fri-Sun 12:00, 1:00, 1:45, 3:35, 5:00, 
7:00, 8:00, 9:30; Mon-Thu 7:00, 8:00, 
9:30 
SHREK THE THIRD (PG, no passes) 
Fri-Sun 11:30, 12:30, 1:30, 3:00, 3:15, 
4;00, 6:30, 6:45, 7:30, 9:00, 9:15, 9:50; 
Mon-Thu 6:30, 6:45, 7:30, 9:00, 9:15, 
9:50 
GEORGIA RULE (14A, mature theme, 
sexual content) Fri-Sun 12:45, 3:20, 6:40, 
9:45; Mon-Thu 6:40, 9:45 
SPIDER-MAN 3 (PG, frightening scenes, 
not recommended for young children) Fri- 
Sun 12:15, 12:50, 3:45, 4:15, 6:55, 7:15, 
10:15, 10;30; Mon-Thu 6:55, 7:15, 
10:15, 10:30 


8712-109 St, 433-0728 


AWAY FROM HER (PG, coarse lan- 
guage) Daily 6:50, 9:10; Sat-Sun 2:00 


2950 Calgary Trail, 436-6977 
BUG (STC) Fri Mon-Thu 7:20, 9:60; Sat- 
Sun 1:40, 4:05, 7:20, 9:50 
CHEENI KUM (STC, subtitled) Fri Mon- 
‘Thu 7:45; Sat-Sun 1:10, 4:20, 7:45 


AWAY FROM HER (PG, coarse lan- 
guage) Fri Mon-Thu 6:55, 9:25; Sat-Sun 


FILM 


1:15, 3:45, 6:55, 9:25 


WILD HOGS (PG, coarse language, not 
recommended for young children) Fri 
Mon-Thu 7:25, 9:35; Sat-Sun 1:50, 4:15, 
7:25, 9:35 


PROVOKED (144, coarse language, 
mature theme) Fri Mon-Thu 6:50, 9:30: 
Sat-Sun 1:20, 3:50, 6:50, 9:36 


HOT FUZZ (14A, gory scenes, coarse 
language) Fri Mon-Thu 7:05, 9:40; Sat- 
Sun 1:30, 4:10, 7:05, 9:40 
DISTURBIA (14) Fri Mon-Thu 7:10, 
9:45; Sat-Sun 1:35, 4:00, 7:10, 9:45 


AMAZING GRACE (PG) Fri Mon-Thu 
6:45; Sat-Sun 1:00, 3:35, 6:45 


BLADES OF GLORY (PG, crude con- 
tent, not recommended for young chil- 
dren) Dally 9:15 


GRANDIN THEATRE 
Grandin Mall. Sir Winston Churchill 
Ave, St. Albert, 458-9622 


SHREK THE THIRD (PG) Fri Sat Sun 
11:05, 12:00 Daily 1:00, 2:00, 3:00, 4:00, 
5:00, 6:00, 7:00 8:00, 9:00, 9:50 


SPIDER MAN 3 (PG, frightening scenes, 
not recommended for young children) 
Daily 1:20, 3:55, 6:30, 9:10 


PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: AT 
WORLDS END (PG, violence, may fright- 
n young children) Fri Sat Sun 11:45; 
Daily 1:10, 3:00; Thu Advance Screening: 
8:30 


LEDUC CINEMAS 
4762-50 St, Leduc, 996-2728 


SPIDERMAN 3 (PG, frightening scenes, 
not recommended for young children) 
Daily 6:45, 9:40; Sat-Sun 12:45, 3:40 


SHREK THE THIRD (PG, no passes) 
Daily 7:00 9:15 Sat-Mon 1:00, 3:20 


28 WEEKS LATER (184, gory scenes) 
Daily 7:05, 9:20; Sat-Sun 1:05 3:20 
PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: AT 
WORLD'S END (PG, violence; not rec- 
ommended for young children) Daily 6:30, 
10:00 Sat-Sun 1:30 


MAGIC LANTERN-CAMROSE 
Camrose, 780-608-2144 


SHREK THE THIRD (PG) Daily 7:00 
9:10; Sat, Sun 2:10 


PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN AT 
WORLDS END (PG, violence, not rec- 
ommended for young children) Daily 7:30; 
Sat, Sun 1:50 

SPIDERMAN 3 (PG, frightening scenes, 
not recommended for young children) 
Daily 7:30; Sat, Sun 1:55 

GEORGIA RULE (14A, mature themes, 
saxual content) Daily 6:55 9:00; Sat, Sun 
2:05 

HOT FUZZ (14A, gory scenes, coarse 
language) Daily 6:50 9:05; Sat, Sun 2:00 


MAGIC LANTERN-SPRUCE GROVE 
205 Main St, Spruce Grove, 972-2332 
PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: AT 
WORLDS END (PG, violence, not rec- 
‘ommended for young children) Daily at 
7:30; Sat Sun 2:00 


METRO CINEMA 


9828-1014 Ave. Citadel Theatre, 425- 
9212 


ANIMATION SHOW (STC) Fri Sun Thu 
7:00 Sat Mon 9:00 
BROTHERS QUAY PROGRAM 1 (STC) 
Fri 9:00 Mon 7:00 


BROTHERS QUAY PROGRAM 2 (STC) 
Sat 7:00 Sun 9:00 


i 


14231 137th Avenue, 732-2223 
PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: AT 
WORLD'S END (PG, violence, not rec- 
‘ommended for young children, no pass- 
88) Fri-Sun 11:00, 11:30, 12:00, 1:00, 
2:00, 3:00, 3:30, 4:00, 5:00, 6:00, 7:00, 
7:30, 8:00, 9:00, 10:00. 10:45, 11:00; 
Mon-Thu 11:30, 12:00, 1:00, 2:00, 3:00, 
3:90, 4:00, 5:00, 6:00, 7:00, 7:30, 8:00 
9:00, 10:00 


SHREK THE THIRD (PG, no passes) 
Fri-Sun 11:15, 11:40, 12:10, 12:40, 1:15, 
1,45, 2:10, 2:30, 2:50, 3:45, 4:15, 4:50, 
5:15, 6:15, 6:45, 7:20, 7:45, 8:30, 9:15, 
9:40, 10:30; Mon-Thu 11:40, 12:10, 
12:40, 1:15, 1:45, 2:10, 2:30, 2:50, 3:45. 
4:15, 4:50, 5:15, 6:15, 6:45, 7:20, 7:45, 
8:30, 9:15, 9:40, 10:30 


28 WEEKS LATER (18A, gory scenes) 
Daily 1:30, 4:45, 7:40, 10:15 


GEORGIA RULE (144, mature theme, 
Sexual content) Fri-Mon Wed-Thu 12:30, 
9:50, 6:40, 9:20; Tue 3:50, 6:40, 9:20; 
Star and Strollers screening: Tue 1:00 


SPIDER-MAN 3 (PG, frightening scenes, 
hot recommended for young children) Fri- 
Mon Wed-Thu 11:50, 12:50, 3:20, 4:10, 
6:30, 7:10, 9:30, 10:20; Tue 11:50, 3:20, 
4:10, 6:30, 7:10, 9:30, 10:20; Star and 
Strollers screening; Tue 1:00 


FRACTURE (144A) Dally 4:30, 7:15, 
10:10 


1037-82 Ave, 433-0728. 


AFTER THE WEDDING (STC) Daily 
6:50, 9:10; Sat-Sun 2:00 


THE LIVES OF OTHERS (14A) Daily 
6:50; Sat-Sun 1:00 


PROVOKED (144, coarse language 
mature theme) Daily 9:20; Sat-Sun 3:30 


WEM, 8882-170 St, 444-2400 
PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: AT 
WORLD'S END (PG, violence, not rec 
ommended for young children, no pass- 
es, digital) Fri-Sat 11;00, 12:00, 1:00, 
2:00, 3:00, 4:00, 5:00, 6:00, 7:00, 8:00, 
9:00, 10:00, 11:00; Sun 11:00, 12:00, 
1:00, 2:00, 3:00, 4:00, 5:00, 6:00, 7:00, 
8:00, 9:00, 10:00; Daily 12:00, 4:00, 
8:00; Mon-Wed 12:00, 1:00, 2:00, 3:00, 
4:00, 5:00, 6:00, 7:00, 8:00, 9:00, 10:00; 
Thu 12:00, 1;00, 2:00, 3:00, 5:00, 6:00, 
7,00, 9:00, 10:00 


SHREK THE THIRD (PG) no passes, 
digital) Dally 11:30, 12:30, 12:45, 1:30, 
2:30, 3:30, 3:45, 4:30, 5:30, 6:30, 7:15, 
7-20, 8:30, 9:30, 9:45, 10:30 


SPIDER-MAN 3: THE IMAX EXPERI- 
ENCE (PG, frightening scenes, not rec- 
ommended for young children, digital, 
IMAX) Daily 12:00, 3:30, 7:00, 10:00 


SPIDER-MAN 3 (PG, frightening scenes, 
not recommended for young children, 
digital) Fri-Tue Thu 1:15, 4:45, 8:15 
10:40; Wed 1:00, 4:45, 8:15, 10:40 


28 WEEKS LATER (184, gory scanes, 
digital) Daily 1:45, 4:15, 7:45, 10:15 


DISTURBIA (14A, digital) Daily 12:15, 
3:15, 6:45 


SOUTH EDMONTON COMMON 
1525-99 St, 496-8585 


PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: AT 
WORLD'S END (PG, violence, not rec- 
ommended for young children, no pass- 
es) Fri-Sat 11:00, 11:30, 12:00, 1:00, 
1:80, 2:00, 3:00, 3:30, 4:00, 5:00, 5:30, 
6:00, 7:00, 7:30, 8:00, 9:00, 9:30, 10:00, 
11:00; Sun 11:00, 11:30, 12:00, 1:00, 
4:30, 2:00, 3:00, 3:30, 4:00, 5:00, 5:30, 
6:00, 7:00, 7:30, 8:00, 9:00, 9:30, 10:00; 
Mon-Thu 12:00, 1:00, 1:30, 2:00, 3:00, 
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3:30, 4:00, 5:00, 5:30, 
8:00, 9:00, 9:30, 10:00 


SHREK THE THIRD (PG, no passes) 
Fri-Sun 11:15, 11:45, 12:15, 1 155, 
1:45, 2:15, 2:30, 2:45, 3:15, 3:45, 4:20, 
4:45, 5:15, 5:45, 6:15, 
3:15, 8:30, 9:15, 9:45, 10:15, 1 10:45 
Mon-Thu 12:15, 12:45, 1:15, 1:4 
2:30, 2:45, 3:15, 3:45, 4:30, 
9:45, 6:15, 6:45, 7:15, 7:45, 8:15, 
9:15, 9:45, 10:15, 10:45 


6:00, 7:00, 7-20, 


Fri-Tue Thu 12:10, 
10:30; Wed 12:10, 2:50, 10:30 


GEORGIA RULE (14A, mature theme 
Sexual content) Fri-Mon Wed 1:10, 4:10 
6:50, 9:40; Tue 4:10, 6:50, 9:40; Thu 
1:10, 4:10, 9:40; Star and Strollers 
screening: Tue 1:00 

SPIDER-MAN 3 (PG, frightening scenes 
not recommended for young chi 
Mon Wed-Thu 12:30, 1 
TA10, 8:10, 10:20; Tue 12:30, 3:50, 4:50, 
7:10, 8:10, 10:20; Star and Strollers 
screening: Tue 1:00 


FRACTURE (14A) Daily 9:50 


| WESTMALLS MALL 8 
8882-170 St. 444-1829 


SHOOTER (18A) Fri Mon-Thu 6:45, 
9:30; Sat-Sun 12:45, 3:30, 6:45, 9:30 


300 (18A. gory scenes) Fri Mon-Thu 
7:00, 9:50; Sat-Sun 1:00, 3:40, 7:00, 
9:50 

ARE WE DONE YET? (G) Fri 4 
9:40; Sat-Sun 12.40, 2:40, 4:45, 7:2 
9:40; Mon-Thu 7: 9:40 


PATHFINDER (184) Daily 10:00 


REIGN OVER ME (144, matun 
coarse language) Fri Mon-Thu 6:4¢ 
Sat-Sun 1:10, 3:45, 6:46, 9:20 


FIREHOUSE DOG (PG) Fi 4:30, 7:30; 
Sat-Sun 1:20, 4:30, 7:30; Mon-Thu 7:30 


BRIDGE TO TERABITHIA (PG, may 
frighten young children) Fn 5:00, 7:10, 
9:25; Sat-Sun 12:30, 2:45, 5:00, 7:10, 
9:25; Mon-Thu 7:10, 9:25 


THE REAPING (144 frictitening scenes) 
Fri 4:00, 6:30, 9:00; Sat-Sun 1:30, 4:00, 
6:30, 9:00; Mon-Thu 6:30, 9:00 


TMNT (PG) Fri 4:50, 6:50; Sat-Sun 
12:50, 2:50, 4:50, 6:50; Mon-Thu 6:50 


GHOST RIDER (1 4A) Daily 9:10 


WESTMOUNT CENTRE 
111 Ave, Groat Rd. 455-8726 


PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: AT 
WORLD'S END (PG, violence, not rec- 
ommended for young children, no pass- 
es) Fri Mon-Thu 7:45; Sat-Sun 12:00, 
3:45, 7:45; Fri 6:30, 10:00; Sat 2:30, 
6:30, 10:00; Sun 2:30, 6:30; Mon-Thu 
6:30 

SHREK THE THIRD (PG, no passes) Fi 


7:00, 9:15; Sat-Sun 12:39, 3:00, 7:00, 
9:15; Mon-Thu 7:00, 9:15 
SPIDER-MAN 3 (PG, fnghtening scanes, 
not recommended for young children) Fri 
Mon-Thu 6:45, 9:45; Sat-Sun 12:15, 
3:15, 6:45, 9:45 


WETASKIWIN CINEMAS 
(1). 780-352-3922 


SPIDERMAN 3 (PG, frightening scenes, 
not recommended for young chidren) 
Daly 6:45, 9:40; Sat-Sun 12:45, 3:40 


SHREK THE THIRD (PG, no passes) 
Daly 7:00, 9:15; Sat-Sun 1:00, 3:20 


THE INVISIBLE (14) Daily 7:05, 9:25; 
Sat-Sun 1:05 3:25 


PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: AT 
WORLD'S END (PG, violence; not rec- 


ommended for young chidren) Dally 6:308 | 


10:00 Sat-Sun 1:30 
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That’s when Lacuna Coil reaches for its Revolver 
CRISTINA SCABBIA SHRUGS OFF THE ‘HOTTEST CHICKS IN METAL’ TITLE 


EDEN MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.com 
ouring is not such a cheap 
endeavour for bands these 
days. Take a look at the price 
of gas at the pumps, factor in costs for 
lodging and food, multiply that by the 
number of people on the road and the 
bills will add up quickly. 

There are a number of ways that 
musicians combat rising costs, from 
the indie band that packs its members 
and all their equipment into a rickety 
old van to the Rolling Stones, who 
can sit back and wait for the endorse- 
ments to roll in, picking whichever 
one covers the most costs. 

Italy's Lacuna Coil is one of those 
bands planted firmly between the two 
extremes: the band released its first 
EP in 1998, following that up with 
four full-lengths and plenty of touring, 
including a couple of stints on 
Ozzfest. In short, Lacuna Coil has 
been around long enough and seen 
enough success that the band is well- 
beyond the rickety van stage, but has 
yet to reach the upper echelons of 
touring acts who collect sponsors like 
trading cards. 

There’s always a way, though, and 
for Lacuna Coil, opportunity arose 
when female vocalist Cristina Scab- 
bia—she shares the vocal department 
with male singer Andrea Ferro— 
graced the cover of Revolver 
Magazine's inaugural instalment of its 
“Hottest Chicks in Metal” issue last 
year. Scabbia returns for this year's 
issue—this time sharing the cover 
with Bleeding Through’s singularly 
named Marta—and Lacuna Coil is 
headlining “The Hottest Chicks in 
Metal Tour” launched in conjunction 
with the issue 

For Scabbia, the chance to hit cities 
that the band has never played before, 
coupled with the considerable advan- 
f lver’s promotional power, 
negative imagery that 
€ might conjure up in 


ple don’t really care 
€ that you give to a 
n’t our idea anyway, 
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FRI MAY 25 (7 PM) 


LACUNA COIL 

WITH THE GATHERING, THIS MOMENT 
STOLEN BABIES 

DINWOODIE $20 (ALL AGES) 


but it was the best way to promote 
the tour as long as Revolver is a very 
popular magazine,” Scabbia says over 
the phone from a tour stop in Québec 
City. “I personally don’t really like the 
name, but who cares. | mean the 
bands are really worth it, so that’s all 
that counts. You can have a beautiful 
name and shitty bands—for us it is the 
opposite.” 

While “Hottest Chicks"-type tours 
might seem more at home in the 
world of ‘80s hair metal than in 
today’s gothic-metal landscape, Scab- 
bia fully understands the advantage of 
having a magazine like Revolver 
behind the tour. 

“It’s always like that,” she explains. 
“If you want to do a good tour, you 
have to have the promotion to sup- 
port it, because even if a good band is 
coming to play in a city, if nobody 
promotes the event you will never 
know it.” 


AS MUCH AS the magazine and pho- 
tos might help to spread the word 
about the tour, what really stands out 
is the quality of the music. Lacuna 
Coil's grandiose and complex songs 
are a far cry from the watered-down 
versions that Evanescence continues 
to offer up for public consumption. 
Scabbia might be the cover girl when 
it comes to photos, but within the 
band she keeps her voice dialed into 
the songs, soaring through them 
while never wresting the spotlight for 
herself. Every member of the band— 
rounded out by guitarists Cristiano 
Migliore and Marco Biazzi, bassist 
Marco Coti Zelati and Cristiano Moz- 
zati—plays a part in the music both 
on record and on the stage, and Scab- 
bia says that’s exactly the way that 
they like it. 

“Absolutely,” she states emphatical- 
ly. “That's how it should be. I mean, 


it’s not like an exhibit of pictures is a 
concert. It has to be this way. 

Scabbia says that another benefit of 
the promotional push that the band 
has received from Revolver is that the 
increased recognition has helped 
Lacuna Coil to reach beyond its typi- 
cal fan base. She explains that there 
are now very few barriers when it 
comes to the type of people that the 
group has seen out on tour. 

“A lot of young kids, a lot of people 
that have been following us since the 
beginning, a lot of people coming to 
the shows with Cannibal Corpse or 
Sodom t-shirts,” she laughs as she 


Fri May 25 


Sam Roberts Band is back! 


with Bedouin Soundclash 


ON THE COVER 


considers the variety of fans at the 
group's shows, taking a more serious 
tone as she continues. “Unless you 
want to close yourself in a cliché, 
people don’t care anymore about pre- 
conceptions about the music or if you 
have a woman in the band or stupid 
shit like that. They're just like, ‘okay, 
the music is good, I want to go see a 
good concert and I expect to see a 
good concert.” 

That Scabbia wants to give the fans 
the concert that she believes they 
deserve is a testament to her loyalty 
to them, and she and the rest of the 
band carry that attitude with them 


beyond the stage, happily talking with 
their fans whenever they can 

“For us it honestly comes pretty 
natural, because we still rémember 
where we're coming from,” Scabbi; 
says. “We know that if it’s not for the 
fans following you and Supporting 
your music and buying your record 
you are nothing no matter who you 
are. Without the fans we are nothing 
For you it might be nothing—it might 
be two minutes of your life—but for 
them it’s everything.” 


ON THIS TOUR, LACUNA COIL is actuaniy 


mixing up the live show and personal 
meetings, performing a select number 
of acoustic mini-gigs that Scabbia 
admits are a touch mellower than the 
full-on metal show they normally traf- 
fic in, followed by a question and 
answer session where the band chats 
with its audience. 

The acoustic sets illustrate Lacuna 
Coil’s willingness to follow its muse 
wherever that might lead, and Scab- 
bia couldn't be more pleased about 
that approach, 

“7 think it’s amazing when a band is 
not afraid to show different sides, and 
we are one of the bands who like to 
experiment with different things, tak- 
ing risks sometimes,” she explains. "A 
lot of the bands like to stay within a 


\ specific configuration following a 


cliché. We don’t really care—we fol- 
low our art, so if we feel that we want 
to be a little bit more mellow or more 
aggressive, we don’t really care aboul 
giving a name to our music. We defi- 
nitely like to explore every bit of terri 
tory that we'd like to explore. 

As to whether the acoustic per- 
formances might eventually lead the 
band to recording a full acoustic 
album, Scabbia says that the group 
does not look that far ahead, instead 
letting the music evolve and flow nal 
urally when the members sit down to 
write each new album. 

“I cannot really tell you, because we 
are following our inspiration at the 
moment,” she chuckles, “You can't 
really force creativity, whatever it is.” ¥ 
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Ss Wainwright and I had 


ently about what a drag 
is being clean and sober all the 
time, but still so sensitive." 

inlike: 


mint 
nail never referred to as a diva, 
put frequently an icon. Beyond her 
lifetime career as a creative force, she 
also holds sway over our collective 
minds as being one of those rare 
perennial beauties whose appeal 
crosses generations and genders. 

Her extraordinary voice remains a 
devastating instrument, used conver- 
sationally or in service to song. It 
matters little what she’s saying— 
although she chooses her words with 
the precision of someone who 
believes in the intense totemic power 
of language—her gorgeous purr com- 
municates fully with the effortlessness 
of a master. It’s astonishingly alive- 
sounding, warm, inquisitive and gra- 
cious, rich with wry humour. 

Of course, that same voice has also 
been, at various times and across 
albums as disparate as her early self- 
titled coffee-house folky offering, 
1979's fierce comeback Broken Eng- 
lish and 2002's smartty playful Kissin’ 
Time: angelic, seductive, shattered, 
bruised, savage, weary, conspiratorial, 
defiant, triumphant and uncompro- 
misingly romantic. 

Today it’s assured and mellow, ris- 
ing through parts where she’s a wink- 
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MARIANNE FAITHFULL 
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ing raconteur, earnest and unmediat- 
ed answering questions about her 
work, frequently billowing out into a 
husky chuckle that would be self-dep- 
recating in anyone less complex. 
Faithfull is rightfully an icon. 

“But there's a divine connection 
you get when you're not cloudy and 
you can take life as it is, because 
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that’s worth it. The pain and the 
pleasure,” Faithfull continues. “Espe- 
cially if you get a lot of pleasure from 
your work, as I do.” 


FAITHFULL SEEMS SANGUINE, though 
she admits to jet-lag, having travelled 
to California from her home in Paris 
the night before. Does she have 
friends in Los Angeles? “Not many. 
Just Carrie.” Faithfull adds quickly, 
“Fisher. We're good friends.” 

Faithfull knows pretty much every- 
one who has been in the global boho 
scene since the Swinging ‘60s, when 
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the posh Londoner jettisoned her 
privilege to hang out (and later sing) 
with David Bowie and the Rolling 
Stones. She counts among her closest 
allies some of the most artistically 
fearless creators in music, literature 
and performance, and tends to favour 
people whose pasts are as wiggy as 
her own. 

Her journey from muse to artist is 
near mythic—the rich, convent-edu- 
cated virgin despoiled by, of all things, 
Mick Jagger. One suspects the truth 
may be more nuanced, but the heroic 
magnitude of her transformation is so 


ThinkTE NK - 


LIMITED TIME OFFER... 


CALL: 


central to understanding the domi- 
nant themes of her music, so it's 
worth accepting at face value 
Besides, her voice reflects the story, “ 
changing over the years from a high, 
sweet songbird lilt to the melodious, 
weathered instrument of today 

“I understood what a muse was 
and | accepted it,” Faithfull explains, 
“Dut just for me, I knew it was going 
to be a destructive job. It’s a choice, 
you know, to dedicate your life to your 
own work or to theirs. I got to the 
point where I could do my own work. 
There was just a feeling | had, that I 
had much more in me.” 

Faithfull is often framed as the 
ultimate survivor, and over the past 
few months she’s daubed another 
square on the bingo card of lifetime 
personal drama. A worldwide tour 
was cancelled late last year when 
she was diagnosed with breast can- 
cer, shy of her 60th birthday. Less 
than half a year later, Faithfull 
returned to the stage and her com- 
mitments. She notes her tour, a 
semi-acoustic affair she dubbed 
Songs of Innocence and Experience 
(cribbed from the poet William 
Blake), is “a lovely show, much more 
delicate. Not actually very ‘tock.’ 

She chuckles wickedly. “Well, 
Except Broken English: ‘Why'd you do 
what you did?” she growls. 

“I's good to be singing; good to be 
alive and well,” she concludes. "I have 
a very powerful relationship with my 
voice. It’s the only instrument I play." w 


3S com 


MONTHLY 
RENTAL COST 


Soth sides must be visable to 
wo way traffic, unless you <an 
place two ségm On yOUr property 


Limited time offer, Think TANK 
reserves the right to change or 
withdraw the program at ary 
time without notice 


MUSIC 


MAY 24- MAY 30,2007 WW 


™»)) 


KKK KKK KK 


CON 


nan” 


& (lf Chy 
aa 
JUTE 


WWW.ICONOFCOIL.COM WWW.NEWCITYCOMPOUND.COM 


' 
— iF m 2 FROM INNER SPACE 


oc 


“ICON OF COIL 


“AMOR SECO 
rH EN 


Pri 


BEEFEEDERS 


and guests tha 
AUSTRALIA’S PREMIERE FUNK/SOUL PERFORMERS!! 


oe JUNE 18TH and JUNE 19TH 


MAY 24 - MAY 30, 2007 


@ 
rites paws 
ee ANRICHOW 


‘- 


ay 


IDD81 Jasper Ave i py Build 
coll 429-CLUB for more info 


$5 


No Minors. 


Wa'll Brine You a Fret eats. 
FUNNIEST COMEDIANS!! 


FULL MENU / FULL TABLE SERVICE 


aded south to Chicago, where he 
orked in a Women’s and children 
;elter and ran a soup kitchen for 250 
ople. 

other move brought Penner to 
js current home in Calgary, though 
hasn't spent much time there dur- 
ne the past few months. Currently on 
e road with fellow singer-song- 
jter Rodney DeCroo and guitarist 
»n Wood, Penner himself has been 
ouring for the last four and a half 
onths, covering the territory all the 
yay from Calgary to Montréal, down 
» Texas and Lousianna and around 
slifornia before finally heading back 


“ye always been kind of a wander- 
ng soul and even when I was work- 
g with the homeless, everybody 
ere was a Wanderer and I related to 
al,” Penner relates over a scratchy 
ountain phone line out of Winlaw, 
“when I roll into a town, I don’t 
to the casinos and the malls; | 
ant to see the heart of the people. | 
ant to see how the geography 
ffects them, I want to see how the 
imate affects them, I want to see 
ow the political field that they're liv- 
¢ in affects them. There are other 
lives being lived everywhere else and 
want to see those things first hand.” 


/ARAH CHAN / sarah@vueweekly.com 

t comes from the St Crispin’s 

day speech in Henry V: ‘We few, 

we happy few, we band of 
fothers,”’ explains local clarinettist 
Pon Ross about the origins of St 
rispin's Chamber Ensemble's 
mame. “It is all about big undertakings 
by small groups. 1 draw from about 15 
layers and construct different cham- 
ber combinations.” 
For Ross, the combination of clar- 
*!, cello and piano—the group’s cur- 
€nt configuration includes Ross on 
'erinet along with lan Woodman on 
ello and Sarah Ho on piano—is his 
*<'sonal favourite, which will no 
‘ut be reflected in the lush and 
*eauliful pieces on the program. 

Featuring Brahms’ Trio Opus 114, 
John Ireland’s Fantasy-Sonata and 
Pisces by Fauré and Manuel De Falla 
“ranged by Ross, the chamber group is 
aking @ return to their classical roots 
er various other modern projects. 
. g's mn deRatiely putting Sarah to 
a Ross comments. “The Ireland 
h ano Sonata requires a pianist with 

“ge chops and a poetic spirit. It’s 
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TS | WITH RODNEY DECROD, MIKE ANGUS 
Coe | VELET UNDERGROUND SiO 


TRUE TO HIS WORDS, Penner spent 13 
years in close quarters with the 
homeless, doing what he could to 
make a difference in their lives, 
although he admits that he often 
learned more from them than they did 
from him, and that has emerged in his 
songwriting. 

“Sometimes | see it that I've sat and 
I've listened to 10 000 souls and I feel 
like it’s just all those people living 


THU MAY (7:30 PM) 
=|] CRISPIN'S 


CHAMBER ENSEMBLE 
MUTTART HALL AT ALBERTA CLLEGE 
(1050 MACOOKALD ORWE Ss 


PREVUE 


kind of like British seascapes, English 
pastoral music. The first three quar- 
ters are pastoral, but at the end it you 
can hear the war coming,” 

The concert also boasts a world 
premiere of a classical Indian-style 
piece, Mandala, commissioned for the 
ensemble, written by Calgary compos- 
er Sonya Guha-Thakurta. 


“WE WORK REALLY hard to make 
chamber music inviting, inclusive, and 
fresh and new. We do a real mix of 
classical masterpieces and new 
music,” says Ross of the group. “One of 
the things that interests us is composi- 
tion, so I am always looking for really 
expressive music from wherever. 

“The theme for the program is St 
Crispin plays nice,” Ross enthuses as 
he continues. “Everything is lush and 
beautiful on the program. We're not 


Mark Gallup 


inside of me and me telling their 
tales,” he explains. “For 13 years | 
worked with the homeless—i don’t 
even like to say worked—I just spent 
time there and listened and listened 
and listened. 

“{ dropped out of college and | 
thought, ‘well, I'm going to earn my 
degree by working at every single 
place that I can,’” he continues. “So | 
worked with so many different people 
from young kids to leading addiction 
groups for people who are 65, 70, and 
what I learned was you listen, you 
don’t judge and you be kind. That's it, 
you keep it at the basics and you live 
by principles like that.” w 


St Crispin’s Chamber Ensemble are 
shiny, happy people 


using anything electronic. | just want- 
ed to settle down and play nice. 

“This is my favourite chamber com- 
bination, and a really sympathetic 
bunch of players. What we are aiming 
for here is something really expres- 
sive, inviting and beautiful.” v 
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LIVE MUSIC 


BACKDRAUGHT PUB Open stago; 
Spm 

BLIND PIG Open stage new age; 9- 
\pm 

BLUE CHAIR CAFE Marty Siltanen 
{CD release); donations 


BLUES ON WHYTE JW-Jones 
Blues Band 

CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY PUB 
Open stage hosted by Alberta Crude; 
6-10pm 

DRUID Open mic hosted by Chris 
Wynters every Tue; Spm 

DUSTER'S PUB Jam hosted by 
Brian Petch 


EDDIE SHORTS Music trivia with 
Colin and Ed from Almost Famous 


FOUR ROOMS Don Bemer; 8pm 
HULBERT'S Thursday night singer- 
songerwriter, roots, blues, and folk 
night: Lara Yule Singh and Alexia 
Melnychuk: 8pm; $10 (min charge) 
THE IVORY CLUB Live Dueling 
Pianos, no caver; 8pm 

JAMMERS PUB Thursday open 
jam; 7-11pm 

J AND R BAR AND GRILL Open 


stage with The Poster Boys 
{pop/rock/blues); 8:30pm-12:30am 


NORTH GLENORA HALL Jam host- 
ed by the Wild Rose Old Tyme 
Fiddlers Society; 7-10pm 


O'BYRNE'S Sould Beat Revival 


ONE ON WHYTE/URBAN LOUNGE 
Driven by Compassion: Marble 
Engine Sittin’ Idol, All Else Fails, B- 
Movies; Breast Cancer benefit 


‘STARLITE ROOM You Say Party! 
We Say Die!, quests; all ages with 
licensed area; 7pm (door); $15 (adv) 
at TicketMaster, Megatunes, 
Blackbyrd, Listen 


URBAN LOUNGE/ONE ON WHYTE 
Driven by Compassion: Marble 


Engine Sittin’ Idol, All Else Fails, B 
Movies; Breast Cancer benefit 


WILD WEST SALOON Krysta 


Scoggins 
DJS 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR Thursday 
Nights: Electro Education: dub, trip 
hop, lounge, electro with DJ Lazer 
Beam 


BILLY BOB'S LOUNGE Escapack 
Entertainment 


BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE Thursdays: 
Dus spin on two levels 


BUDDY'S Wet underwear contest 
with Mia Fellow, midnight, OJ 
WestCoastBabyDaddy 


ESMERALDA'S Big and Rich 
Thursday: top 40, country 


FILTHY MeNASTY'S Punk Rock 


Bingo with DJ SWAG 
FWID LOUNGE Girls Night out 


FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) 
Requests with DJ Damian 


GAS PUMP Ladies Nite: Top 
40/dance with DJ Christian 


GINGUR SKY Urban Substance 
Thursdays: Urban Substance Sound 
Crew Invinceable, Touch It, Lady 
Vishus, hosted by KWAME 


KAS BAR Utan House: with DJ 
Mark Stevens; 9pm 
NEW CITY | Love 
‘Spm (door); no cover 

ON THE ROCKS Salsaholic 
Thursdays: Dance lessons at 8pm; 
Salsa DJ to follow 

OVERTIME BOILER AND TAP- 
ROOM SOUTH Retro to New: classic 


rock, R&B, urban and dance with DJ 
Mikee; 9pm-2am; no cover 


Thursdays: 


PLANET INDIGO-ST. ALBERT Hit 
ft Thursdays: breaks, electro house 
‘spun by Pl residents 


RED STAR Femme Fatale: rock. pop, 
hip hop with DJ Kelty 


‘THE ROOST Gorgeous: featuring 
hostess Dr. Lexod Tronic, Drag Kings 
‘end Queens, burlesque and rotating 
game shows, bands upstairs monthly 


STANDARD DJ Danny Howells (UK); 
Tickets available at TicketMaster, 
Treehouse, Underground (WEM), 
Colourblind 


VELVET UNDERGROUND NAMLS 
WLCM: DJ Nik7 of Shout Out Out 
Out Out Bpm (door): $7 cover 


WUNDERBAR DJ Jazzy Chris; no 


FRI 
LIVE MUSIC 


(VENUE SKATEPARK Kid Gib, 
Matty Fatty and the Yellowbelts, 
Cassidy, Perfect Blue, These Bright 
Lights, Calling Hawley: 7pm; $8 


AXIS CAFE Friday Live Music 
Nights: Giselle Denis, Mike Elhers; 
8pm; no cover 


THE BLACKSPOT CAFE Battle to 
the Death (Category: DJs/Dance} 
Seriously Twist Vs. The Protege 
Space Ape Vs. Relentless Joy one 

Vs. The Handsome Dweller Day Glow 
Vs. After glow Bill wild Vs. Opaque 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE Green Tara; $10 
{advi/$12 (day of} 


BLUES ON WHYTE JW-Jones 
Blues Band 


(CROWN AND ANCHOR PUB Doug 
Stroud (pub music) 


DINWOODIE LOUNGE Lacuna Coil; 
all ages; 7pm (door); $20 (adv) at 
Unionevents.com, TicketMaster, 
Megatunes, Blackbyrd, SUB Info 
Booth, Freecloud 


EDDIE SHORTS Funk and blues 
with Spot Jibhroo 

FOUR ROOMS Don Bemer, 9pm; $5 
GRAND UNION 
HOTEL-ATHABASCA Slowbum 
{blues/rock); 9:30pm-2am. 
HULBERT'S The Steve Frise Trio 


{funk and jazz}; 8pm; $10/person min, 
charge 


‘THE IVORY CLUB Live Dueling 
Pianos, no cover; Spm 


SAMMERS PUB Country/rock band; 
$-Zam 


SEFFREYS CAFE Marco Claveria 
{Latink $10 


JEXYLL AND HYDE PUB Headwind 
{pop/rock}; 9:30pm 


NORWOOD LEGION Uptown Folk 
Club open stage: 7-7:30pm (sign-up) 


ON THE ROCKS Mouming Wood, DJ 
Shawnibis 


OVERDRIVE NEIGHBOURHOOD 
PUB Uncle Jonny; Spm 


RAINMAKER RODEO-ST. ALBERT 
Rainmaker Concert Series: Sam 
Roberts Band. Bedouin Soundclash, 
Long Way Down; licensed, no minors 
event; $34.95 (adv) at Ticketmaster 


RAMADA EDMONTON INN United 
for Retuge!: BOMBAY, Souljah Fyah 
(reggae), Emcee E, Armando Munguia 
y Encuentro Latino, Solejaz Step Trio, 
Franco le Fiddler, DJ Ovarter-Bites 
and the Global Hand Drummers; 7pm 
(door), 7:30pm (music); $20/$25 (door); 
tickets at 423- 9575, 492- 8558 


REXALL PLACE Delirious, Rebecca 
St. James, Vicky Beeching 
STARLITE ROOM Kinnie Star, 
guests; 8pm. tickets at TicketMaster, 
Listen, Blackbyrd 

VELVET UNDERGROUND The 
Reason, The Junction; early show; 
7pm (door); tickets at Megatunes, 
TicketMaster 


WILD WEST SALOON kKrysta 
Scoggins 


YARDBIRD SUITE Somba!; 8pm 
(door); Spm {show); $12 (mem- 
berl/$16 (guest) at TicketMaster 


CLASSICAL 


‘ST. ALBERT COMMUNITY HALL 
Stuck in the Seventies: The St. Albert 
Singers Guild; 7:30pm (door), 8pm 
(show); $20 at 418-0501, door 
WINSPEAR CENTRE Canadian 
Brass; Edmonton Symphony 
Orchestra; Spm; $32-$73 at 
Winspear box office 


DIS 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR Funky 
Friday: Funky breaks, funky house, 
funky tunes with Phife and-friends 


BANK ULTRA LOUNGE Connected 
Fridays: local house music with DJs 
and occasional intemational special 
guest DJ 


BAR-B-BAR 0.) James; no cover 


RUM JUNGLE Peoples DJ Spinning 


‘SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT AND 
LOUNGE Deep House: with Friday 
resident DJ Luke Morrison 


‘SPORTSWORLD INLINE AND 
AND ROLLER SKATING DISCO Top 
40 request with a mix of retro and 
disco; 7pm-12 midnight 


STOLL'S Top 40, R&B, house with 
People’s BJ 


STONEHOUSE PUB Top 40 with DJ 
Tysin 


TWILIGHT AFTERHOURS 
Flashback house/hard with Johnny 
Dangerous, Andy Inertia, quests; 1- 
7am 


URBAN FRAT Funktion Fridays; 
Long weekend kick-off; Special 
Performance By Toronto's R&B 
Sensation Ray Robinson; Edmonton 
Police security on site all night 


STARLITE ROOM, $29.50 Dinosaur Jr? More like Dinosaur Sr. 


BAR WILD Bar Wild Fridays 


BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE DJs spin 
on the main floor and on the 
Wooftop 


BOOTS Retro Disco: retro dance. 


BUDDY'S We made ‘em famous! DJ 
Eddy Toonflash, come early to avoid 
lineup, no cover before 10pm 


DANTE'S BISTRO Text Messaging 
Singles Party: for singles 25-40; com- 
pletely anonymous, totally addictive 


DELUXE BURGER BAR Rare ‘60s 
and '70s progressive rock, disco, and 
electronic Indie with Joel Reboh: 


ESMERALDA'S DJ Jimmy Friday; 
8pm (door) 


FEVER Global Fridays: A&B, hip hop, 
reggae, reggaeton and mash-up 


FLUID LOUNGE Fridays Neon 
Lights: hosted by Connected 
Entertainment 


FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) 
Top tracks, rock, retro with DJ 
Damian 


GAS PUMP Top 40/dance with DJ 
Christian 


HALO Mod Club: indie rock, new 
wave, Brit pop, and "80s soul with 
DJ Blue Jay, DJ Travy D; no cover 
before 10pm; $5 {after 10pm) 


KHZ A-Rock and Hatchmatik with 
Merk Meny and DJ Echo featuring 
Bailefunk, Electro, Booty, Ghettotech, 
Bmore, Juke and all other serious 
party jams; Spm (door); $10 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Hypnotig Friday- 
Breakbeat, house, progressive and 
electro with Groovy Cuvy, DJ Fuuze 


NEW CITY Bitch! Bitch! Bitch! with 
DJs Dervish, Greg Gory, Brad Habit 
and quests; no minors; 9pm (door); 
$ 


NEW CITY Friday Night Freek Out: 
rockandroll/punkrock/abitofever- 
thing/indy with DJs Jebus and 
Anarchy Adam (from CJSR’s Your 
Weekly AA Meeting); G-Whiz 


OVERTIME BOILER AND TAP- 
ROOM SOUTH Retro to New: clas- 
sic rock, R&B, urban and dance with 
DJ Mikee; Spm-2am; no cover 


RED STAR Loaded Friday: indie rock 
and Brit pop with DJ Readymade 
Flyboy 


THE ROOST Fridays All Request 
Dance Party: with DJ Jazzy with 
rotating shows every week $4 
{memberl/$6 (non-member) 

ROUGE LOUNGE NYC Nights 
Salsa-Merengue-Bachata-House- 
Reggeaton-Urban-Old School with BJ 
Spice 


VELVET UNDERGROUND Aaron 
LaCrate, Degree, Agent Orange, 
Shortround, Echo, Gardon Thomas, 
Lucky B; 10pm (late show) 
'WUNDERBAR Fridays with the 
Pony Girls, DJ Avinder and DJ Toma; 
no cover 


Y AFTERHOURS Foundation Fridays 


SAT 


LIVE MUSIC 


BAMBOLEO LATIN LOUNGE DJ 
Foxi Roxi, DJ Fuego, and DJ Jose 
Jose; free dance classed (8:30-10pm) 
BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Hair of 
the Dog: Black Coffee Cowboys; 4-6 
pm; no cover acoustic every Saturday 
aftemoon 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE House Kats; 
donations 


BLUES ON WHYTE JW-Jones 
Blues Band 
CAFFREY'S Grrl; 4-6pmn; no cover 


CROWN AND ANCHOR PUB Doug 
Stroud (pub music) 


DRUID (JASPER AVE) Open stage, 
all ages; 25pm, 

EDDIE SHORTS Featuring Tex-ass 
Mickey 

FOUR ROOMS Don Bemer, Spm; $5 


HOTEL-ATHABASCA Slowburn 
{blues/rock); 9:30pm-2am 
HOMEGROWN SOUL SHACK Sat 
top rap groups; Spm 

HULBERT'S The Steve Frise Trio 
{funk and jazz); 8pm; $10/person min. 
charge 

THE IVORY CLUB Live Dueling 
Pianos, no cover: Spm 

JAMMERS PUB Saturday open 
jam, 3-7:30pm; country/rock band, 
Spm-Zam 

JEFFREYS CAFE Dino Dominelli 
(jazz trio); $7 

JEKYLL AND HYDE PUB Headwind 
(pop/rock); 9:30pm. 

THE METRO Lox Justice (reggae); 
Spm. 


WAIT Mayhem; 7:30pm; tickets at 
TicketMaster 


O'BYRNE'S Chris Wynters and 


MAY 24 - MAY 30, 2007 


MUSIC 


Scott Peters; 3pm: no cove 


ON THE ROCKS Mouining vy, 
DJ Donjuan 


OVERDRIVE WEIGHBOURH: 

10 
PUB Open stage: Hostad By ye 
Joy avery Saturday; Yorn 


PRISM BAR AND GAIL 
Nolan (blues singey) $10; 
(door 


RAINMAKER RODEO 
Rainmaker Concert Se ae ra 
Brandt, Julian Austin, the Gy 
Brothers; licensed, no minors «, 
$34.95 (adv) at Ticketmacte 
STARLITE ROOM Dinos; 
quests; no minors; 8pm: $2 

at TicketMaster 

WILD WEST SALOON (,,;; 
Scoggins 

YARDBIRD SUITE Jy 
piano), Mare Beaudin Quint: 
of Dave Holland; 8pm (0; 
(show), $12 (memberl/$16 (g 
TicketMaster 


ZAKS ON 51ST AVENUE (io 
‘and dancing every Sat: 10pm. 
qo 


CLASSICAL 


WEST END CHRISTIAN 
REFORMED CHURCH (10/ 
Spring: Kokopelli And Oran, 2 
7pm; $16 (adultV$13 (stude 
at TIX on the Square 
WINSPEAR CENTRE Cansci 
Brass; Edmonton Symphony Orciest 
8pm; $32-$73 at Winspear bew off 
aeons SLAP NSpear bar 0 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR 
Saturdays: Top 40 with OJ 
Soundwave 


BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE 
two levels 


BUDDY'S Wndie night for men 
free pool and tourney, DJ 
Arrowchaser 


DECADANCE Soul Hi 
Saturdays: Funky house and bre 
beatz with Ds T-Bass, Femme 
and local/intemational quests p 
sented by NewSound Entertainm 
no minors; 9pm-3am 


DELUXE BURGER BAR Aare £ 
and "70s progressive rock, di 
electronic Indie with Joe 


FLUID LOUNGE Saturdays Gc 
Gold Mash-Up: with Harmen 8 
DJ Kwake 


FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) 
Top tracks, rock, retro with | 
Damian 


GINGUR Victoria Day Long Wi 
end: East Coast Takeover Blacr 
Rieaction, Legacy Sound, 0 
Invinceable, BabyGirl; 10pm (0 
$12 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Sin! 
DJ Groovy Cuvy and quest 


NEW CITY Rock ‘n’ Roll/Heaven 
Hell: rockandroll/punk/indy/n 
dusedeandy with DJs Bear o! 
and Nazz Nomad 

NEW CITY SUBURBS Ti: 
Continues... Saturday Suck h 
Ds Nik Rofeelya and Blue Jey ( 
Club); $$ 


OM THE ROCKS 0) Show" 
DU Donjuan 


PLANET INDIGO-JASPER 
AVENUE Suggestive Satay 
breaks electro house spun Dy ' 
dents 


RED STAR Indie rock. hip ' 
indie rock, hip hop with S Mi 
Loopin’ the ard 


THE ROOST Saturdays-Alwwy 
New Years Eve: with OJ Dan |! 
downstairs and DJ Jazzy (New 
Music} upstairs; $4 (meme 


(non-member) 

‘SPORTSWORLD ROLLERSXATNG 
DISCO Sportsworld faline end M0 
Skating Disco: Top 40 reque 

mix of retro and diseo, ' 6r 
Tpm-12 midnight 
‘STOLLI'S ON WHYTE lop 
house with People’s DJ 
‘TWILIGHT AFTERHOURS * 
hard NAG/trance/‘funky i" 
Hillis, OTDA, Big Daddy, 5! 
Jam-8am 


VELVET 
FUndraiser for Vibe Tribe 


Ap, 420.8198 


WOODCROFT 


* TWIUGHT. 
|  AMCHURCH 11135-65 Ave « WHISTLESTOP 12416-132 Ave, 
COMMUNITY HALL 13915-115 Ave, 436-1554 
5256, wee yatterhours.com * YARDBIRD SUITE 1020-86 Ave, 432-0428 * 


under the direction of David Garter; 
2pm: $10 (adult/$8 {student/senior 


DIS 


BACKSTAGE TAP AND GRILL 
Industry Night with Atomic Improv, 
Jameoki and DJ Tim 


‘THE BANK MSTRKRFT and Tommie 
‘Sunstiine 


BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE Sunday 
Afternoons with Phil Got To Give It Up: 
‘Main Floor: funk, soul, Motown, and 
disco with DJ Red Dawn; 2-7pm. 


BUDDY'S NIGHTCLUB Rotating 
drag shows: DJ WestCoastBabyDaddy 
MEW CITY Rub A Dub Unites Again: 
DJs Jebus and Anarchy Adam (CJSR’s 
Your Weekly AA Meeting}; the 
Simpson's at Spm 
O'BYRNE'S 0.) Finnegan; 9pm (door); 
$20 (basic/$30 (premium); available 
by phone at 414 6765 


ONE ON WHYTE/URBAN LOUNGE 
Sunday Night Live: hosted by DA 
Choclit Elviz, DJ Sweetz Spm; the best 
of Urban’s live entertainment 10pm; $5 
(door) 


[pmeastie Bai om (crt 


DJS 


BAR WILD Bar Gone Wild Mondays: 
Service Industry Night; no minors: 
Spm-2am 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Polar 
Mondays: with DJ Penny Tenttiary 
BUDDY'S Amateur Strip Contest 
with Mia Fellow, DJ 
WestCoastBabyDaddy 

FILTHY MeNASTY’S Metal 
Mondays: with DJ SWAG. 
FLUND LOUNGE Mondays Mixer 
NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 


Munch on Metal Mondays: no 
minors 


O'BYRNE'S Best local musical tal- 
ent with DU Angus 


TUE 


LIVE MUSIC 


BLIND PIG Moosehead Jam: 
Featuring Bruce Mohascy (bass/keys), 
Greg Smith (guitar), Sandro Dominelli 


Arrowchaser 


ESMERALDA’ Top 40, country, R&B 
‘With DU Foreplay, DJ Jimmy 

FUNKY BUDDHA (Whyte Ave) Latin, 
and Salsa music, dance lessons 6- 
10pm 

GINGUR SKY Bashment Tuesdays: 
Reggae music; no cover 

EW CITY LIKWAD LOUNGE The In 
Kraut: Mod R&B, Northem Soul, '60s 
Garage, Mod Revival with Dr. Erick 
and guests 

‘SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT AND 
LOUNGE Tapas Tuesday: popular 
house beats with DU Kavin Wong 
‘SPORTSWORLD INLINE AND AND 
ROLLER SKATING DISCO Top 40 
fequest with @ mix of retro and disco; 
Tpm-12 midnight 

VELVET UNDERGROUND Tuesday 
Night Shakedown: with DJ Generic, 
DJ Frederick: Spm; no cover 
WUNDERBAR Sweet Brit and Punk 
with Phillip and Bogner 


WED 


for comedians, musicians and bands: 
hosted by Barbara May; 7pm {set-up}, 
10pm (show) 


WILD WEST SALOON Donny 
Parenteau 


CLASSICAL 


‘ALL SAINTS’ CATHEDRAL Bach, 
Bemstein and Beaujolais-3 B's 
Productions: Russell Whitehead, 
Ryan Frizzell, Nancy Stepney (trum- 
pets), Allene Hackleman (hom), 
Kathryn Macintosh (trombone), Scott 
Whatham (tuba), Jeremy Spurgeon 
(piano/organ), 7:30pm; $15 
(adult//$12 (studenY/senior) at TIX on 
the Square, door 


DJS 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR Deep 
Waxinesdays: Soulful Deep House 
with Nic and Smooy 


BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE Stanley 
Carroll spins on the Wooftop: Glitter 
Gulch Wednesdays Main Roo. Best 
Rides... Worst Wrecks...; no cover 
foots music every Wednesday with DJ 
Buster Friendly; live music once a 
month 


BUDDY'S Hump day with DJ Saxory 
Sean 


FEVER NIGHTCLUB Industry 


URBAN LOUNGE/ONE ON WHYTE | (drums); Spm-12 LIVE MUSIC Wnotlbtg 
‘Sunday Night Live: hosted by DA FLUID LOUNGE Wednesday Rock 
Oho hz O Swoet th bst meee Se = vs 
of Urbs’ live entertainment 10pm Mark Ammar, Dale Collins and Noe! pee Hed rat fag a THE FOX Wind-up Wednesdays 
WUNDERBAR Sundays DJ Gallatea Mackenzie; 8:30pm Classic R&B, hip hop, reggae, old 
Trector (11pm) ‘and XS, quests; no cover bru re BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE Glitter skool, reggaeton with Invinceable, 
HASPER AVENUE) Open Gulch Wednesdays Touch It, Lady Vishus, guest DJ 
FIVERSIDE BAR AND GRILL The Y AFTERHOURS Afterparty: Luke Fair | stage with Chris Wynters and guest T 
ed Ants (jazzy R&B) every Sunday, 7- LEGENDS PUB Open jam hosted BLUE CHAIR CAFE Showcase: J im HULBERT'S Wobbly Wednesday: 
iim Cary Tomes Bl by Hepler, Tony Smith, Aaron; donations downtempo, smooth jazz, with DJ 
OSEBOWL Sunday open stage fea- ane EDDIE SHORTS Open stage band ire, 
tring the Digs/Mike McDonald altr- i IE ea showease LEGENDS PUB Hip hop/R&B with 
roto weeks; 9-12 non Johnson and friends; 9:30pm DY Spincycle 
EDMONTON EVENT CENTRE The 
STARLITE ROOM Protest The Hero, WANSPEAR CENTRE Carol Dandy Warhols, guests; ll ages event | NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
‘\) That Remains, ele Caieses Ganc ri al with licensed area; Bpm; $27.50 at Robobot DJ 3000 
Springs, Disaster, ; } ‘ 
vn ate mt need eed $22 LIVE M USIC Winspear box affica ee eee lt artnes RA KAMION Prk et 0s 
(ats at Tokers, YARDBIAD SUITE Jam sessionevery | -pDDLENS i ea 
wines. com —————— | Tue: RA Senet, JF Picard (sa wae RED STAR Funk Soul fk, soul 
HULBERT'S Open Mic Monday's: Mare Beaudin (bass), Jamie Cooper Z : disco, nu jazz, reggae, hip hop with 
CLASSICAL hosted by Rhea March; 7-10pm (drums); 80pm (door) Spm (show; $3. | HOOLIGANZ PUB Open stage Cool Curt Yuri, Junior Brown, Remo 
- ie _ | ——————————— | Wednesdays hasted by Rock ‘Roll 
z LBS PUB House band; 9:30pm-1am; STANDARD Wednesday Gone Wild 
eee — and Flute; | ng cover CLASSICAL Kany Feat: with DJ Nestor Delano 
env CITY ROOM Nove NEW YORK BAGEL CAFE Marco WINSPEAR CENTRE The Magical Ee STOLU'S Wild Cherry: House/garege 
Musica, Jog! Tottilenoioh Toondiuc- Claveria (samba to Bolero) every ‘Music of Walt Disney: The Classical METRO CLUB AND BILLIARDS The | with Tipswitch, Rezidnt Funk, fusion 
tte Richard Caldwell (quest maes- Monday Mystery Tour- A Tribute to the Metro World Beat Band with Enrique with Steve Velocity 
iro) Bill Dimmer {host}; 2pm; free O'BYRNE’S ON WHYTE Slowtum Beatles featuring Edmonton sympho- "BYRNE'S Chris Wynters and VELVET UNDERGROUND Panic 
{blues/rock); 9:20pm-1Zam. ny orchestra, Carol Welsman, guests; 9:30pm; no cover Indie, Mod, Rock, Electro Dance 
SOUTHMINSTER-STEINHAUER William Eddins (conductor; tickets ma, oe Party ith the Jbots; no cover 
UNITED CHURCH Piano Tio: PLEASANTVIEW COMMUNITY available at Winspear box office PLEASANTVIEW COMMUNITY ; : 
Leanne Reger (ptano), Alycia Au HALL Acoustic Instrumental Old Time a aaa HALL Acoustic Bluegrass Jam WUNDERBAR Wednesdays with 
(violin), Kerri MeGonigte {cello}; 3pm; Fiddle Jam hosted by the Wild Rose DJS Presented by the Northem Bluegrass new DJ; no caver 
$15 at TIX on the Square Old Tyme Fiddlers Society; 7pm =e ee Circle Music Society every Y AFTERHOURS Y Not Wednesdays: 
STRATHEARM UNITED CHURCH — | TAPHOUSE Monday Lie: with Big | BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE ci Rock | Wedhesay evening with Hector Castro, DJ TZ and guest 
ld: World Eeounters New-Age-The | Tickle; 8:30-11:30pm; no cover Tuesdays: DJs spin on the main level RIVERSIDE BAR AND GRILL DJ Mayami Vice Party, FT Kristoff 
Edmonton Metropolitan Chorus, BUDDY'S Free pool and tourney, DJ Wednesday Night Live: Open stage 
| 
we ACQUIRED TASTE TEA COMPANY 12323-102 Ave * ALBERTA AVE COMMUNITY LEAGUE HALL 9210-118 Ave * ALL 
cc SAINTS ANGLICAN CATHEDRAL 10035-103 St (429-1655, 420-1757, 428-1414) « ARDEN THEATRE 5 St. Anne Street, 
4 St. Albert, 459-7494, 451-3090/459-7454 « ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 7704-104 St, 432-4611 * AVENUE SKATE PARK 
> 9030-118 Ave, 477-2149 * AXIS CAFE 10249 Jasper Ave, 990-0031 * B SCENE STUDIOS 8212-104 St» BACKDRAUGHT 
iu PUB 8307-99 St, 430-9200 * BACKROOM VODKA BAR 10324A-82 Ave, upstairs, 426-4418 » BAMBOLEO LATIN 
= LOUNGE 9221-34 Ave, 433-2599 » THE BANK ULTRA LOUNGE 10765 Jasper Ave 420-9098 » BAR WILD 10552 62 Ate, 
= 951-9456 * BEERHUNTER PUB 7522-178 St * BEERHUNTER PUB - ST. ALBERT 386 St. Albert Rd, St. Albert * 
a BELLEROSE BREAKDOWN 49 Giroux Road, St. Albert * BILLY BOB’S LOUNGE Continental Inn, 16625 Stony Plain Rd, 
a 484-7751 * BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 10425-82 Ave, 439-1082 « THE BLACKSPOT 15120A Stony Plain Rd, 481-SPOT 
ES (7768) » BLIND PIG PUB 32 St. Anne Strect, St. Albert, 418-6332 * BLUE CHAIR CAFE 9624-75 Ave, 989-2861 * BLUES 
= ONWHYTE 1032982 Ave, 439-5058 * BONNIE DOON HALL 9240-93 St» BOOTS 10242-106 St, 423-5014 * BUDDY'S 
= 117258 Jasper Ave, 488-6636 * CAFE BRITT 1, 20 MacLeod Avenue, Spruce Grove, 220-8993/962-2511 * CAFE SELECT 


8404-109 St, 438-1812 © CAFFREY’S 1-99 Wye Rd, Sherwood Park, 449-7468 * CASINO (EDMONTON) 7055 Argyll Rd, 


463-9467 * CASINO (YELLOWHEAD) 12464-153 St, 463-9457 * CASTLE ROCK 507 St. Albert Rd, St. Albert, 458-8765 
CATALYST THEATRE 8529 Gateway Bivd * CENTURY CASINO 13103 Fort Rd, 643-4000 » CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY 


9221-34 Ave * JJ'S PUB 13160-118 Ave, 489-7462 * JOHN L. HAARTHEATRE 
Pisin Ro « JUBILEE AUDITORIUM 11455-87 Ave, 427-2760 * JULIAN'S PIANO BAR 


6, 421-1357 * RIVERSIDE BAR AND GRILL 326-St. Albert Trail, 460-11 
a THE ROOST 10345-104 St, 4263150 * ROSEBOWL 1011-117 St, 482-2 


‘STUDENT 
689 » ROSSDALE HALL 10135-96 Ave, 429-2624 * ROUGE LOU 
{486-8494 » SAK’S ON 52ST 1052551 Ave, 432-5853 
seats + SOUTHMINSTER STEINHAUER CHURCH 1070-19 Ave * SPORTSWORLD INLINE 
[ANDREW'S UNITED CHURCH 9915-148 St, 482-7649 


RED STAR 10534.losper /v0, 428 0625 © 
CENTRE - CONCORDIA CAMPUS 73 Street, south of 112 Ave, 479-9313 
INGE 117 St, Jasper Ave * ROYAL ALBER- 


Perron St., St. Albert, Alberta * ST. 


PUB 202) Millbouume Rd, West, 452-6565 « CONVOCATION HALL Arts B: , University of Alberta, 492-0601 « COSMOPOLITAN MUSIC SOCIETY 8426 Gateway Blvd * COW- 
are CRO r aie ast 472-7696 * CROWNE PLAZA CHATEAU LACOMBE 10111 Bellamy Hill, 492-2384 « 
LOUNGE Power Plant, U of A Campus, 492-3101 « DOW CEN- 
TENMIAL CENTRE 8700-84 St, Hwy 21, Fort Saskatchewan * FACULTE SAINT JEAN AUDITORIUM 8406-91 St FORT SASKATCHEWAN 8700-84 St, Fort Saskatchewan * 


453-3663 * EDMONTON EVENTS CENTRE WEM Phase II|, 489- 


tigan Rd, 479-9313 * RIVERDALE HALL 9231-100 


961-3117 * FIDDLER’S ROOST 8906-99 St * FILTHY 


10544-82 AVE. 


cca 
ON PH:43°7-7699 
LON WinCE Bf wwrneonconwarvrecon | 


ALL OF THE GREAT LIVE MUSIC You’VvE 
COME TO EXPECT FROM THE URBAN 


ASSION 


TEN B’ 
oT ¢ NEFIT WITH 


MARBLE ENGINE SITTIN IDOL 
L ELSE FAILS B-MOVIES 


SOCIAL LIST 


NIG TLIWE 


TH E nBakieailioree OCF 


THIS WEEK: 


ONNORS ROAD 


DOORS 
OPEN@ 


ALL CORONA, JAGERMEISTER AND HIGHBALLS $3.75 


HOSTED BY 
HITS THE STAGE AT 


THE BEST OF 


LIVE ENTERTAINMENT HITS THE STAGE 


Urb an 


ounge 


www. urbanlounge.net 
oh: 780-439-3388 / fax: 780-433-5247 
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YOU SAY PARTY! 
WE SAY DIE! ste 


‘ TIPZ 
MAY 24 - STARLITE ROOM 


4 TIX ALSO AT MEGATUNES. BLACKBYRD & LISTEN ) 
i ee eee nay 


aa HE REASON 
Sa ” JUNCTION 


25 - VELVET UNDERGROUND 
DOORS 8 PM - 18+ ID REQ. 
TIX ALSO AT MEGATUNES 


WUEWEEKLY 


. LAGUNA COIL 


MAY 29 - DINWOODIE LOUNGE 


$7 PM - ALL AGES- TIX ALSO AT BLACKBYRO, MEGATUNES, FREECLOUD 


D » 


PROTEST, REN 
Messthefall BishateD FBREAT SIGNAL 
AY 27 - STARLITE ROOM 


DOORS 7 PM - ALL AGES - TIX ALSO AT MEGATUNES, BLACKBYRD, FS (WEM), FREECLOUD 
D we TA rem MEME science C WC} Mlindtiye 


WUE 
WEEKLY 


W/LONG WAY DOWN & THE SCHEMATICS 
18+ NO MINGRS - DOORS 6 PM 


WAVTE & STAND BY ME 
ALL AGES - DOORS 7 PM 
VME 


TWO SHOWS armeSTARLITE ROOM 


nejathering «IN CHIS MOMI AL : Ck len Reis. 


‘aaa 
hee , aids 
mi Coat 1OR | 


>) SATURDAY JULY 28 - SHAW CONFERENCE CENTRE 


UNONEENTS = OM 


BUKUE ONE + DJ ZAC HENDRIX - 
& A-PLUS 


DOORS 8 PlVi - 18+ ID REQUIRED 
TIX ALSO AT MEGATUNES, 
BLACKBYRD, 

SOULAR & FOOSH 


? z * ) 
OUADS cUNDERCROUNT 
Ds Rivera #TAMA 


chimeaive every TIMES {DIE 


: ’ Sprayeveo RECRO «<arkést how 


AMO) 


NDARCH PRACACASTRAIN WEARSPRADA | 


Lule 


a fe { 
ol LYve nation 


ea 


trustkill 


iANBCONT = hme 


AOLRadio.con 


EDMONTON AB - DOORS 1PM - SHOW 2PM - ALL AGES 
nckctmasterc 454-8000  ININVAIS + CIM 


— 


i vue 


= me : . 


BUY YOUR TICKETS NOW AT |INIDHIVINIS “COM = ticketmasterca (780) 451-8000 
GET THE LATEST NEWS ON PRESALES AT MYSPACE.COM/UNIONEVENTS 
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‘/ david@vueweekly.com 

if there's been any conver- 
about the Dandy 
s since 2004 that has- 


Ondi Timonder's documentary by 
at name, taking for its subject the 


THE DANDY WARHOLS 


ION aT CNA S70 


slationship between the Warhols and 
fellow guitar-pop friends/rivals the 
Brian Jonestown Massacre, has slowly 
become something as career defining, 
if not tremendously more so, than any 
of the five full-lengths the group has 
eleased over their dozen-year career. 

Following the path the band took 
before one of their friends compiled 
eight years worth of candid footage 
into one mildly scathing documentary, 
it’s doubtful anyone would have 
suessed that the Warhols would 
become known for anything other 
than sinfully catchy pop hooks. Devel- 
oping a burgeoning following across 
orth America and particularly in 
Europe with songs like “Bohemian 
ike You” and “We Used to be 
iends,” the band was, for a time, as 
lose to darlings as drug-reference- 
heavy pop rockers could rightly 
become, popping up in everything 


| ia yf dt 


nont 


from cellphone ads to glowing quotes 
from rock legends, and hailed—partic- 
ularly by themselves, though they 
weren't alone—as being on the edge 
of all that was hot in rock ‘n’ roll. 

One 90-minute band doc that had 
critics calling the band—and particu- 
larly lead singer Courtney Taylor-Tay- 
lor—everything from image-savvy 
opportunists to preening narcissists, 
though, and all that changed. The 
album released on the tail end of all 
that hype, Odditorium or Warlords of 
Mars, was generally either lukewarm- 
ly dismissed or outright savaged—a 
fact the band fairly explicitly blamed 
on critics thinking more about the 
movie than their music. 

Now, three years removed from the 
flick and two since Odditorium, gui- 
tarist Peter Holmstrom says the band 
is hoping they'll be able to step out 
from under DiG!'s shadow and talk to 
people on their own terms once again. 

“You hope that with a little bit of 
time, people will have kind of moved 
on,” Holmstrom explains over the 
phone from his home in Portland. “1 
think what happened with the movie 
is that it kind of removed some of the 
mystery: too much of what we were 
or are got €xposed, people could see 
some of the issues surrounding the 
band, and that kind of idealized vision 
that most bands have kind of disap- 
peared. Once that’s gone, you can’t 
exactly get it back, but I think it’s less 
of a big deal, now that it’s been out 
there for so long.” 


54K LOOXA 
ol A nual Salsa Showcase 


aL ompetition 


: 
Four Points Sheraton Hotel 


WUEWEEKLY 


SALSAPALOOZA.CA' 


BY SHERATON 


Lenenionn bot 


BESIDES, IT’S NOT EXACTLY as if the 


response to DiG! is an entirely isolated 


incident. Whether good or bad, reac- 
tions to the band are almost always 
the same: big. This is the group that 


| AND GUESTS 


 jUSt Dandy Warhols’ for Portland band; yadig?" ae, ar | 


has inspired enough admiration to 
have David Bowie once call himself 
their biggest fan, but also enough 
enmity to have hometown weekly The 
Portland Mercury spend almost an 
entire issue mocking Taylor-Taylor. As 
Holmstrom explains, it’s something 
the band has just gotten used to, if not 
exactly comfortable with 

“! think we'd all like it better if 
everybody just liked our stuff and 
bought it, but we’re just not that kind 
of band,” he says with a sleepy non- 
cnajance. “From day one, in the 
whole post-grunge thing, people 
would hate us for having too much 
fun or being too colourful or whatev- 
er, SO it’s always been there. At this 
point, I think all of us are just happy 
that we make a big enough ripple to 
encourage that kind of reaction on 
one or the other. It's certainly better 
than ambivalence towards what 
you're doing.” v 


with Dis KWAKE & HARMAN B 


JULY 13 > EDMONTON EVENT CENTRE 


ticketmaster.ca 451- sooo % 18+ OS RED 
© LIMITED TICKETS AVAILABLE AT MEGATUNES, BLACKBYRO, SOULAR 


BOUNCE 


mE CECE 
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ometimes the best 
on tour is getting away from 

your regular life, because being 
in a band means that when you aren’t 
on the road, you're probably working 
a crappy job. 

Bands spend so much time away 
from home that it makes it difficult to 
get ahead in careers, so the members 
need to rely on joe jobs to pay the 
bills. Going on tour means leaving 
those jobs behind for awhile, and at a 
certain point, the hope is that those 
jobs can be left behind for good. 

According to Adam White, vocalist 
for Hamilton's the Reason—which 
includes Cam Bordignon on drums, 
Ronson Armstrong on bass and Jere- 
my Widerman and James “Cubby” 
Nelan on guitars—the guys are just on 
the cusp of giving up their jobs for 
good, and they couldn't be happier. 

“1 cook at a pub, Cubby works at a 
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movie store, Cam works at the mall, a 


- couple of us are unemployed and 


sleep on our buddies’ couches,” he 
says. “Just jobs to get by and pay the 
bills when we're not on tour. We're 
trying to do this full time though, be 
on tour as much as we can.” 


IT 1S THIS DETERMINATION ana com- 
mon desire that influenced a distinct 
change in the content of the band’s 
newest album, aptly titled Things 
Couldn’t Be Better. 

“We just wanted to make a theme 
about where we are in our lives and 
how we felt about music and how far 
we've come from when we started 
being in bands when we were 


younger,” White says. “When we did 
our first full-length, there was a lot of 
stuff lyrically 1 had to get off my chest, 
but this time it was a more relaxed 
approach. It was, like, ‘I’m happy’ and 
you can’t really scream when you're 
not upset about anything.” 
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As if going on tour and leaving 
crappy jobs behind to support an 
album that the band couldn’t be more 
proud of wasn’t enough, the Reason is 
especially looking forward to hitting 
Alberta and Edmonton. 

“The last couple of times we've 
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played there have been really goog 
The people in Alberta and Edmonton 
especially seem really crazy and really 
excited about bands and music ang 
stuff,” says White. “It’s a Teally good 
scene there right now, we're reall, 
stoked to be coming back.” v 
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he Threat Signal is on high 


i BIRTLES / bryan @vueweekly.com - td | SUN MAY 27 (6 PM) ever been to a big festival, and seeing 
aybe it makes sense thata = THREAT SIGNAL a sea of people with tents everywhere 
city known for its steel pro- ree WITH PROTEST THEWERO, ALL THAT REMAINS and booze everywhere, it’s just a crazy 
duction has sent forth one of | ALESSTHEFALL THEHOLLY SPRINGS DISASTER metal experience over there,” Howard 


i if : 
the fastest rising stars in heavy metal. STARLITE ADDN, S7D(ALL AGES) says. ‘They live and breathe metal over \ li ‘mt li I$ Delic 10 COWS 


Bursting out of Hamilton only last there, it seems—they'‘re crazy for it.” 
year and quickly gaining popularity some time building support in their The band will be headed out on tour 

roughout Europe andthe United own country. “I’m mainly looking _ with a new guitarist in tow, which isn’t it | it's ti j 
Slates, Threat Signalis poisedto forward to the scenery, alot of the first lineup change the band has The waits over... its time to INFECT the world again! 
ake over the whole world withits mountains and stuff. And I'm look- _ gone through. Howard assures fans Infected Mushroo j e within tt 

unky riffs and innovative take on _ing forward to meeting people in "that the lineup will solidify soon and m hag been the leading force within te 
metal. What seems odd, however, is | Western Canada.” Threat Signal will be stronger for hav- global Psy-Trance scene for nearly a decade. They make 


at the band is less known in their Having been signed to Germany’s _ ing made such changes. j i ir hi ital as 
own backyard of Canada then they _ Nuclear Blast records on the strength “We lost a oieier in March..I : glorious Fetum celebrating highly anticipated 6th ) 
are elsewhere, but all that ought to of some MP3s the band posted online, dunno what happened with that. He studio album — Vicious Delicious contains a myriad.of | 
hange soon as they embark on their Threat Signal—which includes gui- _was pretty much fed up with tourin j i j 
first cross-Canada tour. tarist Kyle McKnight, drummer and playing shows,” he says. Ait ven musical explorations, from Flamenco guitar, 10 

"We haven't been anywhere but George Parfitt and oddly monikered _ getting kind of old—this will be our Hip Hop, to Thrash-Metal undertones. * 
Ontario and Québec in Canada—we “Pat” on Bass—had a foothold in third rhythm guitarist. Threat Signal Fusions 
didn’t really Start touring until late © Europe and were-lucky enough to be _ from the beginning always had some 


ast year,” vocalist John Howard able to capitalize. doubt on the lineup, but we're slowly 
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BRYAN BIRTLES / bryan@vueweekly.com 
here is a time when an artist 
feels like they might as well 
look back on the things that 
they've created and accomplished, and 
10 years, while largely arbitrary, seems 
like a nice round number for that. 

For Canadian musician Kinnie 
Starr, 10 years of music creation has 
meant a lot of experimentation and a 
significant amount of acclaim for her 
work in hip hop and pop music, but 
10 years has also meant she’s come 
back to where she started. She 
recently released two new EPs and 
posted the songs—which are just her 
and her acoustic guitar singing soul- 
fully—to her MySpace. 

“I've tried a bit of everything. I'm a 
big lover of hip hop and I like making 
beats and making pop music, but my 
love is in writing. I just wanted to 
return recently to making music that 
is unaltered because in the pop and 
rock and hip-hop world, everything is 
cut and paste,” she says. “I've kind of 
come full circle to where I first 
learned how to make music. It’s a 
return.” 


THIS RETURN COINCIDED with a purg- 
ing of 20 years of journals in an effort 
to get to the bottom of what makes 
her tick as an artist. By reading 
through so much of her previous 
work, Starr was able to find the three 
themes she continues to return to. 
“I've been keeping a journal since I 
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was seven and I just shredded 
decades of journals and [I realized] 
I've been writing the same fucking 
thing my whole life. Essentially, I 
write about race, love and family and 
every question around those,” Starr 
reflects. “They say artists tell the same 
story their whole lives and I would say 
I'm not exempt from that rule.” 

But returning to previous work 
and coming full circle artistically 


doesn’t mean Starr is bereft of iq 
Far from it. 

“Everything blows my mind, < 
small things blow my mind. I’m a 
people watcher, | love to 
Way Strangers interact, and | t 
of inspiration from listening to con 
versations between strangers and 
watching people freak out in th 
fee line up,” she says before gett 
quietly reflective. “Those 
things that help me feel les 
because in general | feel quite |: 
ly—I think everybody d 
point—but interacting with stran 
gives me a sigh of relief.” v 
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has been in the 
n for over 25 years 
and ha don many styles 
sughout the years, from heavy 
to ‘80s pop, but it was his love 
country music that ultimately 
bes cowboy at heart, Austin has 
icipated in bull riding events that 
ve left him with broken bones, 
ctured lungs and gaping holes in 
legs. He’s also been to Bosnia, 
id Afghanistan, bringing his new 
try sounds to the hearts of our 
nadian troops. 
“4've been to Afghanistan three 
5, Bosnia twice,” says Austin. 
troops and I have a great rap- 
rt. 'm their GI Joe. Keep in mind, 
@p see their fellow Canadians come 
over from their home country of 
‘ ada is exciting. Though we go 
yer for our Canadian troops, and 


it's our military and CFBSA that put 
together our shows, as the British do 
for their soldiers, a lot of the other 
soldiers from the NATO Coalition 
forces are allowed to sit in and 
watch the shows. When we go there, 
we invite our coalition neighbours. 
It’s a wonderful deal, to not only 
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affect our soldiers, but all the other 
ones that want to come, and they 
really dig it. 

“| want to be over there right now,” 
he continues. “I keep trying to get 
another gig—my producer didn’t get 
the last couple, which was kind of 
sad. I’m gonna keep putting in for 


them, and hope to get back over there 
to rock the house.” 


AUSTIN SAYS THAT he didn’t find the 
experience as terrifying as most peo- 
ple assume it is, although he con- 
cedes that there were some moments 
of uncertainty. 

“There were times I would envision 
myself and buddies on the news, with 
potato sacks over our heads,” he 
admits. “That's just what you think 
over there.” 

Despite those thoughts, Austin is 
more than happy to have the opportu- 
nities he’s had as a musician, rather 
than slaving away working for the 
man. 

“This is my career, my life,” he 
States. “I've put out four albums so 
far. Well, actually five—one makes a 
great coaster! But it’s all a learning 
experience, and you can’t help but 
improve with experience.” v 
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BJORK 
VOLTA 
ATLANTIC 
CAROLYN NIKODYM / carolyn@vueweekly.com 
With each new release, Bjork 
7 presents a paradox. On the 
one hand, you never reall 
THIS ROCKS know a 4 Sa Bd 
does, after all, completely embody the 
over-used term “genre-defying,” meld- 
ing her own pop sensibilities with 
other worldly instrumentation and 
vocals. But on the other hand, you 
know exactly what to expect. You 
never hear a BjOrk track for the first 
time and wonder who is at the helm. 
With Volta, her sixth studio album, 
Bjork ups the ante, giving us an album 
that brings that paradox down to a lush 
track-by-track science. The opener 
“Earth Intruders,” one of the much- 
hyped Timbaland collaborations, is a 
beat-heavy assault similar to something 
you'd hear off of Post or Debut that 
leads into the more plaintive “Wander- 
lust,” before heading down the bal- 
ladeer’s throat to “The Dull Flame of 
Desire.” Perhaps it’s the diverse list of 
collaborators, from producer Mark Bell 
(of LFO and who had a hand in 
Homogenic) to Antony Hegarty to a 10- 
piece all-female brass section, but Volta 
is both Bjork’s least cohesive record and 
her most accessible album in a decade. 
And for the most part, it's a revelation. 
My only real complaint would be her 
venturing into the political realm. While 
she's never lacked the confidence to try 
new things, the tentative and juvenile 
lyrics of “Declare Independence”— 
“don't let them do that to you / damn 
colonists’—rob the crunchy instrumen- 
tation of its punk sensibility. After all, 
when you've made a career of colour- 
ing outside the lines, this kind anthem 
is at least a decade too late. 
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BRYAN BIRTLES / bryan@yueweekly.com 
I’m gonna tell you a secret 
¢y about Kid Gib that I heard 
from a source who heard it 
THSISOK from the drummer when the 
guy was too smashed to remember 
what he said. The band doesn’t make 
very much light of what their name 
means in their bio or on their 
MySpace page, but I'll tell you this: it’s 
a palindrome. Read backwards and it 
becomes the kind of juvenile joke that 
pop-punk used to be known for and 
that a band might be a tad embar- 
rassed about after they grew out of it. 
But juvenile is the opposite of how 
I would describe the music of Kid 
Gib. Oh sure, it’s poppy and punky 
and you'd expect to hear a fair num- 
ber of dick and fart jokes, but Kid Gib 
shows a maturity in arrangements 
and lyricism that belies their genre as 
well as their band name. The songs 
are tight and upbeat, with the right 
amount of crunchy guitars and hooky 
pop melodies. 
Kid Gib plays Avenue Skatepark on Fri, 
May 25. 


TRAVIS 
THE BOY WITH NO NAME 
INDEPENDIENTE 


LEWIS KELLY / lewis@vueweekly.com 
When it comes time to 
assemble the 10 greatest 
band names of all time, it’s 
THSISOK one too likely that Scottish 
pop-rock group Travis will make the 
cut. Don’t let their lame name turn you 
off of them, though. The Boy With No 
Name, the group's latest album, is, by 
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06. and their refinement... stars of the lid 
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10. i luoghi del potere art fleury 


and large, pretty kickass, ifa little bla and 

The record is fairly standard roc 
fare in terms of instrumentatj, on 
though there are a few curve ballg 
thrown in for fun. The obligatory bas 
drums, guitar and keyboard are pres 
ent, but so are some horns, st; ing 
and even a banjo. 

Boy is not a hugely ambitioy 
record by any stretch of the imaging. 
tion. But while the band aims perh 1 
a bit too low, Travis finds its yy} 
Frontman Fran Healy handle: hi 
songwriting duties well enough, and 
catchy hooks and easily palatab|e 
melodies abound. Listening to Boy jsf 
a bit like drinking Big Rock beer. no 
revolutionary or even exceptional, by 
still a nice way to pass the time 


NIGHT GROUP 
BLACK MOUNTAIN MUSIC 
LEWIS KELLY / lewis@vueweekly.com 
Twelve songs that sound 
almost identical: that pretty 
much sums up Night Group 
THSISOK the Jatest record from Hali 
fax-based group Dog Day. Usually 
this is not a good thing. Repetition j 
part of music, yes, but you can on\y 
handle so much before your brain 
turns to jelly or, worse, you start | 
tening to European dance musi 
There are rare artists who can mak 
hearing the same thing over and 
rewarding—the Yeah Yeah Yeahs and 
LCD Soundsystem spring to mind, and 
apparently, Dog Day. 
Somewhere in the dejected lyric 
thumping bass, vocal harmonies an! 
generic drumming of Night Group 
there is a crazy old shrink with a bai 
goatee, academic attire and a smal 
pocket watch that will hypnotiz 
without your consent. 
The record, which apes the Smut 
and Sonic Youth, according to th 
band’s website, will likely eventual 
wear thin with repeated listening. 1 
stripped-down sound of Night Gro 
is both a blessing and a curse in this 
respect. Dog Day's willful embra: 
simplicity will charm you, but w!! 
also, in time, drive you away !'0"' 
Night Group and towards more ©! 
plex records. 
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MARY CHRISTA O'KEEFE / marychrista@vueweety.c0” 

Just One More: A Musi I 

Tribute to Larry Brown skew" 

the “tribute” trope, get" 
m5 more consistent results than 
most. Brown, who died of a he: 
attack a few years ago, was 2 0" 
temporary Southern literary figu 
who also wrote for finer music '> 
like No Depression. He was also a gu! 
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tar-player with a backporch blues- 
rock aesthetic, a romantic who 
adored his lyric or prose characters. A 
good day, in the Brownian world, 
included music—from a diner jukebox 
or car stereo with wind whistling 
backup, or bobbing around in the 
jitany of the mind. 

Just One More borrows from Brown's 
actual and imagined realms, with 
artists not only reinterpreting the 
writer's songs, but creating new ones 
based on prose works or chapters from 
his life. The final track features Brown 
himself, alongside fellow beloved 
Southern author Clyde Edgerton. 

This is a capable album, though not 
engaging. It starts slow, favours the 
tepid and suffers from monotony, 
traveling the same roots-rock road 
throughout. The musicians are too 
accomplished for the album to out- 
right suck, but one suspects Brown 
was not the most gifted songwriter; 
the material seems to challenge the 
artists to enliven them. Perennial 
favourite Alejandro Escovedo suc- 
ceeds on his live show staple “Baby's 
Got New Plans,” while Pieta Brown's 
blowsy “Another Place In Time,” Jim 
Dickenson & Duff Dorrough’s cal- 
liope-esque “I'll Remember You” and 
Vic Chestnutt’s elegiac “Fish” likewise 
get it right. The rest? About as bracing 
as a virgin mint julep. 
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a THE LONELY ASTRONAUTS 
LET'S JUST BE 
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JASMINE POLITESKI / jasmine @vueweekly.com 
It's hard to pinpoint exactly 
® what the problem is with 
Joseph Arthur’s new album. 
Is it the excessive strained 
and scratchy vocals? Is it the feeling 
that so many of the tracks could be 
part of a jam session? Or is it simply 
the unbalanced and unnecessary 
amount of experimentation that leads 
to its downfall? Even the production 
quality seems less than stellar in parts. 
Adding to this disorder are the 
numerous and easy to spot musical 
influences. The opening track “Dia- 
mond Ring” is a kick back to the 
Stones, circa Exile on Main Street. The 
abrupt and shouty vocals, plus the gur- 
gling at the end of “Goodlife” is an easy 
comparison to early Beck. And Arthur 
Sounds like someone other than him- 
self on so much of this album, diluting 
lus otherwise unique and strong sound. 
And then, just when you think 
you've heard all you need to hear on 
this 80-minute exploration, Arthur 
Surprises us with the subtle, pleasing 
Wack "Take Me Home,” to reassure 
you this is indeed his album. Maybe 
this is just a phase, or maybe this is 
the new Arthur, either way there’s a 
line in “Star Song’—"need a little time 
aWay"—that sounds like the best plan 
for everyone involved. 


=| ENTER SANDOR 
= | STEVEN SANDOR 
= | stoven@weweekly.com 


| used to believe that the reason that 
consumers would always want physi- 
cal CDs or vinyl, sold in physical 
stores, is that there are a lot of people 
out there who see the album as more 
than a collection of songs; these peo- 
ple want the art, the lyrics and the 
booklets that come with the audio. 

And really, being able to view the 
album cover in your iTunes window 
just isn’t good enough. 

But where |, and the music indus- 
try, have gone horribly wrong is in 
assuming that physical record stores 
would remain the only places where 
music fans could get the artwork to 
go with their music. As much as the 
internet has become a haven for 
legal and illegal trading of music 
files, it has also become a virtual 
clearinghouse for CD artwork. Want 
to have all the lyrics and booklets 
that come with the album you just 
ripped? All you have to do is search 
one of the many sites which offer full 
album artwork—often with no fees 
attached. 

Go to allcdcovers.com, and you will 
find (at least | did, last week) that its 
database includes 34 812 titles and 
101 978 covers. With just a simple 
search, a user can download cover art, 
booklet snippets, sleeves ... all which 
can be printed off at home or at the 
office. Or, go to slothradio.com/covers, 
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| love Soul Jazz, but 
An hour of proto jungle 
Seems like 14 days 
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Every molecule 
In Rick’s brain is composed of 
Pure awesomeness! 
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It’s rock ‘n’ roll, man 
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and all you have to do is enter the 
artist's name and album title and you 
will get a series of jpegs of correspon- 
ding album art. 

And those are just a couple of 
examples. Even well intentioned sites, 
such as discogs.com—which attempts 
to offer online discographies of pretty 
well every band that ever existed— 
can be used to pirate cover art. That's 
because the images of the art are usu- 
ally of a high-enough resolution that 
they can be taken, and the track list- 
ings are so extensive that they can be 
used as Gospel. 

And don’t even get me started on 
shareware programs that link with 
iTunes and media players. Programs 
such as Album Cover Finder link with 
Amazon and take the artwork from 
there. 

So, | asked the Canadian Recording 
Industry Association if it has a policy 
about pirating artwork; after all, the 
art is part of the copyrighted album 
package, right? CRIA would surely 
take an interest? But, after two days, 
CRIAs Don Hogarth responded that he 
wasn't able to find anyone in the 
organization who could comment on 
pirated artworki _ 

Obviously, CRIA’s far more con- 
cerned about those who pirate the 
audio files. But, surely, sooner or later 
someone in the industry is going to 
address this issue ... right? w 


Steven Sandor is a former editor-in- 
chief of Vue Weekly, now an editor 
and author living in Toronto. 


VARIOUS ARTISTS 

ONE LITTLE INDIAN PRESENTS 
ONE LITTLE INDIAN 

Like the Swedish Chef 

This label is all about 

Bjork Bjérk Bjérk Bjérk Bjork 


GRAVEWORM 
COLLATERAL DEFECT 
NUCLEAR BLAST 

If you take this shit 
Seriously, you may want 
To kill yourself now 


THE TEETH 

YOU'RE MY LOVER NOW 
PARK THE VAN 

Sweet and spastic pop 

Like filling your earholes with 
Soda and pop-rocks 


OF TRACK AND FIELD 
CE BEFORE LOVE AND WAR 


Atmospheric, lush 

A bit abusive of the 
Old loud-soft gambit 
RUFUS WAINWRIGHT 
RELEASE THE STARS 
The Gay Messiah 


Cometh! But don’t you worry, 
That'll wipe right off 
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FAX YOUR FREE LISTINGS TO 426.2889 
OR E-MAIL GLENYS AT 


USTINGS@VUEWEEKLY.COM 
DEADLINE IS FRIDAY AT 3 PM 


CLUBS/LECTURES 


ALL OUR SISTERS: STORIES OF HOMELESS 


WOMEN IN CANADA Mandolin Books, 6419-112 
Ave © Susan Scott for 2 book launch and discussion 
of her new book. Introduction by Ray Martin © Thu, 
May 24 (7pm) 
CANADA-HAITI LABOUR AND WOMEN’S 
SOLIDARITY TOUR Faculté St. Jean, Rm 366, 
MacMahon Pavillion * From Haiti to Edmonton: 

= Women's Rights and Trade-Union Organizer speaks 
out. Public meeting with Ginette Apollon * Tue, 
May 23 (7pm) 
CANADIAN HARD OF HEARING CONFERENCE |- 
800-263-8068, www.chha.ca/conference/2007 
Featuring speaker, humorist and author Michael Kerr 
© May 24-27 


CANADIAN NATIVE FRIENDSHIP CENTRE 11205- 
101 St (479-1999) © Basketball; Mon (5-7pm) 
Healing Circle; Mon (6-8pm) * Boxing; Mon/Thu {7- 
Spm). Tue (5-7pm) # Volleyball; Tue (6-8pm) « 
Sewing Circle; Tue (6-8pm) * Beadwork Class; Wed 
(6-8pm) * C.N.FC. Pow-wow; Wed (6-Spm) © Hip- 
Hop Class; every Thu (5-7pm) ® Cree Class: Thu (6- 
8pm) © Elders and Residency; Fri {all day) * Safe 
Using and Harm Reduction; last Fri each month 
{11am-12Zpm) * Tobacco Reduction; every Fri (1-2pm) 
* Drop-in Night; Fri (6-8pm) 


CONVERSATION CAFE Unity of Edmonton Church, 
_13212-106 Ave ¢ Meeting presented by Rev. Yvonne 
Racine © Every Tue (1-3pm} 


ECOSOLAR HOME TOUR 2007 www.ecosolar.ca © 
Tour of the homes in the Edmonton area where peo- 
ple have installed solar panels, solar hot water 
heaters, geothermal heaters, or built energy efficient 
homes © Sat, June 9 (12-4pm) 


FIRST NATIONS COMMUNITIES NEGOTIATE OIL 
AND ENVIRONMENT ETLC 013 (Engineering, 
Teaching and Learning Centre, U of A (492-2420) « 
With Melody Lepine; this is part of a five week pub- 


RODNEY 
DECROO 


LIGHTS IN 


WITH GUESTS y 


MIKE ANGU 


TORONTO’s NOW MAGA 
ex RODMEY DECROO: 
“This clbem inocked me eat 
withis 30 seconds of hitting ‘play’ 
aad bes centered to rebeotlesshy 
bear the shit cot of me.” 
Retieg: MHMK 


CALGARY SUN's Mike Bet! 
on CAM PINNER: 


“Bire-caller coontry thet's bees 

deogged crowed the proivie beck 1704s 

by its beets, aed coaled is the long 
ess gromieg ia the Mis.” 


60 


KY 


fe neuererbe Oil and Community: The Art and 


Science of Sustainability Thursday until June 7 
© Thu. May 31 (pm) 


FOLKLORE 

TODAY Campus, Convocation Hall, Senate 
Chamber, 3rd Fl, Arts Building * Public lecture offered 
in Ukrainian by Maryna Hrymych, and Taras 
Schevchenko * Wed, May 30 (10am) 

ILLUSIONS SOCIAL CLUB Roost, 10345-104 St (387- 
3343) © Crossdressers, transsexuals, friends and sup- 
porters meet the 2nd Thu each month (8pm); 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/edmonton_illusions/ 


IMAGES ALBERTA CAMERA CLUB Allendale 
School, 6415-106 St (469-9776) www.imagesab.ca * 
Meets every 2nd and 4th Thu (8pm) each month fea- 
turing presentations, speakers, workshops, outings, 
monthly and year-end competitions. Photographers of 
all levels are welcome * (individual member- 
ship}/$50 (family)/$20 (full-time student); visitors 
may attend three times before joining 


1S NUCLEAR A SOLUTION TO THE TARSANDS 
ENERGY NEEDS? ETLC 013 (Engineering, Teaching 
and Learning Centre, U of A (492-2420) « With 
Nashina Shariff and Heinz-JOrgen Peter; this is part 
of a five week public speaker series Oi! and 
Community: The Art and Science of Sustainability « 
Thu, May 24 (7pm) ® Free 


MEDITATION © Gaden Samten Ling Tibetan 
Buddhist Meditation Society; 11403-101 St, 
www.gadensamtenting.org (479-0014) by Kushok 
Lobsang Dhamchoe; beginner Tue (7pm); intermedi- 
ate Wed (7pm); advanced Sun (11am-1pm) © 
Brahma Kumaris World Spiritual Organization, 
208-10132-105 St, (425-1050) www.bkwsu.org; Raja 
Yoga Meditation ¢ Tranquility Meditation 
Tibetan Tradition 10502-70 Ave (633-6157) 
www.karmatashiling.org; Beginners welcome, 
instruction available, every Wed (7pm); free 


A NET ZERO ENERGY HOME IN EDMONTON Telus 
World of Science, 11211-142 St © Presentation by 
Gordon Howell * Mon, June 4 (6;30-Spm) © Free 


PARENT TALK (481-1292) Boys and Girls Clubs of 
Edmonton offers support groups and workshops for 
parents at various city locations 


PRACTICAL SPIRITUALITY AND HEALING: 
RESTORING OUR LIVES Edmonton Room, Lower 
Level Stanley A. Milner Library, Churchill Sq * Free 
lecture by Ginny Luedeman * Sat, May 26 (1:30pm) 


ST ALBERT CHAPTER SENIORS UNITED St 


Albert Legion, Tache St * Meeting, St Albert Senior 
Survey outcomes * May 28 (1,30-3pm) 

SELF ESTEEM SUPPORT GROUP (496-5930) ¢ For 
women who are experiencing chaos as a result of a 
life crisis and who feel isolated © Group meets each 
week 


& CAM 
PENNER 


MAY 24 - MAY 30, 2007 


TOASTMASTERS CLUBS © City 
Toastmasters Downtown (426- Set your own 
pace to become a comfortable and confident public 
; Meetings every Tue (noon) * 

Chamber of Commerce, 600, 
9990 Jasper Ave (459-5206); Visit us and learn how 
to deliver effective presentations, conduct business 
meetings, and develop as a communicator and a 
leader; every Thu (6pm) © "N'oraters: Beverly 
United Church meeting room, 11919-40 St (476-6963) 
Improve speaking skills, leadership skills, time man- 
agement, organizational, listening and social skills; 
every Wed (7-9pm) * Best Western 
Cedar Park Inn, 5116 Gateway Boulevard (457-0808) 
Wwww.pursuers.org; weekly meetings to improve your 
communication and leadership skills in a supportive 
environment every Wed (7-Spm) * Chanticleer 
Toastmasters: Kingsway Rm, Millard Health 
Building, 131 Airport Rd (498-4608/474-1138) Thu 
meetings (7-8:30 am) feel confident speaking and 
build leadership skills 


TOURETTE SYNDROME Academy of King Edward, 
8525-101 St, North door (1-866-824-9764) * Support 
meetings for TS adults and parents of TS kids © 

First Wed each month (7pm) 


WALK A MILE: THE IMMIGRANT EXPERIENCE 
IN CANADA Stanley A. Milner Library Theatre, 7 Sir 
Winston Churchill Sq * A Series of 4 Episodes pro- 
pues by the NFB Canada # May 23, May 30 (7pm) 
* Free 


WASKAHEGAN TRAIL ASSOCIATION (455-0130) 
Free guided hike, approx. 8 km at Middle Battle. 
Meet by the Bonnie Doon Recycle, 85 S5, 85 Ave 
May 27 (9am) 


WOMEN IN BLACK In front of the Old Strathcona 
Farmers’ Market © Silent vigil every 1st and 3rd Sat 
ea month, stand in silence for a world without vio- 
lence (10-11am) 


QUEER LISTINGS 


AFFIRM SUNNYBROOK-RED DEER Red Deer (403- 
347-6073) © Affirm welcome LGBTQ people and their 
friends, family, and allies, meet at Sunnybrook United 
Church every 2nd Tue ea month (7pm) 


AGAPE Faculty of Education, U of A Campus © Sex, 
sexual, gender differences in education and culture 
focus group * Contact Dr. Andre Grace 
(andre.grace@ualberta.ca) for info 


BISEXUAL WOMEN’S COFFEE GROUP 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/bwedmonton * 
Social group for bi-curious and bisexual women © 
2nd Thu ea month (7:30pm) 


BOOTS AND SADDLES 10242-106 St (423-5014) « 
Large tavern with poo! tables, restaurant, shows. 
Members only 


BUDDYS NITE CLUB 11725B Jasper Ave (488-7736) 
© Open nightly Spm-3am, Fri 8pm-3pm © Sun: 
Rotating drag shows with Mz Bianca and Mz Vanity 
Fair in The Stardust Lounge and GoDiva and 
Donnatella NE1 in The GoDonna Show, DJ 
WestCoastBabyDaddy ® Mon: Amateur strip contest 
with Mia Fellow, midnight, OJ WestCoastBabyDaddy 
* Tue: Free pool and tourney, DJ Arrowchaser # 
Wed: Hump day with DJ Sexxxy Sean ¢ Thu: Wet 
underwear contest with Mia Fellow, midnight, DJ 
WestCoastBabyDaddy ¢ Fri: We made ‘em famous! 
DJ Eddy Toonflash, come early to avoid lineup, no 
cover before 10pm ® Sat: Undie night for men only, 
free pool and tourney, DJ Arrowchaser 


DOWN UNDER MENS BATH HOUSE 12224 
Jasper Ave (482-7960) © Open 24/7 * www.gayed- 
monton.com 


EDMONTON MUSIC NIGHT © A mature social 
group, couples and singles welcome © E-mail edmon- 
tonmusicnight@hotmail.com for more info 


EDMONTON PRIME TIMERS (EPT) Unitarian 
Church of Edmonton, 10804-119 St » A group of older 
gay men and their admirers who have common social 
interests meet every 2nd Sunday of most months at 
2:30pm for a social period, a short meeting and a 
guest speaker, discussion panel or a potluck supper. 
Special interest groups meet for other social activities 
throughout the month. email edmontonpt@yahoo.ca, 
Www. primetimersww.org/edmonton 


EDMONTON RAINBOW BUSINESS ASSOCIA- 
TION www.edmontonrba.org * Monthly after busi- 
ness mixer: Network and share contacts in the GLBT 
business community * Second Wed ea month 


HIV NETWORK OF EDMONTON SOCIETY 300, 
11456 Jasper Ave (488-5742) or contact?@hivedmon- 
ton.com * Programs and support services for people 
affected and infected by HIV/AIDS and related illnesses. 
Counselling, referrals, support groups, harm reduction, 
education, advocacy and public awareness campaigns 


INSIDE/OUT U of A Campus ¢ Campus-based 
organization for lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans-identi- 
fied and queer (LGBTQ) faculty, graduate student, 
academic, straight allies and support staff * 3rd Thu 
ea month (fall/winter terms): Speakers Series. 
Contact Kris (kwells@ualberta,ca) 


LIVING POSITIVE 404, 10408-124 St, www.edmliv- 
ingpositive.ca (1-877-975-9448/488-5768) * 
Providing confidential peer support to people living 
with HIV @ Every Tue (7-Spm): Support group Daily 
drop-in, peer counselling 


MADELEINE SANAM FOUNDATION Faculté St. 
Jean, 8406 Marie-Anne Gaboury (91 St) Rm 3-18 (490- 
7332) * Program for HIV-AIDS prevention, treatment 
and harm reduction in French, English and other 
African languages * Every 3rd and 4th Sat (Sam-Spm) 
© Free (member)/$10 (membership) © Pre-register 


MAKING WAVES SWIMMING CLUB www.geoci- 


EVENTS 


ties.com/makingwaves_edm Recreational and 
Competitive swimming with coaching, beginners 
encouraged to participate. Socializing after practices 
© Every Tue and Thu 


PRIDE CENTRE OF EDMONTON 9540-111 Ave (488- 
3234) ¢ Open: Mon-Thu 1pm-10pm, Fri 3-10pm * 
Bears Movie Night: Bears Club: last Sun ea month (1- 
5pm, TV room) * Trans Education/Support Group: 
Support and education for transsexual, transgendered, 
intersexed, two-spirited and questioning individuals; 
Ist, 3rd, last Sun ea month (2-4pm) with Cody © 
Sunday Night Men’s Discussion Group: Mens social 
and discussion group; every Sun (7pm); Rob Wells at 
robwells780@hotmail.com * Friends and Family 
Playgroup: 2nd Sun ea month (2-4pm) with Noelle, 
friendsandfamilyplaygroup-owner@yahoogroups,ca © 
Monday Movie Night: Movie nights with themed 
movies and discussion afterwards; every Mon ® TTIQ 
Alliance; Support meeting for transgender, transsexual, 
intersex and questioning 2nd Tue ea month; ttiqual- 
liance@shaw.ca, 718-1412 * GLBT Seniors Drop-In: 
Every Thu (2-4pm) with Jeff Bovee, 488-3234 © Sick 
and tired of being sick and tired? Cocaine Anonymous 
meeting; Thu 7-8pm; CA Hotline 425-2715 ¢ HIV 
Outreach: Drop-in circle every other Thu (7pm) * Youth 
Understanding Youth: Youth support and social group; 
every Sat (7-Spm); yuy¥@shaw.ca; 
www.members.shaw.ca/yuy * Suit Up and Show Up- 
Big Book Study; Sat (12-2); 
suitupshowup@hotmail.com * NDP LGBT Caucus: last 
Sun ea month with Jay, 488-3234 


PRISM BAR AND GRILL 10524-101 St, back 
entrance (990-0038) © Lesbian and gay bar/restaurant 


THE ROOST 10345-104 St (426-3150) © Open Thu, 
Sun 8pm-3am; Fri Sat 8pm-4am; closed Man, Tue, 
Wed © Thu: Thursdays are Gorgeous with Hostess 
Hootie McBoob, featuring Drag Kings and Queens, 
burlesque and amateur strip the last Thu ea. Month 
* Fri: All Request Dance Party every Friday, DJ 
Jazzy with rotating shows every week ® Sat: 
Always like New Years Eve: with DJ Dan (retro) 
downstairs and DJ Jazzy (new music) upstairs ¢ 
Sun: Flashback Sundays: Featuring hostesses Miss 
Bianca and Vanity Fair, rotating quests. Free pool all 
night long; $3 cover © Weekends; $4 (members)/$6 
(non-member)/Sun $2 cover 


SINGLE LESBIANS 40 PLUS * A woman’s social 
group, gathers once a month on Sat for conversation 
over tea and coffee © Information e-mail: single- 
women40plus@hotmail.com 


STEAMWORKS 11745 Jasper Ave (451-5554) « 
Steam baths open daily (24hrs) 


WOMONSPACE (780-482-1794) © A non-profit les- 
bian organization, organized activities held monthly 
including licenced non-smoking dances, coffee hous- 
es, family events, games nights, golf tournaments 
and more ® www.gaycanada,com/womonspace, e- 
mail: womonspace@gmail.com 


WOODYS 11723 Jasper Ave (488-6557) * Open 
Daily (noon) © Sat-Tue Karaoke with Tizzy and Patrick 
* Sat-Sun Poo! Tournaments 


SPECIAL EVENTS 


ALBERTA BALLETS HOUSE AND GARDEN TOUR 
(428-6839 ext. 3/451-8000) © Stroll through three 
award-winning gardens and six stunningly-designed 
homes @ June 23-24 © $35 (single-day self-guided 
tour)/$55 (single-day bus tour) at TicketMaster; 
fundraiser for Alberta Ballet 


ASIAN HERITAGE MONTH Devonian Botanic Garden, 
www.asianheritagemonth.ca (987-3054) © Annual 
Chigiri-e show and demonstration using tor, imported 
Japanese paper; June 1-3(10am-5pm) ® Kurimoto 
Japanese Garden Spring Festival; June 3 (1-4pm) 


ATASTE OF OLD STRATHCONA TransAlta Arts 
Barn, 10330-84 Ave (433-5866) ¢ Fundraiser for the 
Old Strathcona Foundation for restoration, preserva- 
tion and growth featuring a variety of food from local 
restaurants and live entertainment and silent auction 
© May 31 (6:30pm door) * $20 


CITY CHASE Start and finish at Edmonton City Hall, 
Chase Points throughout the city * Teams of two 
travel by foot or public transit collecting clues, solv- 
ing puzzles, performing fun and crazy physical feats 
® May 26 © $150/team; register at www.city- 
chase.ca/schedule.asp?nav=schedule 


DINOSAURS ALIVE! MAX, TELUS World of Science, 
11211-142 St (451-3344.) © A Gigantic Adventure, giant 
screen film, narrated by Michael Douglas ¢ Mon-Wed 
3pm; Thu 3, 7pm; Fri 3, 7, 9pm; Sat 11am, 1, 3, 5, 7, 
Som; Sun/holidays 11am, 1, 3, 5, 7pm 


DOCTORS AND DERRIERES: POSING FOR A 
GLOBAL CAUSE Il Red Strap Market, 10305-97St 
(445-8518) * Silent art auction of nude portraits * 
May 24 (6:30-11pm); preview until May 24 

Proceeds to Change for Children's Community Health 
Project in El Salvador and intemational health projects 
run by |HIMS in Tanzania, Kenya, India 


DREAMSPEAKERS FILM FESTIVAL Citadel Theatre, 
Churchill Sq and Oil City Roadhouse, www.dreams- 
peakers.org (378-9609) * Featuring Aboriginal movies 
and film industry events; June 4-6 ¢ Opening night: 
hosted by the Metis Nation of Alberta followed by the 
screening of The Waimate Conspiracy at Ziedler Hall; 
Mon, June 4 © Pitching sessions and screenings at 
7pm at the Citadel; June 5-9 * Youth Day: Storytellers, 
filmmakers, actors and speakers; free; Thu, June 7 * 
Film Industry Trade Fair: June 7-8 at Churchill Square; 
free * Wrap-up party and awards at Oil City 
Roadhouse with the Jim Cuddy Band; Sat, June 9 


INTERNATIONAL CHILDREN'S FESTIVAL St. 
Albert, www.childfest.com (459-1542/451-8000) « 
Featuring Main Stage artists and roving performers 
from around the world with music, theatre, dance, and 


Puppetry as well as stilt walkers, storytell 
and more © May 29-June 2 ® Tickets avaishie 
TicketMaster, Arden Theatre box office 


JESUS CAMP-GLOBAL VISIONS FILM Festiy, 
Metro Cinema, Zeidler Hall, Citadel Theatre Comples 
9828-101A Ave ® Screening of Oscar nominated film 
with special guest speaker Dittmar MOndel, audienc. 
discussion to follow * Thu, May 24 (7pm) « $19 
(adult)/$8 (student/senior/member) 


RELAY FOR LIFE www.cancerab.ca/relay (455-7 ),) } 
* The Canadian Cancer Society 12 hour, Non-competi 
tive team relay * May 25-26 (7pm—7am) 


THE ROYAL BISON CRAFT AND ART Fain 
Cosmopolitan Music Society Building, 8426 Gateway 
Blvd (493-4560) * "Indie* craft fair, tables of Ioceint 
made cultural and practical produce * May 26-27. 
(10am-5pm) * $2 (door)/kids free; 

www. fifteen.ca/theroyalbison 


RUNWAY FESTIVAL Lexus of Edmonton, 11204. 170 
St Runway gala with fashion show featuring clothe 
from Urban ® June 1 (cocktails at 7pm; show at 8pm) 
* $25 (adv) at TIX on the Square, door 


ST. ALBERT KINSMEN RAINMAKER RODEO 
AND EXHIBITION St. Albert Kinsmen Rainmakey 
Rodeo Fairgrounds, www.rainmakerab.ca « 
Rainmaker Midway, Rodeo and Chuckwagon events 
the Monster Truck and X-treme Freestyle Motorcro, 
demonstrations, the everbristling Rainmaker Marker 
and the Showcase Stage of Rising Stars « May 25 
27 © $10 (grounds adult) * May 25: Sam Roberts 
Band, Bedouin Soundclash, Long Way Down; May 
26: Paul Brandt, Julian Austin, The Grambo Brothers 
fully licensed, no minors event; © $45 (door each 
night)/$34.95 (ady. each night) at TicketMaster 


SUBWAY CORONATION TRIATHLON Pete; 
Hemingway Fitness Centre, Coronation Park, 13809 
111 Ave, www.edmonton.ca/cornationtriathlon 
Sun, May 27 (7am-1pm) 


TEENSGTHE TURN FESTIVAL Citadel Rice Theatre 
(425-1820) ¢ Featuring Collective Creation on Teen 
Violence in Edmonton, SubUrbia, Into the Woods. 
Vinegar Tom, Cabaret/Variety Events, Students Club 
Shorts, Workshops and Theatre Career Fair and more 
Until May 27 © see www.myspace.com/teensatthetum 
THE WEEKEND TO END BREAST CANCER King 
Edward Park small community hall, 8008-81 St « 
Multi-family, fundraising garage sale * May 25-27, | 
2-8pm; Sat Sam-6pm; Sun noon-5pm 


KARAOKE 


BILLY BOB'S SPORTS BAR Continental Inn, Stony 
Plain Rd (484-7751) © Every Wed (8pm-12am); every Th 
Fri, Sat (9:30pm-1:30am) with Right Said Ed 

BLIND PIG 32 St. Anne Street, St. Albert 
Karaoke with Shelly every Wed/Fri 

CAMELOT SPORTS BAR 10231-95 St (425-4298) » 
Every Sun (8pm-12): with Jeannie and Bruce 


CASTLEDOWN'S P UB 16753-100 St * Every Tue 
(9pm-1am): with Off-Key Entertainment 

CROWN AND ANCHOR 15277 Castledowns Rd 
(472-7696) ® Every Thu (10:30pm) ® Every Wed. 
Name that Tune 

GAS PUMP 10166-114 St (488-4841) Every Tue-Wed 
(9:30pm); Gord's Best Live Singing Show 

HOOUGANZ PUB 10704-124 St (452-1168) © Karaoke 
every friday with krista, Liquid Entertainment 
KNIGHTS PUB SOUTH 19 Ave, 105 St (461-0587) « 
Every Fri-Sat (10pm-2am): Gord's Best Live Singing Show 
LIONSHEAD PUB Coast Terrace Inn, 4440 Gateway 
Blvd (431-5815) © Every Sun (8pm); With Evolution 
Entertainment 

MAZADAR 10725-104 Ave (429-4940) © Fridays 
karaoke (Spm-late): with Chris 

MO0J0'S Best Western Hotel, Fort Saskatchewan 
(998-7888) © Every Fri (9:30pm): with 
Sonia/Prosound Productions 

NEWCASTLE PUB 6108-90 Ave (490-1999) * Every 
Thu Karaoke 


O'CONNOR'S IRISH PUB 9013-88 Ave (469-9155) 
Name that Tune; every Thu (9pm) 


ON THE ROCKS 11740 Jasper Ave (482-4767) ° 
Karaoke Mondays: Every Mon (Spm); Hosted by Mr 
Entertainment's Scott Parsons * Salsa and the Ci\) 
Thursdays: Latin music and Salsa lessons; every |! 
(3pm) 

ORLANDO'S 1 15163-121 St (457-1649) « Every 
Wed/Thu/Sun (9:30pm-Zam): with TLC Entertainment 
OVERDRIVE NEIGHBOURHOOD PUB 6401-104 S\ 
(988-5457) © Every Sat hosted by Jenny Joy; 99m 
PEPPERS Westmount Mall, 135 St, 113 Ave (45! 
8022) © Every Thu (9:30pm-1-30am): with Gord {row 
Stonerock Productions 


ROSARIOS 11715-108 Ave (447-4727) © Longest 1u"\ 
ning Karaoke bar, 7 days a week 


ROSIE'S BAR AND GRILL © Downtown, 1060410! 
St (423-3499); Every Mon-Sat (9pm); Sun (7pm): wit 
Ruth © Highstreet, 10315-124 St (482-1600); daily 
(9:30pm) © Old Strathcona, 10475-80 Ave (439-7 
every Thu-Sat (9:30pm-1:30am) * 99 St, 63 Ave, 
Thu-Sat (9pm-1am): with Off-Key Entertainment 
13710-104 St(472-6336) © Every Tue, Fri-S3 
(7pm-midnight), Sat-Sun (1-5pm) 

YESTERDAY'S 112-205 Camegie Dy, St. Albert {459 
0295) © Every Thu (9:30pm-Zam): with Off-Key 
Entertainment 


ny}: 


luse me. 
lay is quite simple: if | see 
someone or someone is pointed out to me 
who, solely based on outward appear- 
ance, seems to be straddling that line | 
i signal. If they're straight, | 
dex finger in such a fashion 
as if | was giving the “number one” (or 
“pointing to the Lord” if you're Catholic). If 
they're gay, however, | point my finger, 
then bend it over, crook it like the finger of 
an arthritic grandmother. It’s an indiscrimi- 
nate gesture that saves an obvious point 
: 


= | (i ASTROLOGY 
| feetenetice 
ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19) 


Chameleons use their stupendously 
strong tongues to reach out and capture 
their prey, which can be up to one-sixth 
their size. The equivalent for you would 
be if you could snag a big chicken with 
the muscular organ in your mouth. I’m 
not predicting you'll develop that skill in 
the coming days. But | do believe you'll 
have a powerful tongue in the sense that 
the words you shape with it will have a 
prodigious capacity to change your sur- 
roundings and influence everyone 
around you. 


TAURUS (APR 20- MAY 20) 

“Inspiration is highly overrated,” says 
photo realist artist Chuck Close. “If you 
sit around and wait for the clouds to 
part, it’s not liable to ever happen.” | 
share his assessment of the creative 


nuch flash. Keep that in 
us. Though you may not be 

ith a series of epiphanies in 
lays, you have the potential 
a lot of useful and original 
Stuff. ity quotient is high. 


GENIN AY 2-0 20 | 
lo best take advantage of the fresh and 
innocent forces that are offering 
themselves up to you, try experiments 
like the following: eat food you've never 
‘ried; listen to new music; climb a hill 
that has always been in the distance; try 
®rotic experiences you've wondered 


arene 
are 


to 


in their direction but still does the job. 
It started with my pal Josh. | don't 
know how. When we first met, when he 


was first coming out, he was a little too 
eager (and way too obvious) when it came 


about; push yourself to feel positive emo- 
tions that you may sometimes be too lazy 
or cynical to seek out, like playful rever- 
ence, intense curiosity, voracious grati- 
tude and surprised delight. 


CANCER (JUN 21 - JUL 22) 

Near the end of World War Il, a soldier 
named Shoichi Yokoi was serving in the 
Japanese army on the island of Guam. As 
American troops invaded, he fled into the 
dense jungle and hid in an underground 
cave. There he stayed for the next 28 
years. When he finally returned to civi- 
lization, his first words were, “It is with 
much embarrassment that | have returned 
alive.” In comparing you to Yokoi, Cancer- 
ian, | am of course exaggerating. You 
have not been concealing yourself so lit- 
erally or so thoroughly. And yet | feel a 
similar poignancy about the way you have 
kept yourself from revealing your full 
beauty. Please come in from out of the 
dark and shine the full blast of your iri- 
descent light. 


LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22) 

“| will tell you a great secret,” wrote 
French philosopher Albert Camus. “Do not 
wait for the last judgment. It takes place 
every day.” Author and activist John W 
Gardner spoke of the same issue from a 
different angle. “To sensible people,” he 
said, “every day is a day of reckoning.” | 
offer up those words for your guidance in 
the coming days, Leo. May they inspire 
you to be fierce and wilful, exuberantly 
unstoppable and wildly resourceful. May 


they remind you that even though there 


might be a world of pressure on you, that 
pressure is natural, merciful and exactly 
what you need. 


VIRGO (AUG 23- SEP 22) 

The coming weeks will be an excellent 
time for you to become dramatically 
clearer about the nature of your ambi- 


be (gay), 
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to pointing out our “peers” so | developed 
this method. They're either straight or, like 
the arthritic grandmother's finger-claw, 


they're “crooked.” Straight: straight. Gay: 
crooked. Works on so many levels. 


ASIDE FROM MY straight or Crooked™ 
game (available now at your local Star- 
bucks, next to the new Nouo CDs), there 
are a few other innocent little gay games 
| like to play with my friends, activities 
that don't involve the exchange of saliva 
or any other bodily fluids, although partial 
nudity has been known to happen. 

They mostly involve vocabulary such as 
determining which word is gayer than the 
other one, or adding new words to the 
common vernacular. The first is basically 
what it says. Find two words, both gay in 
some way, and debate over which one 
contains the highest amount of Vitamin G. 
Presently, there is major contention brew- 
ing over the words “sparkles” and “glit- 
ter.” | think that sparkles is obviously the 
gayer term. With two S's, it's a showcase 
for those among us who can’t help but 
lisp, and it is extremely conducive for a 
number of different flamboyant hand ges- 
tures when saying the word. Say: “honey, 
| think that dressss needss more sss- 
paaaaarklessss!” and see what happens. 
My boyfriend argues that glitter is gayer, 


tions. To jumpstart the process, read this 
insight from career counsellor Robin 
Hirschberg: “People tend to confuse their 
purpose (‘What do | love to do?’), with 
their ideals (‘How am | comfortable 
behaving?’) and their desired results 
(‘What can | achieve?’).” Now get to work 
figuring out the truth about those three 
foundation stones, Virgo. Once you do 
that, develop a plan for getting them to 
work together synergistically. 


LIBRA (SEP 23- OCT 22) 

“Who has done more good for the plan- 
et, Mother Teresa or Bill Gates?” asked 
businessman John Mackey. “No contest: 
Gates has helped far more people.” 
Whether you agree with that assess- 
ment or not, Libra, act as if it’s true in 
the coming weeks. As you express your 
generous urges, don't so much model 
yourself after Mother Teresa, who felt 
pious feelings and gave mostly symbolic 
assistance to a few thousand poor, sick 
people. Model yourself more after 
Gates, who spends billions of dollars to 
provide technological resources to 
schools in the US and to bolster health 
care and reduce poverty in the develop- 
ing world. In other words, don’t just be 
emotionally and spiritually supportive. 
Be aggressively helpful in the most 
practical ways. 


SCORPIO (OCT 23- NOV 21) 

Militant atheists make the claim that reli- 
gion has always been a primary cause of 
war. If humans weren't under the sway of 
“the God delusion,” they fume, armed 
conflicts would be infrequent. But military 
historian Eric Bergerud says that’s absurd. 
He notes that while there have been a 
few religious wars, “most wars in history 
have been driven by the lust for power 
and loot.” In other words, the materialist 
delusion is far more lethal than the God 
delusion. People who believe there's 
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but only because Mariah Carey made a 


Movie about it. You decide. 
And | know everyone does this. You 
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make up words that aren't really words to 
describe gay things in a gay way. Man- 


=I 


nothing of value beyond what the five 
senses can perceive are often the most 
dangerous of all. Make this the seed for 
your meditations, Scorpio. Think about 
how much less fear and loathing you'd 
suffer if you knew for a fact that your soul 
lives forever. Imagine the peace and won- 
der you'd feel if you knew there are reali- 
ties and spiritual beings that aren't visible 
to the naked eye or to the technology that 
science has thus far dreamed up. 


SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEE 21) 

Read this passage from the Talmud: 
“When the fetus comes forth into the air 
of the world, what is closed opens and 
what is open closes.” | believe that’s an 
apt metaphor for what's going on in your 
life, Sagittarius. You're leaving behind a 
situation that has nurtured you even as it 
has bound you. Ahead of you lies a scary 
freedom that will flood into you with a 
pleasurable shock. Welcome to the bril- 
liant shouting mystery of it all! 


CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19) 

"To have more, desire less.” | urge you 
to make that your motto in the coming 
days, Capricorn. You're in a phase that's 
ideal for expanding your horizons by cut- 
ting back on your attachments. Your 
wealth will grow if you renounce any 
greed you may be harbouring. Your 
power will intensify if you give up your 
longing for control over things you can't 
control. So be brave. Be nervy. Have fun. 
As you shed insubstantial wishes and 
barely-relevant obsessions, you may 
come to resemble a monarch. 


AQUARIUS (JAN 20 -FEB 18) 

A flower is in one sense a brilliant 
advertisement. With its alluring aroma, 
appealing colour and voluptuous shape, 
it captures the attention of insects and 
birds, inviting them in for a visit. It's not 
false advertising: the pollinators get to 
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purse: any slim messenger-style bag that 
could easily be mistaken for a female's 
handbag, because us gay guys hate knap 
sacks. (Josh calls them fag-bags or a C 
murse.) Homo-bro or Bro-mo: pretty self- 
explanatory. My sister's ex-boyfriend's 
brother was gay (just like me!) and | 
thought his first name was boring so | 
just referred to him as the Homobro 
Man-pris: capris only worn by men, but 
Teally only gay men wear them. My pal 
Iris thinks they should be made illegal. | 
concur. Homopop: what genre Scissor Sis- 
ter's is under on my iPod. (Tegan and Sara 
get dyketastic.) Faux-mo: a dude who pre- “& 
tends to be gay whenever it’s conven- 
ient—just like this guy | know. Faux-dyke 
is the female version, but | don’t use it 
very often. It just doesn’t roll off the 
tongue as smoothly. 
So does ail this this make me a loser? 
Of course it does. There's never been any 
doubt of that. But speaking of Straight or 
Crooked™, has anyone seen that adver- 
tisement they have plastered all over City 
Centre? The one with the faux-punk dude 
with the faux-biker mini-handlebar stache 
and striped shirt that says “Our eyes met. 
Across the changeroom”? | know you 
can't see my finger right now, but guess 
what it's doing right now. If that ad’s not 
totally gay, then | don’t know what is. w 


imbibe sweet food at the heart of the 
flower. But the flower also has a hidden 
agenda. Its male reproductive material, 
the pollen, gets stuck to the pollinators’ 
bodies, and they carry it away to the 
female organs of new flowers, thereby 
facilitating the plant version of impreg- 
nation. Now imagine that you are a 
flower, and re-read everything | just said, 
interpreting it as a metaphor for the 
approach you might want to pursue in 
the coming days 


PISCES (FEB 19- MAR 20) 

“Dear Rob: | would love to live on the 
ocean, | mean literally in a floating vil- 
lage, so that | could always sense the 
pulse of the Mother of Us All. | want the 
wild revelation of the horizon to be 
uncluttered before me. | want to smell 
the tang of salt in the air, to hear the 
cries of seagulls. No more towers, no 
more labyrinths of concrete—just 
breathtaking, incomprehensible expans- 
es of waves. —Piscean Immersion- 
Junkie.” Dear Immersion-Junkie: Good 
news! You Pisceans will soon be invited 
to get tastes of this restless primordial “ 
spectacle. It'll come to you in many 
ways, including (but not limited to) your 
dreams, meditations, hot baths, saunas, 
massages, love-making, music-playing, 
journal-writing and sailing. w 


Spot the typo! 


We're not especially good spellers, as 
some of you are fond of pointing out, so 
we can pretty much guarantee that there's 


a typo, grammatical error or some other f} x 
boo-boo in this issue. The first several 
people (rather arbitrarily chosen) to send }] 
an e-mail to carolyn@vueweekly.com 
detailing such a find win their pick from 
the pile of astoundingly horrible 
CDs in our offices. 
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EDUCATIONAL 


VANCOUVER ACADEMY OF DRAMATIC ARTS 
F/T Acting for Film & TV 
Student Loans Available 
www. ludios.com 
1-866-231-8232 


FOR SALE 


Complete textile screen printing set-up: 15 alumini- 


um screens, belt and flash dryer, light table, four 
ge Colour press, cabinet full of Plastisol ink. Complete 
set only $4500.00 OBO. 481-4472 


HELP WANTED 


CHANGE YOUR LIFE! TRAVEL, TEACH ENGLISH 


We train you to teach. 1000's of jobs around the 
world. Next in-class or ONLINE by correspondence. 
Jobs guaranteed. 7712-104 St. Call for Free info pack 
1-888-270-2941. 


Want to work for a better environment? Are you ener- 
getic? Interested in the environment? Want to eam 
some extra cash? We need energetic Program 
Representatives for a short-term retail-based solar 
program. Ear $20/hr! Weekends only — June 23, 24, 
30. No experience necessary—we will train! Send your 
resume to: jwalsh@summerhillgroup.ca 
Quote job SHGS1, www.summerhillgroup.ca. 


ty. full Time Receptionist for high end salon. Please drop 
"Off resume in person to 10536-124 St or call 496-9977 
for more details. 


Drivers wanted: $15+/hr, Wed (night). Thu (day), 
perm/PT. Must have mini-van or truck. Looking for 
reliable, responsible person. Ph 907-0570. 


River House Gnill 
St. Albert 
Requires full time server 
must have some knowledge of wine and be excited 


about working at a great local restaurant. 
To apply e-mail resume attn. Willie White to 
cwwhite@shaw.ca or drop it off in person at 
8 Mission Ave, St. Albert. 


Stop Wasting Your Precious Time in a Dead- 
End, Low-Paying Job! Train to be an Admin 
Professional and get the office job of your dreams. 
Call Campbell College for a FREE 10-min Funding 
Assessment. Ask for Sharon - 448-1850, ext 22 


STUDENTS 
& SENIORS 


4 Hours - AM 
, OF 

4 Hours - PM 
Mon-Sat 


PHONE 
702-5519 


Phon 


e 


MUSICAL INSTRUCTION 


MODAL MUSIC INC. 221-3116 
Music Instruction for guitar, bass, drums, and percussion. 
Private instruction: focus on individual! Professional, 
caring instructors with music degrees. Quality music 
instruction since 1981 


PAINTERS 


int? 
High quality, clean, profesctonal int/ext, res/comm; 
neg rates. Ph; 999-9045, 


PICTURE FRAMES 


PICTURE FRAMES 


MOVIE DOSTER SHOP 


Affordable picture frame options. Music Posters. 
8126 Gateway Blvd, 439-0408, 


SERVICES 


SACE - Public Education Program: Sexual Assault 
Centre of Edmonton (www.sace.ab.ca) provides crisis 
intervention, information, counseling and public edu- 
cation services. If required we can customize a pres- 
entation to meet your needs. T: (780) 423-4102 / F: 
421-8734 / E: info@sace.ab.ca; www.sace.ab.ca / 24 
Hour Crisis Line: 423-4121 


Human Rights Facilitator Training / www. jhcentre.org. 
free 8 week training program presented by: The John 
Humphrey Centre for Peace & Human Rights and the 
Human Rights City Project. Info: Carrie, 453-2638 / E: 
carrie@jhcentre.org 


WORKSHOPS 


DRAMAWORKS & ARTSTREK: Theatre workshops for 
adults and teens. July 2007. Call 422-8162 or visit 
www.theatrealberta.com 


ARTIST TO ARTIST 


FREE*FREE*FREE*FREE*FREE 
FREE*FREE*FREE*FREE*FREE 


STAGEWORKS ACADEMY OF 
THE PERFORMING ARTS 


Has a Summer Temporary Employment 
{STEP) position available for a 


SUMMER COORDINATOR 
7 INSTRUCTOR 


e 426-1996 from 9am-5pm Mon-Fri Email office@vueweekly.com © 10303-108St. Edmonton 


Deadline Tues at Noon + Print legibly on lines at right Up to 45 Characters per line * Every letter, space or mark counts as one character + Allow one space following punctuation 


N err CLASSIFIEDS 
Need a volui Forming an acting troupe? Want 


someone to jam with? Place up to 20 words FREE. Ads 

more than 20 words are subject to regular price or crue! 
editing. Free ads must be submitted in writing, in per- 
son, fax or e-mail. Free ads will run for four weeks, if 
you want to renew or cancel please phone Glenys at 

426-1996/fax 426-2889/e-m glenys@vueweekly.com or 


drop it off at 10303-108 St. Deadline is noon the i 
Tuesday before publication. Placement will depend ' 


DIRECT 
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ORY 


upon available space. 


“Poet Wanted” Edmonton seeks its next Poet Laureate. 
Interested, published Edmonton poets should contact 
the Edmonton Arts Council at pdb for application 


info. Deadline: 
http:/Awww.edmontonarts.ab.ca/PoetLaureate. pdf 


Ff Teach English Overseas 
TESOL Certified 5 Days In-Class or 


Job Overseas Guaranteed! 
FREE Info Seminar Tuesday @ 7pm 


Crown 
CD DVD PRINT MEDIA 
15397-11 7AVE. 471-1417 


www.CrownMultimedia.com 


1-888-270-2941 
globaltesol.com 


EERING & PRODUC, Z 


) 


BROADCAST ARTS! 


FILM &-DIGITAL WWW.PACIFICAV.COM 


~ oa 


ARTS 


‘Classes start soon 
‘Student Loans 
-HRSDC 


Vancouver, BC 


TOLL FREE 


1.800.601.PAVI 
pacificav.com 


REE LINES FOR $15 
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EEKISY MAY 24 - MAY 30, 2007 


CLASSIFIEDS 


LIGHTING TECHNICIAN 


The Friends of the Northem Alberta 
Jubilee Auditorium Society is looking for 
a sat te re i e fo assist in the 

ighting iriment. This position is 

primarily weekends and Rieti 


Candidates must excellent inter 
personal skills and have extensive know 
edge and experience in stage lighting 
For a detailed job listing visit 
/ [wrerv jebMleoweditorium.com 
Jaerthorn/about/jobs.asp ] 


SZ 


NORTHERN ALBERTA 


JUBILEE 


AUDITORIUM 
—socleTy — 


Please forward your resume with the 
nomes of three references to: 
KELLY JERROTT 
Northern Alberta Jubilee Auditorium 
11455-87th Ave. Edmonton, AB 
T6G 212 ¢ Fax: 780-422-3750 
Applications must be received by: May 30, 200 


VUEWEEKLY, 
CONTEST RULES 


Unless otherwise specified, 
the following will apply: 


~ the winner must be 18 or older 

~ prize must be accepted as awarded 

- no one may enter any contest more 
than once 

- you may win only once every 60 days 


- Vue Weekly reserves the right to 
exclude anyone from our contests 


- no staff, sponsors or members of their 
immediate family may enter 


- the personal information of those who 
enter will not be sold but may be pro- 
vided to contest sponsors 


- the chances of winning depend on the 
number of entries received 


- by entering, entrants consent to the 
use of their names by Vue Weekly for 
publicity 

~ Vue Weekly is not responsible for prizes 
unclaimed after 15 days 


Print your ad here... 


ae boots or barefoot. this 
is something that | crave daily. 

is that after doing this for 
most of my life | just can’t seem to find 
women that are extremely cruel enough. 
jeseems like | just can't get stomped hard 
enough, | try to select women that are 
BBWs, two hundred-plus pounds, but they 
always leave me needing more, even 
though my body hurts like hell. | know 
that my body can’t take much more but | 
enjoy it too much. Am | out of control? 


ARTIST TO ARTIST 


ee 

Edmonton Fashion Week expanding. Looking for stage 

manager, and media coordinator as well as other posi- 
tions. Ph Sandra at 994-8659. 


Looking for contestants. Emerging Designer and Stylist 
‘Conpetion in regards to Edmonton Fashion Week ph 
994-8659 for more info. 


of women) who would be willing to do 
this for you as cruelly as desired. If that is 
indeed how you've been scratching your 
itch and it really is getting harder to 
scratch, then you may indeed have some 
sort of satiety problem. If so, you'll have 
to do what anyone else who's built up too 
much of a tolerance to alcohol or heroin or 
any other abuse-able substance: cut way 
down or quit it until you can indulge at a 


MUSICIANS 


ARIA Producers Workshop, Sun, June 10 (10am- 
5pm) at Coast Edmonton Plaza, Glenora Rm, 10155-105 
St. ARIA member $35, non-member $75 (incl. lunch). 
Info: info@aria.ab.ca, 7B0-428-3372/1-800-465-3117. 


Guitar and bass looking to start an original 
band, infl. SRV, Hendnx etc. Derek @ 278-9290. 


Edmonton Fashion Week looking for jewellery hat and 
clothing designers. No fees but must meet criteria to 
do runway show. Ph 994-8659. 


Looking for women for punk-influenced drag project. 
2976 or aceychain27@hotmail.com 


Musicians and artists wanted for the Highlands 
Shopping District; Sat, Jame 2, 10am-4pm. Julianna at 
477-7422, julianna@bandita.ca, www.shopinhigh- 
lands. more info. 


fe eee a 13-15 Register $45 
{i erp teas, 510 pei aon 

, Media , feature in fa : 
“it othe exhbtion of 


ities). baa at The 
Paint Spot, 10516 Ave or 12418 102 Ave. 


Cll Enter ArtsHab Stadio Gallery features quest 
mists. Incl: Proposal; 10 slides/photos; CV; Artist state- 
Fa EO a OPN a OG 


Had Enough? 
Cocaine Anonymous 425-271 


— 


Experienced hard rock band seeking pro level bass 
player with vocal skills. No beginners/hacks/egomani- 
acs. Band experience Reet Henri@{780)634- 

156. 


FTGU is for a new drummer (pro level) for 
album/tour. Vocals a plus. Experience a must. 
ftqusinger@hotmail.com 


iter in his 50's looking for other 
singer/songwriters to collaborate on new material. 
litke@epl.ca 


Singersongwriter/musician, 50s, seeks fit, adventurous 


female musician/vocalist for duo gigs, intemat. travel, 
and sharing lifes jays. Must be n/s. Ross 707-3979. 


VOLUNTEER 


Homeless for a Night”, Fri, June 1 at TELUS Field. 
Proceeds benefit the Youth Emergency Shelter Society. 
Ph 468-7070 or visit www.yess.org 
<http://www.yess.crg/> to register and become 
“Homeless for a Night"! 


reasonable dosage again. 

This isn’t harmless, so if you're really 
doing it and not just flapping your face, | 
really do suggest that you keep an eye on 
how much weight you're taking and 
where. 

LOVE, ANDREA 


DEAR ANDREA 

I'm 21 and female, and have always felt 
Kind of indifferent about sex. | can enjoy 
it okay—I get horny as much as other 
people my age, as far as | can tell. But it 
Just isn’t that interesting to me. 

! thought maybe | was gay, but I’ve 
experimented with women and nothing 
changed. Then recently | watched the 
movie Secretary and it was like a reve- 
lation! | want the kind of relationship 
portrayed in that film—loving but des- 
perately kinky. 

Do you think it is possible for BDSM to 
be an inbuilt kind of sexual preference, as 
unchangeable as homosexuality? And 


what happens if you Suggest it to a 
boyfriend who hasn’t expressed any pre- 
vious interest in it? | don’t want to scare 
anyone off. 

LOVE, TAKE A LETTER 


DEAR TAKE 
Indeed, but neither do you want to com- 
mit the sin of false advertising—passing 
yourself off as normal so as not to fright- 
en the boat or rock the horses or whatev- 
er, only to send them all off screaming 
when you finally get around to telling him 
what you're really after. It's far less com- 
fortable and a hell of a lot more work just 
to try to find a compatible fellow-kink in 
the first place, but trust me, it’s worth it 
As for kink as an inborn tendency like 
(most) homosexuality, oh hell yes | think 
its possible. We all know people who've 
gone freaky for a while because it seemed 
for whatever reason to be the thing to do 
and then reverted, but for every trendoid 
there's an earnest freak who can remem- 


ber being the kid who always wanted to 
be the captive princess or the cowboy tied 
to the fence by wild Indians 
| think a lot of people can enjoy a little 
role-play or think it’s fun to get tied up 
prettily and tickled or teased but people 
Can enjoy a little of all kinds of things. If 
you see something like Secretary and feel 
the deep and unmistakable thwang of a 
cord being struck way deep in your soul, | 
think you can trust that that cord was 
there all along awaiting striking 
| can't help wondering just how many 

such strikings that movie is singularly 
responsible for. | thought it was sizzling 
hot myself, but | think the writer and pro- 
ducers have a Ict to answer for. | get the 
feeling there were a lot of people— 
young women In particular, but not exclu- 
sively—who were just going about their 
lives, tra-la-la, and then James bent 
Maggie over that desk and thwang! 
They ll never be the same 

LOVE, ANDREA 


SEX TRADE WORKERS 


24 Hour Outcalll! 
Book Now 424-0446 


www. legendaryescorts.net 
aa bey 


INDEPENDANT MONIQUE, 32, 
FRENCH. CLASS WITH EXTRAORDINARY BEAU- 
TY. 44D, 413-0294, 


FEMALES NEEDEDII! Make $799 US per month 
with a spy cam in your bedroom. Voyeur website 
is currently looking for young attractive girls. 
Call Jamie for more info, 1-800-474-8401 


Chat live or meet local gay mien. Try us for free! 
(780) 413-7144. Enter code 2310 


Cassandra: Hot Hungarian brunette; 36-26-36; 
25 yrs; tight, toned, tanned; super fun; call for 
availability; 965-4968. 


Amber: Outgoing redhead; just 18; brand new to 
the industry, 348-26-32; very open minded; call 
for availability; 441-1330. 


Chrissy: Sexy hot Italian w/jet black hair; very 
busty; 23; ask her about special; call for avail- 
ability; 441-1330. 


Mae-Ling: 20 yr old Asian; great body; loves to 
pamper; no rush service; a delicate oriental gem; 
call for availability; 965-4968. 


PPORT YOUR 
LOCAL FOOD BANK 


www.ashle 


For Women Seekin 
Affairs & the Men 


ho 


Want to Fulfill Them. 


SIGN-UP 
FREE! 


Romantic 


Over 1,000,000 
Ad Profiles 


1-866-742-2218 


7 CLASSIFIEDS 


Grapevine 


RSONALS * \\ 
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—_ nar 


MORE MEN 4 MEN. 


Try us FREE: code 2315 


780.413.7122 


1.900.451.2853 (75 min/S24*) 


Try Cruiseline Text for free, 
Text “xtra” to SFREE - wwow.cruiseline.ca 


NO MORE LONELY 


NIGHTS 


(Just pick up the phone) 
Women Always FREE: 
702.2224 
FREE Trial for MEN: 
702.2223 
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University of Alberta Libraray 
Bibliographic Services - Serials 
5th Floor Cameron 

Edmonton, AB 


T6G 238 


